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E-Mail: probono@delphi,com Box 69, Gedney Station

White Ptains, New York 1o60s

June  L2 ,  l 99d

Michael Finnegan,
Executive Chamber,
Room 241
Albany, New york

Dear  Mr.  F innegan:

yesterday, in connection with the Senate-rs..on-gqing rubber-stanpconf irmation of Governor pataki r s 26 judiciai ,-r6rr_r"ss--anong
them Judge Juanita Bing Newton-_we hand_delivered. a June 11, 1996letter to the senators, urging ti i"rn- i l  to do so..
we arso hand-derivered a copy of that retter to the ExecutiveCharnber for transrnittal to you.

we invite your comment--on beharf of the Governor--to the seriousissues therein presented, bearing ;;;" !h" pubric,s right tobasic infornation about how the co.-veriror choosls our state courtj  udges .

The inforrnation to which hre belleve the public is entitred isde ta i red  in  ogr  Apr i r  18 ,  1ee6 and apr i r  
- i i , - igga  

re t re rs ,annexed as Exhibi ts ,A,  and ,Br,  i "=p""Li , r" ly-r-  to-or* June 11,L996 let ter  to the Senators

we arso, specif icaIIy, dr_aw your attention to the forrowingparagraph of our June l1th lettir:

r .  . .  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  G o v e r n o r r s  M a y  3 O t hannouncement of his 26 judicial nomina'ti""=__incruding his noninatid.t "J rudge Newton--wetelephoned the Governorrs of i ice,  request i ; ;infornation about the temp-rary IJudiciars c r e . e n i n g r  c o m n i t t e e ' s , h i q h l v '  d " i i i i " a 'r a t i n g s . ,  i n c l u d i . n g  a o c u r n e n t a t i o n  t osubstantiate the nomin6esr credentials. Noneof our repeated cal ls have been returneJ., ,( a t  p a g e , 3 )

we hereby reiterate our unresponded-to recent telephone requestsfor such documentation as wourd substantiate it:. TenporaryJudic ia l  screening comnit te_e^r"_ 'n ignry- iuar i f ied,  r icrnqs of  theGovernor rs  26  jud ic ia l  nomrnees.

Counsel to the Governor
The capitol
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For your i r r : : i l ! ]or l .both berore and af ter  the seiate Judic iaryconmittee I s conf irrnal,ion hearinls r--'Javia cr"""u"rq', counsel tochairman r,ack, . refused to providJ'u= "iin lili.l'.l", of any ofthe nominees--incruaing the resume of Judge Newton.
we do not k l?r , r l?t .Judge Newtonrs resume.says about her tenureon the New York state c6rnmissi"tt o.-Jitai"iui ' ionli"t. However,when Judge Newton presented herseri t"- the memueis-Lr tne senateJudiciary cornrnitteL, she g,t=.""pi*.-"i;"a herseii-;= having been
i3:l';:::,,:" 

the cornmissiffir ]nag; 'i; December or

By such misrepresentatr.on, 
.Judge Newton--to whon vre gave a copyof our June 11, 1996 ret ter 'u" iJr"  the seni te conf i rmat ionhearing began--effectiveiy pretEffi (a) that she was notinvorved in the aismissat!  6t  any oi  t t ' " ' taci i i ry-meri tor ious,documented cornpraints, annexed tE-tne p"IitiJriT;-j;" Article 7sproceeding against the commissi"r, 

-'u]-ra' 
(b) tnat sne was not amember of  the conmission when i t  a l r"" ied' i tser i - r . " ,  our Art ic le78 chalrenge by rit igation rnisconJuci ana was rlwaraea with afraudurenr judgenenr of aisrni;;;i-;t-[i" r,rpr"^" court.

This is not true. iludge Newton has been a nenber of the
::ffii:"i;"":ftiJf tfrt;nt. coriduct ri.-'z-l)z years, 

-n",,L,s 
besun h;;

unfortunately, the senate. .ruAic{fly comrnitfee would not perrnitus to testlfy and the senators, . itt iorl i, .possessing copies of ourJune l r th ret ter ,  chose not to ask a"singre quest ion about ourserious ar.regations agaiiFt, Judge llewton, stemming from hertenure as a member i" the corimtssion on Judlciar conduct.rnstead, they. congraturated the coveinor for having presentedthen with judiciar nominees, alt of whom had ueen ,ut.a ,,highryqua l i f  iedr t .

Although we asked the senat_e 
..ludli,i.ary comnlttee what materiarsi t  receives f rom tne Coveinor,s of f ice to sUpport  the Governorrsjudicial norninations, Ire h..r. been told that such informatj.on isrrconfidentiar'. we do not understand wny tnis shourd be so.

w€, therefore, request, to know whether the Goverrror wirr rnformus aa to the nature of  the_mater lats,  
- i r  

aDyr that  he provi .des tot h e  s e n a t e  J u d l c i a r y .  c o n n i t t e e '  ; ;  s u p p o r t  h i s  j u d i c i a l _noninations- speci?icarty, aoes ttr" covernor provide thecommittee with copies of thE'gue"Cion-naires which his nomineescompleted for hls ternporary Judfclar-icr""nihg committee?
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Yours for a guality judiciary,

of eourse' because of thg stonewalr silence on your end, ascomprained or in our aniililil-"$ d;ir";ti"rJtters, hre donot even know if the 
'c&e_r?nor,s 

rernpbrary Judicia.r screening
8;yl*ff ;I:1" leeuires 

;;"aie;l"-= iJ''Somprite q,,-"-J;.onnaires in

June L2 ,  L996

ET.ENA RUTH sAssowER,
Center for Judicial

Coordinator
Accountabi l i ty ,  fnc.
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&p...;ar€recRlv-

cc: Senate JudLciary Cornnittee
Att: David Gruenberg, counser to chairman LackJudge Juanita Bing Newton

New york state comrnissigt or, Judiciar conductAssenbly Judiciary Conunittee
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