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By Express Mail

May  23 ,  L994

Chris Herren Esq.
Civ i l  R ights  Div is ion:  Vot ing Sect ion
Department of Justice
32O F i r s t  S t ree t ,  N .W
Room 8L6
Wash ing ton ,  D .C .  20534

RE: Justice Department Investicration

Dear Mr. Herren:

Enclosed herewith is a duplicate of the transrnittal sent to you
unfer a May .10, n L994 coverretter--which you have tord me lras
s t i l l  no t  a r r i vedr .

I  am also enclosing the fol lowing addi t ional  mater ia ls,  asl
discussed in our several  te lephone conversat ions:

(A )  5 /1 '2 /94  Dec is ion  and  o rde r  o f  t he  N .y .  cou r t  o f
Appears d ismiss ing the appeal  o f  the Ar t ic re 78
proceeding Sassower v .  Hon.  Guy Mangrano,  et  a I . ,r r u p o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  n o  s u b s t a n t i a l
const i tu t ional -  quest ion is  d i rect ly  invorvedr .
A f te r  you  rev iew  ny  mo the r rs  enc losed  two
submissions to the Court of Appeals, we trust you
wir r  agree that  that  cour t rs  s tated reason ior
d isn iss ing the appear  is  as insuppor tabre as i ts
i den t i ca l  r y - s ta ted  reason  fo r  

-a i s rn i ss ing  
the

Castracan v.  Colav i ta  appeal - -which i t  d1d on
Oc tober  15 ,  l _99L  (See  Cas t racan  f i l e ,  i n te r  a l i a ,
D o c s .  c - 8 ,  c - 1 6 ,  c - L 7 )  i

(B )  4 /23 /9L  New yo rk  T ines ,  r f  H igh  Cour t  Hears
Arguments on Elect ion of  Judgesr .  This  ar t ic re
provides the context within which to view the
Appel la te Div is ion,  Thi rd Depar tmentrs  refusar  to
grant  the request  o f  Sherr i lyn f f i l l2 r  or r  behal f

L since
return one set
reaches you.

t rust  you wi l l  not  need two copies,  p lease
us when our May l"Oth transmittal evenlually

we
to

See  Cas t racan  f i l e ,  Doc .  E -1 .
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3 See our 3/20/92 ltr to the Governor
on Judic ia l  Divers i ty ,  compar ing (at  p .
creation of that body in response to the
Chisom v Roemer decision, with the Court of
of  Castracan in  that  same per iod.

of  NAACP/LDF,  for  a  weekrs addi t ionat  t ime to
s u b m i t  a n  a m i c u s  b r i e f  i n  C a s t r a c a n
(necessitated by the fact that r,Is. -?i1l wa=
then fac ing a deadl ine in  the U.S.  Supreme
Court for her brief on rthe issue of the
appl icat ion of  sect ion 2 of  the Vot ing
R igh ts  Ac t  t o  j ud i c ia l  e lec t i onS t t ) ,  as  we I I
as  tha t  Cour t  I  s  May  2 ,  L99L  dec i s ion ,
susta in ing d ismissar- - rendered less than two
weeks af ter  th is  ar t ic le  appeared.

(e,  Three ar t ic res about  the New york s tate Judic ia l
Comrniss ion on Minor i t ies:

( 1 )  7 / ) - 3 / 8 9 ,  G a n n e t t r ' r p a n e l  S a y s  N . y .
Cour ts  Are Seen As Biasedr  i

( 21  6 /  S /  9L  ,  New . yo rk  Law Jou rna l ,rrState Cornmission Finds RacisnJn
Courtrr

(3 )  6 /S /9L ,  Ganne t t ,  r s tudy :  S ta te rs
Justice Systern Racia1Iy Unequal At
A11 Levelsr l

'  
The commiss ionrs act iv i ty- - f rom 1988- i -991--arso
provides an . important context for the castracan
case, inc_ruding the court of Appeals r reEiil,o
rev iew  i t r .

since you indicated that you have not obtained the
, '  commission I s Report r yor might wish to contact

James Goodare,  who was chai r rnan of  the commiss ion
when the f inar  Repor t  was rendered.  His  number is
( 2 L 2 )  9 0 9 - 6 0 0 0 .

May  23 ,  L994

Cuomors Task Force
2 )  the  Governo r rs
U.S.  Supreme Cour t
Appeals  I  s  d isrn issal
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( 1 )  O r d e r  t o  S h o w  C a u s e  a n d
Pe t i t i on ;

(2)  Ver i f ied Answer of  New york
S ta te  Board  o f  E lec t i ons ;

(3 )  LO/L5 /93  t tSpec ia l  Mee t ing f r  o f
the New york State Board of
E l e c t i o n s ;

( 4 )  N o t i c e  o f  A p p e a I ,  w i t h
1 , O  /  1 9  /  9 3  D e c i s i o n / O r d e r  o f
S u p r e r n e  C o u r t ,  W e s t c h e s t e r
County; and

M a y  2 3 ,  L 9 9 4

(D) My todayts  fax to  you,  enc los ing two ar t ic les:

(  1)  9  /  L7 /  92 Dai Iv  News,  ' ,An Honest
Jurist Gets Unjust-Reward.n; about
t h e  u l t e r i o r  a n d  r e t a l i a t o r v
m o t i v a t  j . o n s  b e h i n d  a  j  u d i c i i i
cross-endorsement in Nassau County

(21 4, /26/94 New. _ york Newsday,  rCops
H a n g  E a s i I y " ,  a l l u d i n g  t , ot l  r " p e r c u s s i o n s r  f a c e d  b y
indiv iduals  chal lenging judges .n i
lawyers on the top r,-of- the food
c h a i n  o f  t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e
systemrl

(E)  Lo/ .24/9o s tory  about  cast racan by Marc Humbert ,  apr ize-wi ln inq A.p.  journar is t .  i t tnougtr  rereased
fo r  pub l i ca t i on  ove r  t he  A .p .  w i re ,  Mr .  Humber t r s
story was--to our knowredge--not printed ""y"n.r"
i n  t he  New yo rk  ne t ropo r l t an . r " - .  o r  e rsewhere .
As d iscussed,  Mr.  Hurnber t  re fers  to  M.  L.  Henry,
then executive director of the cornmittee for
Modern cour ts ,  ds descr ib ing cast racan as perhapsr r the  f i r s t  t o  cha r renge . the  p rocess  i n  co r l r t " - -Ly
which " judges get  to  bL judgei" .

(F) The forlowing papers in the Election La$r case of
R g d a  y .  M e h i e I ,  c h a l l e n g i n g  E l e c t i o n  L a w
v io r  a t  i ons  o f  t he  Lg9  3  oemocra t i c  , rua i c ia r
Noninat ing convent ion in  the Ninth . l "J i " iar
D is t r i c t :

I
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( 5 )  A p p e l I a t e  D i v i s i o n ,  S e c o n d
D e p a r t m e n t r s  I O / 2 5 / 9 3
Decis ion /Order  .

As soon as r receive the transcrr.pt of the hearing
held on Mr.  Reda's  object ions f rom the s tate goar i
o f  Erect ions,  r  wi r l  send them on to  you-- together
with a detaired comparison of the treitment
accorded by the State Board to Mr. Reda__as
cha i rman  o f  t he  Rock land  coun ty  Repub l i can
committee--with that which it  accordled Di. Mario
cast racan and professor  Vincent  Bonerr i .  As
d i s c u s s e d ,  t h e  S t a t e  B o a r d r s  d i s p a r a t e  a n d
invidious treatment refrects yet .trodh"r reason
l r h y  c r o s s - e n d o r s e m e n t  i s  i o  p e r n i c i o u s - - i t
neutrarizes the part isan forces ttrat make the
checks and barances of government and governmentar
agencies funct ion.

Yours for  a qual i ty judic iary,

Enclosures: As indicated above

€Ce.zq<KW
ELENA RUTH
Center for

SASSOWER,
Jud ic ia l

Coordinator
Accountabil i ty


