
Cnrurnn pr lvotclar AccouNTABrLrry, rNc.
(914) 421-1200. Fax (914) 6846554

E-Mail :  probono@delphi.com

June  72 ,  1996

Michael Finnegan, eounsel to the GovernorExecutive Chamber, The Capitol
Room 241
Albany, New york J,2224

Dear Mr.  F innegan:

Yesterday, in connection r i i \  
l le senate.rs,.on-gqing rubber-starnpconf irrnation of Governor pataki r s zo 

- 
iuaiciai 

,-rr6r.r,"es--among
them Judge i luanita Bing Newton--we nana-deriverea. i-June rr, r.996retter to the senatorsl urging d;;rn- t to do so.

8ox 69, Gedney Station

White Plains. New york 1O6Os

that letter to the Executive
We also hand-delivered a copy of
Chamber for transrnittal to you.

T:_.iiyt*_ 
your comment--on beharf of the Governor--to the seriousl-ssues therein presented, bearing "pt" !h" pr.Uf i., = right tobasic information about' hbw the cdver'nor chooses our state courtjudges

The information to which we berieve the publrc is entitred isdetaired in gyr.  Apr i l  18,  'e96 and apl i r  , ; ,  
- rggo 

ler ters,
ilffi"i:.;& ?:",.?,".:.;:;.:J: 

,,8,, i",p""ti,,-ry-,- io 
* 
o,,, rune 11 ;

ff".?i:;i, ;t'"""'i'"'"1.,t"ri.,i"iJ..Ili" attention to the rollowins
r .  . .  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  G o v e r n o r r s  M a y  3 O t hannouncement of hi-s 26 judicial norninit i""=--incruding his nominatiJ.t " i tudge Newton--wete lephoned the Governorrs  ot i ice,  reqfuest inginfornation about the ternpora.y IJudiciaIs c r e . e n i n g r  c o m m i t t e e ' s ' h i g h r y '  d " i i i i l a 'r a t j _ n g s . ,  i . n c l u d i . n g  a " c r l r n " n t a t i o n  t osubstant iate the nomin6es, cr laent iars.  Noneof our repeated cal ls have been ," i . , rn"J. , ,(a t  page .3 )

we hereby relterate our unresponded-to recent telephone requestsfor such documentation as wourd substantiate 
-i i l .". 

TemporaryJudicial screening conmittee^rl_ 'tr igtiv 
euarif ied, i icrngs of theGovernorrs 26 judic ia l  noml-nees.

l

5t< 
"C.



Michael Finnegan, Esg. Page Two June  L2 ,  L996

For your inforrnation, both before and after the serlate Judiciarycommitteers confirmation hearingsr- oavid cr"""u"rg, counser tochairman rack,. refused to provide'"=;ith 
-t-t l- 'J.=='.io.= 

or any ofthe nominees--incfuaing the resume of Judge Newton.
We do not k1ow,r!?t^Judge Newtonrs resume says abrout her tenureon the New York state conrnissiott "tr-J"ai"iui 'E""ai"t. However,when Judge Newton presented herself t; the members of the senateJudiciary CornmitteL, she *trFeiir""t1O rr"rr"ii- .sl having beenappo j-nted to the cornrnission--EflEFdier Judge , in December ofl a s t  y e a r f f  .  

'  v  q s Y E  - -  r r l

By such nLsrepresentation, 
.Judge Newton--to whom vre gave a copyof our June 11, 1996 letter" *i;;" the senate confi_rmationhearing began--effectivery pretGnffi (a) that she was notinvorved in the disrnissaG 6_r any oi ttt '" 

'  
raciairy:neritorious,documenred complaints, ""I:r:d G-*tn" _p"IitiJ"-Ti*J,", Arricre 78proceeding against the commission and (b) thaL =h" hras not amernber of the comrnission when it aerenJed'itseii-tr", our Articre78 chalrenge by l it igatlon rnisconduci ana nas rewarded with afraudurent Judgement of aismi"=at-;t-t;. supreme court.

This is not true. Judge' Newton has bebn a member of thecommission on Judiciar coriduct t ir- 'z-ltz years, having begun hertenure in January l_994.

unfortunately, the senate. Judiciiry conmittee would not permituE to test i fy and the senators,  ar t l iouqh.po=r"ssing copies of  ourJune rr-th retter, chose not to ask a- singre question about ourserious arregations agaG't, Judge Newton, stemming from hertenure as a member is the corirnission on Judiciar conduct.rnstead, they. congraturated the c".r"irror for having presented

;*lrl i t l ,, judicial 
norninees, arr of whon had been iared "hishry

Arthough we asked the senate Judl,e,i.ary comml-ttee what materialsit. recelves from the Governorrs offic6 to sgpport the Governorrsjudiciar nominations, we have been told that such information isrrconf ident iarr .  we do not understand wtrv inrs-=n"" i i  n"  so.
w€, therefore, reguest to know whether the Governor wirr informus as to the nature of  the_mater iars,  i r . r ,y,  that  ne proviaes tothe  senate  Jud lc ia ry  cornn i t tee  t ;  suppor t  h is  jud ic ia rnorninations- specii lcarly, aoes 11" Governor provide thecomrnittee wlth copies of tha' questionnal-res which his nomineescompreted for his Temporary Judfciar-icreening C"rnnitt""z
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Michael  Finnegan, Esg. Page Three June L2,  j -996

! f_ goqrse, because of u _!r

;:rn'"TJ""n;:,1r,_"$##!$:.#iiil,#,:;':r=i"*:ri
ffy*t:ff ;I;L 

;q"i;-" ll"aiaii."" tJ'.lomplere q,r"=1,.o.naires in
yours for a guality judiciary,

€paer€&cf{l^V.

E:Xil,.::l 3ffii3Hi,^:::Iiililii.", rnc.
cc: Senate Judiciary Cornnittee

gyon.:olli"rfl"ii#'$jli;i;, counser to chairrnan LackNew york 
!t1!" C;;rl;;i?i. ", rudiciar conducrAssembty Judic i ary-"6Jirnittee
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IFIY'5.t,i:* 1 end/or 2lor additlonal servlco''

ii:iiliii liHt"*";31'*"0"0;n *e rove.e of rhrs lorm 80 thsr wo can rerttm tlilr
r r r , r  r v e , . . - . ' ' -  

-

.fJi"i",[?iio- to the lrorit ol the mallpi6c6' ot on the back lf space do€8 nol

',#k'"*:"utllilxxff i'"'-f, #ii.$lfl ,""*'::':5'*?"Ti"l"'i""$fl;

I also wish to receive the
following services (lor an
extra fee):
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