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Westchester Justice *
Selected by Governor
BY DANIEL WISE |

GOVERNOR PATAKI has names
State Supreme Court Justice Nicholas
Colabella, who sits in Westchester

County, to the Appellate Division,
First Department, - -

he Governor's chojce was highly
praised yesterday by civij and crimj. -

PERSONAL;
Age 60
 Divorced, 2 Chilgren

EDUCATION

chester County, which lies within the
Second Departmen

dent-minded jurist. o ,
To Many judges in the First Depart.

nd, Albany Law School "
nal lawyers with Practices in West. Bzr ¢ ’ u
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t,’as an indepen-
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First Department, where two vacan-
. cies remajn, ’ '

having been interviewed for the post miliar with Justice Colabel

Justice Colabelly said that he ha d U ited politca) independence. In that re-

For the full text of recent -
decisions by Justice L
Colabelia ang Stories about

is cases, fink to: .

NYU (B.S,, 1959 o

. a permanent screening panel for the
ent, the selection came as a surprise P 8 p

Though the Governor tapped a Re-
_Publican for the vacancy, lawyers fa-.

la's record
. . -said that over the years he has exhib-
. by the Governor's Screening pane)

- thinker,” said Richarg

tions of the county legislatyre NrLy,
htto/wwwnylj.com . O'R

1963-82: General law
Practice, Westchester Co.
1981: Elected Eastchester
Town justice

W 1982: Elected Westchester
8 Co. Court judge :

friend, byt when a cage comes before
you, there are po political labels,”
Justice Colabella sajq in an interview
yesterday., '
" Defense lawyers, including former
Prosecutors, described Justice Cola-
ella as a No-nonsenge jurist who re-
sisted any type of Pressure whether
political, Prosecutorial or from the
media. .

“He's an absolutely independent
Ross, a crimi.
nal defense attorney in Mount Vernon.

en he was under attack by polit;-
cia?s and the Newspapers, he didn’'t
care about the public Pressure, he did
what was right.» ' '

Vincent Lanna, a defense lawyer in
Continued on Page 2, colump 3
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Yonkers, said that, because of, Justice

—

,\';x}ng Jot-outside: the countyjail.> »

> From 1983.0,1993, Justice Colabel'la ‘

Colabella’s willingnéss to_buck public| 's'handled felony-level criminal cases,

'

pressures, defense attorneys fre-
quently elected to waive juries and
have bench trials before him. Mr.
Lanna said that he had elected that
course in about 15 cases.

In contrast to the defense view, one .

former prosecutor said Justice Cola-
bella's refusal to take as harsh a view
of some cases as the prosecution, has
irked officials in the Westchester
County District Attorney’s Office.- .

In one case, Justice Colabella drew
sharp criticism in newspapers when
he went along with a refusal by court
personnel to handle a prisoner with

- AIDS. Instead of taking a guilty plea in

court from the suspect, who later test-
ed HIV-negative, Justice Colabella

,and since 1993, he has handled civil
‘cases, mostly divorces and personal
;injury 'matters. ' o .

Tough Assignments .

" Justice Angelo J. Ingrassia, adminis-
trative judge of the Ninth Judicial Dis-
trict, said that he reserves some of his
toughest assignments for Justice Cola-

* bella and has frequently called upon
him to handle criminal cases when

‘backldgs have developed.

" Justice Colabella, 60, was raised in
the Westchester town of Eastchester,
the son of immigrants from Italy. His
father was:a gardener. ' '

He was the first member of his fam-

pellate Division

. qongucted, the plea hearing in a park-..

ily to graduaie from..college. .He.put..|.

: *-himself through New York University .
. by working at a variety of jobs includ-

ing collecting tolls for the New York

--Thruway Authority and driving a |

Good Humor ice cream truck. While at
Albany Law School, he worked sum-
mers and took out student loans.

For the 20 years before he was
elected to the County Court in 1982,
he had a general practice in Eastches-
ter. During that time he was active in
politics and became a member of the
executive committee of the Westches-
ter Republican Party. For two years he
was partners with Anthony J. Colavita,

" who later became state chairman of

the Republican Party. He was elected
to State Supreme Court in Westchester
in 1987. ' .

* He is an avid golfer, playing with an

" _enviable single-digit handicap. '




