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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
(ltRourke not qualified
to serve as judge

W e s t e h e s t e r  C o u n t y  E x e e u t i v e
Andrew O'Rourke has shown bad judg-
ment on privatization, with resultant"
lawsuits against the county, which will
cost taxpayers millions of extra dollars. :
One error of judgment is excusable.
perhaps two, but four?

Having flouted the law in pursuit of
an illegil.imate end, this attorney is now
asking Gov. George pataki to caih in his f
political "chip" by giving him a judge_
ship. Reportedly, the governor is-rea-dy
to appoint him.
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In a well-doeumented 1992 study of
O'Rourke's credentials for a federallud-
geship, the Center for Judicial Ac-
countability Ine. found him unqualified.
Asked to list l0 cases he had handled to
show_ the requisite trial experience, in_
credibly, he.came up with only three.
The center concluded tnat practitioner
O'Rourke committed unethical conduct
in connection with those cases and that
he was less than honest in his Senate
judiciary questionnaire responses. The
ftrll report is available to the public. No,
he lacks.the legal competence to qualilV
as a trial lawyer, much less a judge.

But the most significant current dis-
qualifirer for judicial oflice is his blatant-
ly politicnl, partisan attempt to shackle
his successor by a ,,no-layoff' clause in
the union contract intended as ..the
tnatrix" of ongoing collective bargaining
negotiations

D9 we really need another polltieian.
on the bench, state or federai? Unless
Gov. Pataki immediately gets a ttrun_
9:"llg wake-up call from- the public,
that's what it's going to get
deserve.

' (the unitq is chairman and, founder of
the Ninth Judiciat Committee.)


