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WHITE PLAins

OTERS In the county will

face no significant judiciat

choices in (he next thyee

general (‘lnr,liuns, in the

wake of decisiong made by the {wo
major political partics,

In an unprecedentced step, the Re-
publicans  ang Democrats have
apreed (o cross-endorse g group of
Judicia) candidates from both partics
for positiong that wil become avail-
able in the nexy three years. | is an
arrangement that the party leaders
are hailing ac “historic™ “apd that
critics are cillling a “mockery of the
election process. ™

Leaders of (he county’s Conserva.-
tive Party, why said they were unhap-
Py about the arrangement, had jn;.
tally  thiecatened 0 nominate 3
Separate slate, hug they have not done
so. The only opposition the three judi-
cial candidates o this November's
balot will face arc two candidates on
the Right 19 Life Party line, a party

that normally receives about 3 per-

cent of the yote,
After nearly a year of negotiations,
the terms of the agreement were ey-

dorsed at barty conventions tage last

month. Candidates for the Siate Su-
preme Court and fq, the County,
Family ang Surrogate Courts
through 199) have all been cross. en-
dorsed, vittually nsuting them uf
judpmhips‘

A Look at the Procedure

On the November ballot this year,

three seats are avaitabic on the Ninth,

Judicial District be
Supreme Coult. wo Roe
a White Plaing lawyer, Albery g,
l::nmnuclli. and a Supreme Court Jys-
tice, Joseph Jiudice of l’nughkncpsie
~ and one Democrat — Justice sam.
uel G, Fredman of White Plains, ap-
puinted 1o thq Supreme Court Jasy
year — have ,been Cross-endorsed,
Mr, Emanuellj and Mr, Jiudice have
ulso  won Conservaiivc Party en-
dorsement, :

'l'!w Agreement cplls for My, Zman-
uelli (o resign. fron

Court in time 1 run for the Surrogate i

endorsed. My, Emanuelij's then-va.
camt Supreme Court sent Is to be
filled by o County Court Judge, Frap.

cis Nicolai, a Domncml, who will rug |

with bipartisan support,

On the November 199) ballot, a Re.
publican, Judge Adrienne Hofmann
Scancarellj of Family Court, is 1¢ be
Cross-endorsed for re-election apg a
Yonkers City Court Judge, J. Emmet
Murphy, a Democral, is 10 receive
bipartisan support to rup for Judpe
Nicolai's sear oy the county bench,

The Decision Affirmeqd

Republican and the Democragie
party leaders i, the county affirmeqd
their decision in a joint resolution as
the “furtheraice of a muua| interest
10 promote 3 nonpartisan judiciary
populated by lawyers with universal.

ly acelaimed litigation skills, umblem- !

ished Teputations o, character gy
judicial temperamen and  Jdistip.
guished civic Cireers. "

Richarg | Weingar(en, chainman
of the County Democratic Commi-
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'

' Two Parties

Endorse

- One Slate

Of Judicial
Candidates 8

nch of the State
publicans —

! lortion of the democratie process."

. R R '-},',.
lee, sald last week that “the piibite
has no interest jn the judicial procels;
although the people on the bench hiatie
more impact on peoples’ lives than
legislators do.” N
Recause (he public’s only rolé"in
Judiciat clections js {0 “rubber Stamgl
leaders' choices, Mr. Weingarten
Sadd, cross-endorsement is a go
ided “whep uniquely qualified fngi:
viduals are available, as lhcy_al‘}:

now," SH

Costol Election Cited CLoae

Anuthony J. Colavita, chairman- 4
the County Republfcan Commirted]
described (he agrecment as a major-
step toward a nonpartisan judiciary,
And he added that it removes the ™
need for a contesteg election that he
said was “terribly costly” 1o the can-
didates. The agteement, he said s
“in the best interest of the pheple
because of the exceprionally quilie
candidates avaifahle, N

Janet A, Johnson, (he former ;dc
of the Pace University Law School I
White Plains, is one of several flegnl
scholars in Westchester crllirjnl of
cross-endorsement,

“1"'m not Questioning the competcen-
¢y of the judicial candidates in.
volved,” Ms. Johnson said. “But this
arrangement really brings oyt the
worst of boty systems, electoral angd
appointive, ‘Ihere's ng way for the
volers (o express their choice ang
there's ng screening process. We'yre
talking about 4 substantial logs of

_ judicial prerogalives,”

Lawyers Calf for a Challenge

A group of lawyers are altempting
to mount g legal challenge 1o the
arrangement, whicl une lawyer, Dy.
ris 1., Sassower, described as “'dis-

T
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The party leaders
say the agreement
will promote

a nonpartisan .
judiciary.

L

Inaletter mailed jast week (o (nm
than 100 political scientists and law.
yers in the county, the informal
sition group has called for the esigifs
lishmemt of pre-nomitdatin
screening comniitiee o review the
credentials of a1 those interested i
seeking jindicial office in the county!

“Under this arvangement, the pub-
lie has no choice on Election Day but
to choose lever A or lever A said Elj
Vigliano,'a White Plains lawyer who
is .c()'ordhmling the group. Most law-
yers in the COunty are “not ip g posi-
tion (o challenge (hig outrage,” he
said, hecause “they must appear be-
fore these judges.”

Alter his 39 years in practice, Mr,
Vigliang said, “I've reached the stage
where | aip suHiCiomly secure eco-
nomically (hay can mount g cam-

‘paign.*’

Appointive Plag Backed ' -

A spokesman for the Westchesier

Bar Association said last week mﬁ::

the organization coyjq not comment
on the Cross-cndorsement arrange-
ment becauge jis president, Gloria C.
Markison, wag out of town, Marianne
L. Sussm:m, president of (he West.
chester Women's 13y /\ssnciallnn,
also had no comment and added that

“The public has no choice on Election

2l e iy Bt ey .3,
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1 University Schoot of Law,

gree to Endorse
One Slate.of Judicial Candidates

.
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the “BIGUD " Woula Tohdiiei Tis usual
judicial screening process. :

Advacales of court reform in the

state have lonp sought to replace the
slate’s method of electing judges with
an appointive plan, an c!fort. state
legislators have repeatedly rejected,
arguing that an appmnllvp system:
would dej i se vaters of their right to
a choice.

But the leader of the effort to ap-

point  judges, Sol Wachtier, Chief
Jidge of the Court of Appc:lls,. the
state’s highest court, said the Iegisla-
lors were wrong. ““The reason no ap-
pointive process has policn lhr.n!u;h
the legislature is that the political
parties want to have the final sa.):
about who is going to he the judge,

he said.

Under the present elective sysiem,
voters do not focus on a judicial can-
didate's credentials, Judge Waclnlr"r
said. Once political leaders admit
that voters in judicial elections have
no choice, as he said political leaders
in Westchester had done, “then lhox
should po 10 the appointive process. ‘

Although an appointive systemi
would still not give voters a rholc\e_,.;;;-
Judpe Wachtler safd, the pmrs‘gs o
would provide a bipartisan screchings,

panel o identify the candidates with ,
the best credentials,

The appointive Process is now ysed
to identify candidates (or the Court of
Appeals, a measure approved by
slate voters jn 1978, Judge Wachtier
said he was optimistic that one day
all-the state’s judges would be ap-
pointed. *'If you (hink the voters want
lo retain the present system, then put
{tion the ballot ang let’s see,” he saig,
Profiles of the Candidates
v MIr. Jindice has been a judge since
1961, when he was clected as a Chil.

frén’s Court Judge in Du(chess Coun-
1y He then served four years ag a

| Family Court Judge and |) years as

as County Court Judge before being
Alected (o the Supreme Court fn 1976.
He is a graduate of the New York

——

Mr. Fredman was appointed to the
Supreme Court bench this year by
Gov. Mario M, Cuomo to fill a vacan-
cy. He is a former partner fn the
White Plains firm of Fink, Weinerger,
Fredman, Berman, Lowell & Fen-
sterheim, and a graduate of the st
Johns University Law School. For

four years, ending in 1979, Mr. Fred.

man served as chalrman of the West. *
chester County Democratic Commit-
tee.

Mr. Emanuelli has been a trial
lawyer in White Plains for 23 years,
specializing in matrimonial law., A
graduate of the St. Johns University
Law School, Mr., Emanuellj is mak’ing
his first bid for Judicial office.

. The Right to Life Party candidates

Dwyer graduated from Fordham
Universily. and received his law de-
gree from the st John's Universi(y
Law School.

August C, Nimphius Jr, 15 also run-
ning on the Right to Life Party line. A
aAWyer with a practice in Pelham,
Mr. Nimphiys is the leader of the
C mservatjve Party in Pelham, but he
is running without (hay party’s en.

Day but to choose lever A or lever A’
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