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Iuly 25,1997

James F. Gll, Esq.
Chairman, First Department Judicial Screening Committee
Robinson, Silverman, Pearce, Aronsohn & Berman
1290 Avenue of the Americas
New Yorh New York 10104

RE: "IudicialScreeningl

Dear Mr. Gll:

The Iuly 16,1997 Law Journal (Exhibit "A") reports that from an applicant pool of 23, you have
unilaterally selected five candidates to be interviewed to fill two Appellate Division, First Department
vacancies. According to the Law Journal, you declined to be interviewed, but designated Austin
Campriello of your firm -- who serves as counsel to the First Department Judicial Screening
Committee .. to "field questions". Apparently, Mr. Campriello represented that your selection was
based upon your "personal knowledge of the individuals and their reputations, and on inquiries to
other lawyers about the candidates".

The Law Journal furnished no information as to the "other lawyers" to whom you made inquiry --
if you made such inquiry, in fact. Howeveq from the copy of our lune2,1997 letter to the Governor
which we sent you, it should have been obvious to you that the Center for Judicial Accountability,
Inc. (CJA) is an iwaluable source of verifable information about the on-the-job performance of
judges seeking reappointment or elevation to higher judicial office. Indeed, had you inquired of CJd
we would have immediately provided you with documentary proof of the unfitness of at least two of
the five candidates which you have selected to be interviewed.

We suggest that you promptly contact us so that atrangements can be made for presentment of such
dispositive negative proof At the same time, you can take the opportunity to provide us with a copy
of the First Department Judicial Screening Committee rules, as well as the addresses of the I I
members of the four Department Judicial Screening Committees, which we long ago requested of

& " 8 - /
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you, in writing. For your convenience, copies of our June l6th and fune 2fth letters to you are

L."*"A @xhitit 
.g,';.- We would note that over the past several weeks we have left recorded phone

*.rrug", for Mr. Campriello, who has not seen fit to return our calls.

Yours for a quality judiciary,

Enclosures

€aene '<^E>€F*sCatV-
ELENA RUTH SASSOWE& Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc.
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Vacancies

Jus l l ce
Herman Cahn

Juailce
Stephon Grane

rluct lce
Bertram t(atr 

' l r fucl lce
Gharlec Ramor

BY DANIEL WISE
Ai lD MATTHEW GOLDSTEIH

. TH.E lr lUl_D of canrl idates for lwojud.icial vacanr; ies in the Appcl lnt.  i l i -
vision, First Departnrent, has been
nar rorved to  I i ve  j r r r lgcs  r r r r t l c r  a  n r ) rv
J )o l l cy  i l ra t  a l lows t l re  cha i r  o f  a  s la lcju< l i c ia l  sc recn ing  pane l  to  t l c t t :n r r i r rc
arone w l r i c l t  l r tdges  w i l l  bc  in tc r_
v l e w e ( l  b y  t l r e  f  u l l  l 3 - n r c n r b e r
comnl i t t ce .

I The nerv rules, aclopted in Mav bv

New Rules for procedures
Of Irour Screening panels
Governor pataki's slalewicle jrrrl icial
screening comnriltee, govern ihe op-eration of the screenini l larrels for allfour. Appellate Divisio'ns. The nrles
!r3rl .u change frorn the C,,on,o A,t-nrrnrst ra l ion wlren the j t rc l ic ia t  r . r . " , , -
1.1.9^ ll 1'] _S l.,r o, r I n e I y i n I e rv i e we rt e ve ryal)plcant for an appellale post.
-  _ ' l - he .  F i r s t  Dep i i r r nen t , i  j r r d i c i a l
screening panel, which is ctosesi'to

developing a l is t  o f  can<l i t la les to o l ler
tlrr: Coverrror, wil l lnterview live State
i::t:::::: 

Corrrt. irrsricr:s setccre<t byLonlnt i t tee Clra i r r r rarr  Jar l res Gi l l .  Mi .Cil l, a partner at Robinson Silverman
Pearce Aronsohn & Rerrnan and imelnber of  Govcrnor  l ,a tak i ,s  t ransi -
tion leam, selecled the jurlgei f.""i"
l:.1 

"l 23 applicanrs, accorrting tosources.
ln a recent lelter to each committee

mernber, Mr. Gii l said that ,n.f ", ln"
Contlnued on pege Z, column I

, . ,J| l

\rt"s,

{

Justlco rtacquollno
' Sl lbermann
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5 Appellate Division Candidates
be lnterviewed, lnsteacl designating
the cornrr r i t tce 's  courrsel ,  Ar i t in  Vl
Campriello, to field questions.

Mr, Cantpriello, a lrartner at Robin-
son Si lverntan as wel l ,  sa id Mr.  Gi l l
selected the interviewees basecl upon
his persorral knowledge of the in<livicl_
uals and thei r  reputat ions,  and ou in_
quiries to other lawyers about the
candidates.

Oncc  a  po ten t l a l  ca r r r l i r l ; r t c  was
identif icd as one to be brorrght bcfrlre
the lu l l  cornnt i Iee,  Mr.  Crrr r l l r ie l lcr
was responsible for investigatirrg lhe
iudge's background, inclurti ig r"i i .w_
ing decisions and interview'ing law-
yers who had appeared before them.
. Mr. Campriello said a written report
has been llrepared on each carrdi<iate,
but since the rules do not perrnit the
reporls to leave his law firm, commit_
tee members must corne to Robinson
Silvernran to reaql the reports before
the interviews.

A Different Approach
.  Meanwlr i le ,  Kevin J.  p lunket t ,  the
head of the screening panel in the
Second Departnrent, has used a differ-
ent approach.

He said he is solicit ing the views ot
comnlittee nrenrlters on wlrich iudges
should be interviewed for two uu.in-
cies in the Second Departnrent. l le
has sent the cornrnittee mernbers the
nanres ol sorne 20 judges wlro have
applied.

_. Mr, Plunkett, a nanle partner in' Plunkett & Jatfe, which is Governor
Pataki's former law lirrn, said he is
a lso decid ing whether  to set  up a sub-
conrmittee to lrelp identify can,l i, lates
wlro slrould be inlerviewccl.

The new rules were adoltted lty the
State Judicial Screening'Con,n,' i tte.,
which is headed by Governor pataki's
counsel, Michael Finnegan. The four
a p p e l l a t e  d e p a r t r n e n t  c o m m i t t e e
chairnren are also menrbers.

I n  Ap r i l  1995 ,  Gove rno r  pa tak i
signed an executive order creating.the
statewide conrmission and the four
Appellate Division screening panels,
but panel mernbers were noiappoint-
ed unti l [wo years later (NI,IJ, March
6). During the two intervening years,
bar associations and judges crit icized
the procedures used Lry an interim
statewid-e. screening panll headed by
Iormer New York Court of Appeali
Chief Judge Lawrence H. Coo[e.

Contlnucd from pnge l, cotumn S

new rules, he had selected five jus_
tices whom he had found ,,t lre most
highly quali l ied" from Manhattan and
the Bron:i. Appellate Division justices
must be elected State Suprerne Courtjustices.

Four - Herman Cahn, Stephen G.
Crane, Charles E. Ramos and Jacque-
l ine W. Si lbermann -  arc f rorn Man-
haltan; the l ifth, Bertranr Katz, is from
the Bronx. All l ive are Dcrnocrals.

Their interviews have tentatively
been set  for  Ju ly '31 ancl  Aug.  5,
sources said.

Under the new rules, an incliviclual
comrnittee member can request that
the committee interview an applicant
not selected by the chair, but only if a
maiority of the panel agrees.

Thomas J. Schwarz, who was coun-
sel to the First Department screening
panel for the Cuonro Administration.
said dur ing h is  tenure the fu l l  commit-
tee interviewed every Slate Srrpreme
Court justice who applied. prior to
each interview, a written background
report was prepared on the candidate,
Mr. Schwarz said.

Concerns Raised
The new procedures, wlrich .were

adopted without notice, even to mem-
bers of t lre deltartrnental conrmittees.
have prompted concern tlrat they af-
lord the committee chairs too much
discretion.

One member of the First Depart-
ment panel said that Mr. Gil l 's control
of the selection process could result
in the committee's vision being too
narrowly constricted.

The role of the screening conrmit.
tees is to identity "highly qualif ied"
candidates for the Appellate Division.
The Governor is required to choose
new Appellate Division iustices from .
the l ist offered by the screening pan-
els. The panels include appointees by
the Governor, Chief Judge Judith S.
Kaye,  At torney General  Dennis C.
Vacco, the presiding justices of the
respective Appellate Divisions and
the New York State Bar Association.

Ghairman,s Role
Mr,.Gil l, who headed Governor pa-

taki's stalewide lawyers commiilee
during his lgg4 campaign, declined to
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June 20, 1997

Jarnes F. Gil l, Esq.
chairman, First Department Judicial Screening committee
Robinson, Silverman, pearce, Aronsohn & Beiman
1290 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York 10104

Dear Chairman Gill:

we have received no response to our June 16, 7997 fax,seeking the addresses of I I members ofthe four Department Judicial Screening Committees who are trotlisted in the 1997 New york
Lawyers Diary and Manual. For your convenience, a copy of that fax is enclosed. once again,we ask you to respond promptly so that, if necessary, *. .un turn to others for the informationwe seek.

Indeed, yesterday, at th9 annual nr.,.:ing of the Citizens Union, at which Chief Judge Judith Kayespoke -- and took questions - I2rrD licly described Governor Pataki's continued use of theTemporary committee and called upon her to take steps to ensure the Governor,s compliancewith Executive orders #10 and #l l. As you know, und., those Executive orders, Chief JudgeI(aye designates members of the Temporary and Permanent Committees. Chief Judge Kayepublicly accepted, and I publicly handed to her, copies of our June 2, 1997 letter to the Governorand June 12,l9g7 coverletter, both of which she piomised to read,

I believe the Chief Judge would provide us with the addresses of the I I members of thepermanent Department Judicial Screening Committees -- should you fail to do so. Of course, wewould prefer not to burden her with surh u triviar request.

Yours for a quality judiciary,

E-Mail: jtdgetvotclt@1to[.cour

lYeb site: hup://nnut jttilget alclt,org

Tet". (914) 421-1200
Fux (914) 684-6554

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc.

Enclosure

<*€ *B "



CriNlnn 1* Junrclnl AccorJNTARrLrry, rNc.
Il ox 69, Gul trcy,Stnt i o tt
Illtite I'lains, New l'orlc 10605-0069

Tel:
,ltrc,t.'

(9t4) 42r-1200
(er4) 681-6ss4

E-llfail: judgetuatch@)tol.conr
lYe h s i I e: h t tp ://rvtvtuj u dgewotc h. org

Janres F. Gil l, Esq.
chairnran, First Department Judiciar Screening committee
Robinson, Silverman, pcarcc, Aronsohn & Berman l
1290 Avenue of the Anrericas
New York, New York 10104

Dcar Chairnran Gill:

We tnrst you have receivecl, in toclay's nrail, a copy of CJA's June z,lg97letter to GovernorPataki, seeking basicinlonttation about his judiciaiappointments process and 5is unworthyappointment of Supreme Court Justice Nicholas Colabetla to the Appellate Division, FirstDepartment.

Unfortunately, we do not have the mailing acldresses of those members of the pernranent JudicialScreening comnrittees who, not being in private practice, are not listed in the lggT New york
Lawyers Diary and Manual. we, theiefore, would appreciate 

if y".u would provide their nrailingaddresses' For your cottvcnience, we have put an asterisk besicre their names, as they appearecl inthc March 6,1997 Law Jour'al article announcing their appointment to the four DepartnrcntJudicial Screening Comnrittees.

Your pronrpt rcsponsc woulrt be greatly appreciated

BY FAX:  212-541-4630
3 pages

June 16, 1997

Enclosures

Yours lor a quality judiciary,

€Qns<
ELENA RUTI-I SASSOWER, Coordinator
Ccnter lbr Judicial Accountabil ity, Inc.
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Pataki Nalnes Panels
For Judicial : Screening

ALBANY - Nearly two yeats after
p r o m t s i n g  l o  s c t  u p  p e r m a n e n t . , ,
screening conuni l tees ior- l r rd ic ia l  a1l -
po in tmen ts ,  Covc rno r  pa tak i  t h i s
week l in is l rc<l  se lect ing t l re  members ,
neer led to rnake thern.operat lonal ,  . :
^ . l le  nanrcd a pol i t ica l  a i ly ,  James F.  i
Gil l of Robinson Silvernran pearce i
Aronsohn & Bcrrnan,  to  c l ta i r  t l re  F l rs t  ,
Department's Judicial Screening Co,nl ,mi t tec.  Iv l r .  Gi l l ,  a  res ident  of  noi fv i t te , ,
Centre,  servc<l  as act ing Oirector- -o i . ]
the Governor's Oll ice ol Ernployee Re- 

'
lations drrring Covernor paiakls tran-
sit lon in l99l-r and ls now chalrman of j
the Baltcry_ park City Authority. 

'  
. r

,  l n  t l r e  S c c o n r l  D e p a r t m c n l , , h c
clrose lris lornter law parlner, Kevln J, I
Ptunkett ol Tarrytown,, to chair, the
screening conrrnii lee. Mr. plunkett ls a ipar lner  in  Pl r rnkel t  & Jal fe,  where Mr. , ,  i
Pa tak i  p rac t i ccd  l r om lgZ5 ' t o  fSag . ' l l
- The Governor also nanted (ormer I
Chlef Judge l.awrence lt. Coot<e:oi
Mont ice l lo  to c l ra i r  the Thi rd nenart -
ment screcning conrnriuee anrl Syra- |
c.use attorncy John A. Clran<.lo to cltalr, j
the Fotrrtlr Deparlnrent's, r' 

Tire nerv screening panels ,,wil l en-
sure.that. the highest quality appoint-
nrents wi l l  be rnade,"  the-Governor
said, but he has never explainecl his1."^18,1f1:]1y in geuins thi panels up
ano runntnfl.

Members Appointed rwo yeors After orcler
BY OARY SPEHCER

" I

I i ! l Altlrorrgh lre issued an execulive or-
der  esta l l l ish ing a l l  for r r  screening
conrml l tees in  Apr i l  lgg5,  t l re  Gover--
nor  d ld not  appoint  h is  share o l  the
members. lnstea<1, he continuerl to
have ,lrrdicial applicants reviewe<.| by a"Tcmpornry Jrrdicial Screenirrg Coin-
rnlttee" headed by Ju<lge Cooke.

- ( . l s i l r g  t he  t empora ry  pane l ,  on
wlr lch h is  appointees hold iour  o l  the
seven seats, Governor pataki lras agr-
polnted or given new lcrms to at lea.st
83 judgcs in posts ranging (rorn the
Appel la te Div is ion to in ter i rn t r ia t
court vacancles.

' | i  Contlnued otr pogc 2, coluurn I

PIIOTOCRAP]I BY ANITA EARTSCH
Ooycrnor p,afrkl
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Patahi Names panel M.;;;-- Iilrler rnemDers i
l.1,yl:n.". E..Etovich ot Etovich a I
*deil,and^.Wlll lam F. l larrington ol !

conrltruc(l rro. pu g;I;tu;;

I Tllc pr.lcticc hag rlrawn l'crcasrno \lea.kley._p{ari-i.tit,,ul,ii."""'"" 
"' 

i
cn i l c isn t  l ro rn  bar  assoc ia l io r
.5ca,n,ns rcpo4,rhreo wcck" j:*i"l'l Jtj*#ltd!sir'i'; cx''rh- |
1**oc,iio,ioi'irl"';;;";r'ii"'ffi':l ii:'.flllffiil"iirtffJili,lurrfri,i|,,1,
i:.,Y, t.t\ saitl tlre Governor's 4clay Jtrstice Cuy J. Mangang.nirned lo.."l I
ll]il,ll8 11t" permancIl pun"r, ,,n,i!r,l 

lll!,r".: Courr JusiicdJoseprr J. Kun- |
:|il ,11.9 the- Govcrnor wls wairtng;ii_ zernan. Rcpubilc"n t*girrnrii"'r.^,i".i I
lll"ll:ll,i."l tavors'nart ucen pairriviiir narnert Jcrtrcy, r-. sriJr"i'o'r'iliil;; I
i'r3:c,ar appoinrnrenrs,, (rvru./, rer.,. 

[:f.i"",:,l,*.r"ifli,,tl"li::i:Jl,5 |

/

f, nI

*

. .Thc pcrnranent screcnini t ".T ; i, lx i," l,," r*:,,Ti#;: il$ii1l:ii*:i{iiltr,Tjl'."}"i1i
Il._!llo,no appointcd tou, ot t-tr-e'i"O Bracken & Margolin in fsfinrfiu. 

" "'
m^c-mt)crs on cacll cornrniuee, wlri le

H""",11il"::,.J' il"':il:",,,il:":r ili 3d Depa rtme nr
;':il'il"":'""r Den'is Vacco ap- 

d ritJJ:i'3,.tfl :ii["3:l.l;.".j:
*l'::"{il;'ii:'.'""i,T"'::,xil:l;:lji!fi "iff T:4,iiTH"..",il:? j:H
1::i:l*: appoinIments rry o,i"i'jii rj. Jr--D'A8os^rirro "r'o'lgr"ir;jjl't tlil

il$iiil,,1,q;p"[:,3'"..'.,fl ,dj!i!,![liril'"-,il"I.]JidiJ;dt,
rne.Kepublican arrtr Democraric id# olly in Arbany,_an,t c"il.r"ri"i.r*"irii-crs lr't llrc Legislature, unO ouu Ly it-" ney Nancy^M'. Sills. Mr. Vu..o1,"",""aNew York state Bar rs,o.i"tio-n1 "'- 

f;$1ilg,....:lyn:tilji,:.mi,
,1ot Department Ruberti cirvin a r".r"i i" ' i" ' iur"i]

. I n.r he^Firsr Dcpa rr rncnr, i rr add irion yri"::'.5l#r'";:'1ff $ Xit#',kBil:to Mr. Gill, the Govcrnoi ol,p"t;ii;; l::1 F; .lsne anofnach;i ft[i}:,.9-tT": 
Y 

s; Aliorney pa,rt iunan oi ltcad ol lhe attorney gcneral,s Corr-^aye 5clrolcr Fierman llays & llan_ sunrer Frauds n.""^l 
-fr".iJir,gi;,;-

d lcr ,  wl lo hcads i l re Muyo.;a Co.rni i_ t ice Anthony V.  Cart lorra n i rneitee on_Pre Jrrr . t ic iary;  Sr" t""  l " i " "O l l l l l :V 1. .  
-R-o"cn 

" f  f r r " rv" i i , . Iat rorncfDanict .L.  Misrcr ,  " ; ; " ; ; i ' i ;  l ; : : l , l : r  T i l r rs & Wi l tarns ' i ; ; ; i ; ; " ;
uorougl)  Prcsidenl  Guy Mol inai i  Rcgrubl ican_lcgistur iu"  f "o, f  er" 'n" ,n" i

+i!:,:li:3:!t^ilxili.:$n:Ll1"J^?l1l'"T-',i:"'il,11'^nl*;:n.-;lii
sa-_corutnlssioncr of rhe ciry's Corn- :::all:, f:l,ters non,".t toi.c, Siiic
T]:.1:,n 1'n 

llurnan Righrs. Mr. Vacco uar,.prcai(tcnl tnfrn l. V.rnis'oillul
l1T^cd-Arlold^ B.urns ot proskauer 

.u-rujl,fnY ltotr-Harris ff""r"v dk*i.
,  : .ot l  ug." t1 & Mendetsohn and rn,Albany.-The Srare Bar n i rn" j ' io i ]

ili:j: :' 
oo'u"' ,r or rravrhe - 

fri!1:A:X'"d;l:;,;i:li^J.r'.1,;#;"j
- ,Ju( lgc Kayc named Clai re Gutekunsl  .  Albany.  ,  !or . r roskalcr  Rosc Coetz & Mcndel_

i,"J ?;':ljll fr ::i " il lf,lLf :,I,i:"J" :: 4 r h D e p a rr m e n t
ra t lon .  l ' r cs i ( l ing  Jus t ice  Franc is 'T .  . ,  

In  t l re  f -our th  Depar tmcn l ,  In  add i -  .

ltl'"ill]i""^,li",t 
pcrer rorrnson,lr. oi ilon ro. Mr. Cirando, u," b""".i1.Leahcy & Jonnson. n"i^,rri*i1 i"giil :lTo 

rorin.iio-u.r ot Atlpcats Jud{eraf ivc.  lca( lcrs narned 
-Taisa 

Rak"Jl  Mai lhewJ. Jascnotorchi i ip ; r i .  i ; :s-crrclta Rak &. Shea, antl Democralic mcr Stale Bar president M",y;;'#_'"":.jl:r_t_ ,]i '":d legislative consulrarii :o:lando Freeitrnan ot Buf(;to, l;l;
i l i l ' l l1 l ; ) , ' i .k .  T l rc Starc 0ar narrrcr l  L ' .  Chenrndoloot  Chcrundoto norrar  &,(c,,ayc cuyrcr or Gorayeb & cuyrer. 

Fi":i",ll,jJrn.l.i U._iU: fl;
2d Department. ,  i  

R.ochesty-  Mr.  Vacco namett  Bul ta lo

,, -rr lh" l:.or9 Dcparrnre nr, rn add i. i:,*ii.$ii "yi&::["fi : jr"i4ii:
l3l 

ll, 
ll.: Plunkctt, tlrc Govcrnor tricia Sny<lcr ol Syracusc, assislanlnamcrl Rockvillc ,Ccntrc larvyci anrl general iounsel ol"Fay,s Inc.--'-'-"'tnvcslm^cDl_banke' vvillianl R.-Howeli; . 

Judge Kaye qamed lormer Court ot
ill?]d 

R, Rrrlcnran ot S.orrJiie]tl Appcats Judgc. {cwarr F. ltancock Jr.Part,ncr ir ^Wilson Etscr tuost<owiri 11^lf.),:" i.nr-rfioan pr,"riiJir, " ji-.

:,]:,ll:,"^.tPi.!."r; on.t No$u, Co,rniy rector ol thc Lealgue ot Worn.n VJr""o'
l:-::lt:,tt.District Auorncfparricia F. o{ Crc.arer nutt.io. pr".i,tinS'.I,,;iii"
wrrSlrt o[ Frect)ort. tttr. Vl.c" nam"j ]f.. f.otor.es Denman namcd Ffrliip'ir.

i:^,fli19],J....t Mngner l.ovc c ru,lrrriln 
-llutlalo. ttcpur,ricair regi"ioiir","no_

:Ls�. 
uur:,t. Gorrton Gross ot Grossst l rman Br izdle & Gi l l i l larr  In Brr f ta lo.

i;ii:,:fiillil,,ii:ti:::'.""T,1;lit'I,l_.ll?.j,ell"l: Ttre Srare Iar narncduavtd t."Holfi)erg ol Nixon Hargravc
uevans & Doylc in l lochcstcr.

*{
l . ( "  )

f )o l l y  co l r rn rna  on  page 3  o l  the
tn tu , tourna l  g lvc  rcodero  an
0p l lo r tun l ty  lo  re ly  on  €xDcr lc
lo lccp tlrcnr obrurl ol rlcjclol>
mcnlr ln mony arear 6f 111qs1t6q

{

u/o-'



,,rA,l l5l4I5SION VERIFICF\TI0l'l

g?/25/ Igg7 17:08
aoa0668a06a
91 4684S554
aa66aa8aaa6@gg

P  5 ? r  ? 5 a  1 , 5 0

tls Postal SeNics

irlddi pitor certif i ed-M a i l
No lnsurdnce Covetage eroYt!90

TIME
NAI'IE
FAX
I E.L

i
I

\$#ffi
:gj+}tlghTqlffffi;

,?t

o
ct
oo(qt

Ct)('r

[-am
A;

t

DATE,'TIME
FAX I'IO. /I.IAME
DURATION
PAGEiS)
RESULT
I'ltll[tE

8 7 / 2 6  l ? l  6 l
t21254I4636
6 O : E 4 z  4 7gB
0t<
STAI'IDARD

)o not usq l(

ffi 9T4:.4-fr/;

YtrttrcrcY-
*,.n. 

t 
/ r,y fuaz I

certrriodFee/.e i\9"; X}TT
.*0, o",Ji'ir\g 

'-)-
\t l-j.

ffix'*X(bir;;6

E
Cu
a
o

B€tumRCgl9n9wns
whdn t Dald'gelitrro0

: l - l o .

Retum Roceix Showi[ ltl{gll
Dato. & lddress€o's A44q$-! l l io,.

IOTAL Poslage & Foes i3Q?t3
or Dats


