
Cnxrnn p" Juucrn AccouNrABrlrry, rNC.
Box 69, Gedney Station

lYhite Plains, New York 10605-0069

Enclosures

Tel: (914) 421-1200
Fax: (914) 684-6554

E-Mail: judgewatch@Aol.com

ll/eb site: http ://wwwjudgewatch.org

BY FAX:212-541-4630
3 pages

June 16, 1997

James F. Gll, Esq.
Chairman, First Department Judicial Screening Committee
Robinson, Silverman, Pearce, Aronsohn & Berman
1290 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York 10104

Dear Chairman Gll:

We trust you have received, in today's mail, a copy of CJA's June 2, lggT letter to Governor
Pataki, seeking Dasic information about his judicial appointments process and his unworthy
appointment of Supreme Court Justice Nicholas Colabella to the Appellate Division, First
Department.

Unfortunately, we do not have the mailing addresses of those members of the Permanent Judicial
Screening Committees who, not being in private practice, are not listed in the 1997 New york
Lawyers Diary and Manual. We, therefore, would appreciate if you would provide their mailing
addresses. For your convenience, we have put an asterisk beside their names, as they appearedln
the March 6, 1997 Law Journal article announcing their appointment to the four Department
Judicial Screening Committees.

Your prompt response would be greatly appreciated

Yours for a quality judiciary,

€Qne,<
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER" Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc.
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ALBANY - Nearly two yeais after
p rom is ing  to  se t  up  pe rmanen t
screening committees for judicial ap_
pointments, Governor pataki thls
week finished selecting the members
needed to make them operational.
_.He named a polit ical ally, James F.
Gill of Robinson Silverman pearce
Aronsohn & Berman, to chair the First .
Department's Judicial Screening Com-
mittee. Mr. Gill, a resident of Rockville
Centre, served as acting director of
the Governor's Office of Employee Re-
lations during Covernor patakis tran-
sit ion in 1995 and is now chairman of
the Battery Park City Authority.

In  the Second Department ,  ,  he
chose his former law partner, Kevin J.
Plunkett of Tarrytown, to chair the
screening committee. Mr. plunkett is a
partner in Plunkett & Jaffe, where Mr.
Pataki practiced from lg75 to 19g9.

The Governor also named former ,
Chief Judge Lawrence H. Cooke of
Monticello to chair the Third Depart-
ment screening committee and Syra_ 

'

cuse attorney John A. Cirando to chair
the Fourth Department's.

The new screening panels .,will en-
sure that the highest quality appoint-
ments will be made," the Governor
said, but he has never explained his
lengthy delay in getting the panels up
and running,

Pataki Names Panels
ForJudicial Screening
Members Appointed Two Years After Order
BY OARY SPENCER .i' Although he issued an executive or-

der establishing all four screening
committees in April 1995, the Gover-
nor did not appoint his share of the
members. lnstead, he continued to
have iudicial applicants reviewed by a"Temporary Judicial Screening Com-
mittee" headed by Judge Cooke.

Using the temporary panel ,  on
which his appointees hold four of the
seven seats, Governor Pataki has ap-
pointed or given new terms to at least
83 iudges in posts ranging from the
Appellate Division to interim trial
court vacancies,

Contlnued on page 2, column I
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I The practice has drawn incrc:cino 4lge\!gy-ftatt a sctrmiJt.-"""'-.' 
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triticirir trom uer ufi Lti;;.:"il": t l-udddKlh'tfnel d[fi;; c$f K,

F'li:flfi TFJI iXlff h"%t;ii,;iiJ,',1'itr,ri:'irli't\ff :;,it,fr ii
Jrq[..Yor\ said the Couemoi's-a''etav Justice cuy J. Mangang nimec ior-meIn lilllng thc permanent panets-.,milil supreme Court JusiicCJos"pn j. iiuilooklikcthc-Covernor*ir*oitinr'in- zeman. Republlcan Iegistative lealelul'politicalfavors'hadUe"np"ii"*Jii, nam€d Jettrey L. Stiater "t niriii

lfjcnt annointmentr" (ivt'Lr, r'eb. i:'J'.';, *#'f ff Ii r1il1 o3*T,xTi*
dli:Tilll,Tilff:","n1'T""j^":H:8;lff 

'+i:1,'ji:.,[I;l*,3it]x;i\f
l9neg oY lormer Governor Cuomo. Iormer pre8idents, John P. Bracken otMr. uuomo appointed lour of the l0 Dracken & Margolin in lslandia.
members on each committee. while
:fv:M_patakj appoinrs five of the . 3d Department
i"-ff;,t":i",n'il,ii:'"$:::-" 1Xl ..In the ;r*;;;.nt, In addi.
porn13 nvo. UontoJudgeCooke,theGovernorao_

$ll:"ffi 'f ',n'."":$""::il5:,#i,lii5$"iTT:l,ilT:l,H*?l:,*
uon:tworppointmenbbyChief Judce j: u'Agos-tino of D'Agostino Hoblocir

i,lLi$l;,ft'.,";,"^h?*:i j::tti$iiIi3*ii,'ffi ["#"dli.tt;*j
Ine fiepublic|n and Democratic lead'- olly ln Albany, and Cuilderland attor-
!,ru h-!h9 Legirhture, and one bv the ney nancy,M. Sills. Mr. Vacco namedNcw Yorr state Bar A.crociatiori. 

!:rffilg;:lly#l8ilil,i tiiilill;
lst Departmont *T"'oi:?S"": Ferlazzo t" r-rv*v.

In the First Department, in rddttion united-TeacherE S"t$fft"H:H:t:
to Mr. Gill, the Governor appolnted nard f. 

.Ashe andfRachel Kretser,
former U.S. Attomey paut Curran oJ head of the attornery general'r Con.
r\ayc Scholer Flerman Havs & Han- sumer. !'rauds Bureau. Presidln( Jus-
dler, who headc thc Mayoie Commit- rlce Anthony V. Cardona nlmed
tee on lbe Judlchrfi Staten lsland Jtanleyi. Rosen of McNamee
attornelll)aniel L Marter, coungel to lrcnner Titus & Willlams ln Albanv.
B_orough Prerldent Guy Molinari: Kepublican leglelatlve leaders namid

+ Uill:-fl'ffi !S "?H::*Hllg ffi .i'"llx'l!,il'^iJ"$:H.f:';{
eta, comml$loner ol the clty'r Com- ocranc leaderu named lormer State
mlssion on Human Rights. Mr, Vacco |'ar_-pre3ident John J. Yanas ol De-
named^Arnold Burnr ol Proskauer Pt"l,l.roY Holt-H-arris Mealey & Kunz
Itote Goetz & Mcndelgohn and In Albany. The Stste Bar nimcd lor-

8S""f L Dorkev rrr or Havthe o ffi1,:Hh*d:8#:l''J"?.*'ff,'i
.Jud8e KaycnamedClaireGutekunst . Albany. ..,,

ol_ProskalEr Rorc Goetz & Mendel-
lonn an{tarol Edmead, counsel to 4th DOpartment
the Federil Depotit tnrurance Como_
rauon. Prerldlng Jurtlce Francis'T. . ln the Fourth Department, in addi-
Murphy lamed Peter Johnson'Jr. ol tion to Mr. Cirando, the Governor

i#r,*J"..:"f#.1",r:1;;f i jir:;l,TlH:,l"j.T::S"H.d:f 3lf ii,,i:H;
Sciretta Ral & Shea, and Democratic mer State Bar president Maryann Sac-
teaderr namcd l€Sislative consultant comando Freedman ol Buflalo, John
Barbara Sheclc The State Bar named c. cj|erundolo ol Cherundolo Bottar &Kenaye cuyrer or Gorayeb & cuyler. 

ili"r"t"*rr;r"r""::i t.*iff 
",;

2d Department Rocirerty' ui v"."o named Buflalo

. rn rhe second Depanmenr, rn Nddr- A*i*,lS""'"Yl*?:i"r"l'ilh*l::
uon to Mr. Plunkett, the Governor tricia Snyder of Syracuse, assiitant
named Roclville,Centre lar.rryer and general counrel of Fay's Inc.
hvestm-ent banker rVilliam R.-Howell: . Judge Kaye named lormer Court ot
Jerold R. Ruderman of Scarsdale, a Appeals Judge,'jlewart F. Hancock Jr.partnet in Wilson Elser Moskowitz ol syracuse andfoan Photiadis, a di.

Lawrence E. Elovich of Elovich &
Adcll.and_.Wiltiam F. Harrington ol

f if;ibft 6f:.,tfn'e'SHk*m,^

lu"j.tr.n"Tg9 
philip M. nimasne* ot

Schnei{gr K-leinict< *eiu Oimastret A
Shoot. The State Bar named one ol ltsformer presidents, .lotrn p. Biact<en of

an and solo
y. PretlU{r\g
rmed former
ieph J. Kun-
tive leaderr
' of Rivkin
Democratic

.akilavan and solo
{d l*vy. eretlU(r\g
iang named former
.icfJoseph J. Kun-
legislative leaderr
Stadler of Rivkin

/
ft 4,{

Edelman & DickeC and lVagsau gdn; rector ol the League ot Women Voters
Assistant. Dbtrict Attorn+patricia f. ol Greater Bulfalo. Presiding Justice
Wright ol Freeport. n,1t. vi"."l"iJ M. Dolores Denman named 

-ptritio 
H.

iXX',1,?,1,il *l'",lfi fJ:', :fii f"y,::',1:in Bullalo. Republlcan legislative lead_
eru named Gordon Gross of Grosg
Dnuman Brizdle-& Gilfiltan in Buffato,
and^ u_emocratic leaders named Thom-
f g._lTirl of Harter Secrest & Emery
m Koclester, The State Bar named
uaud L,-Hoflberg ol Nixon Hargrave
uevans & Doyle in Rochester.

Dally coh'nnr on page B of the
raut Journol glve reedcrr an
opportunlty to rrly on crD€rt,
!o lccp lbcn.brcDt otdevretop
Denlr tr DrDy r|t.r orpnctcc.
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