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and,  cer ta in ly ,  before you leave of f iCe.

Box 69, Gedney Station

White Plains, New York 10605

December 16, L994

Attorney General G. Oliver KoppeII
L2O Broadway
New York,  New York LO27L

RE: Accountabil i ty for statements made to thepress for  publ icat ion

Dear Mr.  Koppel l :

Reference is made to the rrCourt Circularrr column of Warren st.
John, that appeared in the october 31, ],9g4 issue of The New york
Observer ,  a  copy of  which is  enc losed.

Described therein is an uniden_tif led rrspokesmantr for the Attorney
Generarrs off ice, who stated that there were precedents foijudges deciding their o!/n cases.

According to my subsequent telephone conversations with Mr. st.
John,  such r rspokesmanrr  d id  not  wish to  be ident i f ied,  but  is  an
indiv idual  occupying a substant ia l  pos i t ion at  the of f ice of  the
Attorney General who, after reviewing the matter with the off ice,
was authorized to represent to Mr. st. John that there are
precedents for  judges decid ing the i r  own cases.

Demand is hereby made for the precedents to which suchrrspokes.manrr wap referring of judges deciding their own cases--
?|d do_ing so in the context of art icre 78 proceedings against
themselves.

rn v_i9w of your off ice I s clairn that such precedents exist, i t
should be easy for you to _respond expedit iously to this reqlest

Yours for  a  qual i ty  jud ic iary ,

Enclosure

cc:  Mr.  Warren St.

€'Q.zq e.K=Ses,s aA^a,f
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator

John, The New york Observer
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