
Re:  Hon .  A r lene  S i l ve rman

Dear , .Te r  ry :

on  Decenrbe r  15 t  1996 ,  wh i re  accompan ing  a  ne lghbor  whoh.ud a case pending in  the sunnrons par t  o f  cr inr inar  cour t ,  r
: b : u r v e d - t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  i n  R o o m  z L g  o f  r 0 0  c e n t r e  s t r e e t ,Judge  Ar lene  s i r ve rman  p res id ing .  r  w i s  shocked  and  t i r redw i th  cons te rna t i on  a t  t l e  condu i t  o f  t he  j udge .  r  vowec ltha t  i f  a f t e r  one  mon th  r  s t i r l  haa - the -san re  op in ion  tha t  rwourd  wr i t e  t he  commiss ion  on  i rud i c ia l  conduc t .  one  mon thhas  now passed-  r  am s t i l r  f i r l ed  w i th  o i smay  a t  , Judges i r ve rmanrs  conduc t  on  the  bench .  Acco ro ing r i ,  r  * i r t ^  t of i re  a  formar  compra int  o f  rn iscondu. i .  i iu i " i i ' . luJ9. - i r rene
S i l v e r n r a n .

G e r a l o  S t e r n ,  E s q .
Admin is t ra to  r
Commiss ion  on  Jud ic ia l  Conduc t ,
B0 I  Second  Avenue
N e w  Y o r k ,  N e w  y o r k  1 0 0 1 7

3I5 Sevent ,h Avenue 5-A
N e w  Y o r k ,  N e w  y o r k  I 0 0 0 I
January  16 ,  L9B7

-over-

0n December  15 th ,  I  observed the  fo l low ing :

1 l  Judge s i l verman ar r i ved  on  the  bench a t  r0 :09d ' I I l ' ,  40  minu tes  la te ,  w i thout  a  robe.  She took  a  ten  minu teb r e a k  a t  l o : r 3 .  
v v v ' r  s  - = " .

2l  when she returned she screaned at  an erder ly ,hea r ing  impa i red  man  fo r  wear ing  h i ; ; ; t  i n  . ou r i . - - -

3 l  she beratec l  an at t ,orney who made an appr icat ion tod i s m i s s  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  h i s  c l i e i t .

4 )  she  humi l i a ted  an .e lde r ry  woman  fo r  p ress ing  acomp la in t  o f  ha rassmen t  aga i .ns t -n ; i  " " Jgh ,u " r " . - -o " .p i t "  t hefact  that  the d ispute had a l ready Ue"n- inrough I I {CR, thewoman said she feared phys ica l  h i rm r rom r , " i -ne igt ru- i r . .Judge s i rverman saic l  she-was , 'w"r i ing- t - r , .  taxpayers money, ,by comins to  courr  wi th  such u, - - "onpi i i ;d .  "wi ry  ; ; ; ' l  . , rou
peop le  l ea rn  ro  t i ve  roge the r? ! '  r h ; - t ; ; ; e  asked .

5 l  A t  L2251  she  b roke  f9 ,  I unch ,  l eav ing  we I I  ove rr00  cases  to  be  hea rd - -and  took  an  r  and  L /z  hou r  runch . .  A t2220  she  re tu rned  to  the  bench  s t i r r  chew ing  he r  f ood .

* ' l - t-"



./
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impat ient
detected a
white an€l  minor i ty

the sa.rr l€ as her conouct
renroved f rom the l rench,

Sinc .ere ly ,

! 1  .  L .  Henry ,  r l r .

.  6 l  w r r i t e  32  b rack  and  H ispan ic  de fendan ts  werel i ned ,  gp  l i ke  _ca t t re  aga ins t  a  wa t r  awa i t i ng  the i r  cases  tobe  ca l Ied ,  Judge  s i t ve l rnan  i l t g r r "p t " J - i r r "  p roceed ings  so
: lu t .  a t torney , lack L i tman and h is  inr in ,ous cr ient ,  Rober tchambers ,  cou ld  have  Mr .  chambers r  d i so ioe r l y  conduc t  caseheard - -w i th  pa t i ence  and  k ind 'ess  b t -ah ;  o the rw ise  ruoe  and
??: l : t : :  ludg: .  whi re  ar r  orher  de ienaints  who receivedr rnes  were  ye r red -a t  by  .  cou r t  o f f i ce r  to  " s tep - " " i " i . r "  andpay  the  f i ne , , ,  Juoge  s i l ve rman  made  s t r rec ia l  p ro i i ; i ; ;  sot h a t  M r .  c h a m b e r s  c o u r d  e x i t _ t h r o u g h - i - " i a " . d o o r  w h e r e  t h ec l e r k  w o u l d  a c c e p t  h i s  $ 2 0 . 0 0 .

In  o the r  ca .ses  she  was  rude ,  ab ras i ve ,and  con temptous  o f  t he  de fendan ts .  I  " i =od is t i nc t  c l i f f e rence  i n  the  way  she  t rea tedd e f e n d a n t s .

I f  her conduct on other t iays is
on  December  15 ,  19u6,  she shou l l  bein  n ry  op in ion .
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