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Connissionts Report to the Governor,
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The Honorable George Pataki
Executive Charnber
State Capitol
Albany, New York L2224

Dear Governor Pataki:

As Chair of the Comnission on Judicial Nomination, I have
the honor to report to you on behalf of the Cornrnission, pursuant to
Ar t icre 6,  sect ion 2 of  the const i tu t ion,  and sect ion G3(3)  of
Article 3-A of the Judiciary Law, the names of seven candidates for
appointnent to the office of Associate Judge of the court of
Appeals, who in the collective judgrnent of the CornnisEion are
rwerr-quarif iedrt by their character, tenperament, professional
aptitude, experience, guarif ications and f i tness for off ice, to
discharge the duties of that high office and are considered the
best quali f ied of those who f i led applications for consideration in
accordance with the Conmission's ru1es. The vacancy in that off ice
results from the resignation of vito J. Titone on septenber L,
1 9 9 8

As in the past, the Cornnission took many steps to seek
the largest possible number of qualified appricanti for the
posit ion, including Statewide notif ication of the apptication
procedure, and individual sol icitat ion of applications.

AIso as in the past, the Cornmission caused an
lnvestigation to be conducted of the qualifications of the large
ntrmber of applicants it deternined to interview. The result of
each investigation lras reported to the Conmission and discussed
before and after the interviews. The Corn'nission sought by its
investigations and interviews assurance of each Candidlters
integrity, sound judgment, judiciar temperanent and high
intel lectual guali ty and writ ing abil i ty.
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The candidates thuE noninated by the Conmission for the
off ice of Associate Judge, r isted in arphibeticat;;e;", ares

Richard T. Andrias
George B. Daniels

ttichael] ,1. Hutter, ifr.
Albert M. Rosenblatt

Cuy MiIIer Struve
Joseph p. Sullivan

Janes A. yates

Each candidate recornrnended for the office of Associate
Jgdge has been interviewed by the Conmission and each has filed the
financial statement required by law and being transmitted to you
separately. A sumnary of the careers of the recornrnended candidales
is attached.

Section 66(2) of the Judiciary Law provides that rthe
Governor shall have access to all papers and information relating
to persons reconmended to hin by the Conrnission. r The Cornnissioni
through its chair, and its counser, stuart A. sunnit, stands reaay
to furnish you with any such material and to respond to yooi
lnquir ies.

With warn greetings, and highest regard, always

Respectfully yours,
z

{_ ,t (7n^n^---

ohn F. Ot l lara
Chair

Enclosure



Stato of New York
COfu'MISSION ON JUDICUL NOMITUTION

Novenber 12, 1999

BreElnD !!. IIIDBIIA

orrrentry serving as an Asgociate Justice of the
Appellate Division, First Department, he was born in 1943 and
adnitted to the Bar in 1971. Received a B.A. degree fron Bowdoin
colleger €!s rau4e, a J.D. degree from cor rnhiJ Law school, cup
lau9e. Engaged in the private practice of law in New york cE
during 1970-71 and 1975-83. Beclne a Judge of the crininal courl
9f the city of New york in 1983, Deputy supervising Judge of that
court and Acting suprene court Justice in 1985, and becane a
supreme court Justice, New york county in 1999. Designated an
Aesociate Justice of the Appelrate Division, 1996. chiir, Task
Force on Processing Civilian Conplaints by the Crininal bourt,
1988-89. Chair, Office of Court Adninistration Advisory Board
establishing conmunity Dispute Referral centers, LggL-gt. Has
written and lectured extensivery on various regal topics, and as
part of the Russian Lawyer Jury Triar project. Active in
professional, community and educational affairs.

OEON,GE B. DHIIEI,S

currentry serving as a Justice of the suprene court, New
York County, he was born in 1953 and adruitted to the Bar in Lg7g.
Received a B.A. degree frorn Yare university in LgTs and a J.D.
degree fron the university of carifornia at Berkeley in Lg7g.
Served in the Crininal Defense Division of the Legal l id society,
1978-80. Served as a Law Clerk to Chief Justice Rose Bird of the
carifornia supreme court, 1980-81. Engaged in private practice of
law in  New York c i ty ,  1981-83.  served as an Assi l tant  u .s .
Attorney in the Eastern Distr ict of Nen york during 1993-89.
Appointed as a Judge of the Crininal Court of the city of Xew york
1989-90 and 1993-95. Served as Counsel to the Mayor of the City of
New York 1990-93. Became a Supreme Court Justice, New York County
in 1995 . Active in prof essional, cornmunity and educationa-I
a f fa i r s .

xIcElEL J. Elrrtgn, itR.

currently serving as a professor of Law at Albany Law
School of Union University, he was born in 1945 and adrnitted tb ttre
Bar in 1971. Received an A.B. degree with high honors from Brown
University in 1967 and a J.D. degree from Boston College Lav School
in 1970, where he was Editor in chief, Boston corregl Law Review
(Annual survey). served as Law clerk to Hon. Matthew J. Jasen,
Associate Judge of t lre New York court of Appeals, LgTo-72. Engaged
in private prJctice in Buffalo during Lg72-74. Served as Assistant
Professor of Law at western New Engrand school of Law, Lg74-76,
when he joined the facurty of Arbany Law schoor. served as
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Executive Director of the N.Y.s. Law Revision Conmission, 1979-94.
Has also served as special counsel to Thuirlez, Foril, Gord &
Connelly in Albany since 1983. Author and lecturer o; varioug
topics lncluding evidence, antitrust and unfair trade practicee.
Active in professional, community and educational affaiis.

ILBEm I. tOglIBLfS[

currently serving as an Associate irustice of the
Appellate Division, second Department, he saa born in 1936 and
admitted to the Bar in 1961. Received a B.A. degree fron the
University of Pennsylvania and an LL.B. degree froi Harvard Law
school. Engaged in private practice in New york city, 1961-64, and
in_Poughkeepsie,  1964-69. Assistant Distr ict  At to iney, Lg64-6g,
and District Attorney, L969-7s, Dutchess county. county couri
Judge, Dutchess county, 1925-81. Became a supreme court Justice,
Ninth Judicial District in 1981. Served as Chief Adninistrative
Judge of the State of New York, 1987-89. Designated an Associate
Justice of the AppeJ.late Division, second Dipartnent in 1999.
Aur:hor and lecturer on various legal topics for judicial and bar
organizations, and universities. Also has rrritten and lectured on
diverse non-regal topics. Active in professional, connunity and
educational affairs. Recomrnended previously in 1993 and L9t7 by
this Cornrnission to the covernor for appoinfnent to the office oi
Associate Judge of the Court of Appeals.

GI'I TTIIJIJER STRWE

currently a partner in the law firm of Davis pork &
Wardwell in New York City, he was born in 1943 and admitted to the
Bar in 1967. Received an A.B. degree, sunma cum laude, from yare
correge and an LL.B. degree, masna cum laude, from Harvard Law
schoor. Law clerk to chief Judge J. Edward Lumbard, u. s. court of
Appeals for the Second Circuit,  L966-67. Joir ied Davis polk in 19G7
as an associate and became a partner in L973. Associate Counsel,
Off ice of Independent Counsel, Lawrence E. t lalsh, LggT-g4. l lenber,
American Law Insti tute. Co-Chair, Joint Cornrnittee on Local Rules
of the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York. Active in
connunity, educational and professional affairs. Recomnended
previously in L997 by this connission to the Governor for
appointment to the office of Associate Judge of the court of
Appeals.

((



tOgBPE D. SUf.rLfVlI

orrrently serying aa an Associate Justlce of the
Appellate Division, First Departnent, he uaa born in 1931 ""a
admitted to the Bar Ln Lgs7.- Received a B.A. degree from st.
Johnts university, an LL.B_. degree fron st. JohnTs univeisiiy
School of Law and an LL.l{. degree from the University of Virginii
School of Law. Engaged ln the private practice of 1a-w in New-yori
city from 1958-64. r,av secretary to ,ru3tice charles G. Tierney ;i
th9 suprene court, First Judiciar District, 1965-G8. Became a
Judge of the civir court of the city of Nes york in 1969 and a
Justice of the supreme court, First Judicial District, in igit.
Designated an AsEociate Justice of the Appellate Division, firsi
Departuent ln 1978. Chairman, Conrnittee on Appellate Division
Procedures, Calendars and Assignnents, and serves on other court
cornrnittees. Lecturer to- judicial, prof essionar and ray
organizations on business law, triar ana appelrate practicei
Active in professional, community and educational affairs.
Recornrnended in each of  1983, 1985 ( twice),  198G and 1992, twice in
1993 and again in L997 by this Co'nrnission to the Governor for
appoirtment to the office of Associate Judge of the court of
Appeals. Also reconnended in 1985 and 1993 by this Cornnission to
the Governor for appointnent to the office of Chief Judge of the
State of New York.

ittltEs l. IlrEg

currentry serving as Justice of the Supreme court, Nerd
York County, he was born in 1946 and adnitted to the gar in 1974.
Received an A.B. degree cum laude fron Princeton University in 1967
and a J.D. degree fron Rutgers University School of Law in 1923.
Served aa a Staff Attorney in the Legal Aid Society during L973-79.
Served as Senior Counsel to the N.Y.S. Assernbly Connittee on Codes,
1979-86. served as counsel  to the Major i ty,  N.y.s.  Assenbry,  Lg87-
88. served as Legisrative counser to the speaker of the N.y.s.
Assenbry, L989-92. Appointed to the court of crains in Lg92 and
served through L997 shen he becane a supreme court Justice, New
Ygtl< County. -ltlember, National Conrnission on Uniforn State Law=,
1989-92. chair, connittee on Autornation and Technology, N.y.s.
office of Court Adninistration, L9g3-97. Author and tt lturer on
diverse topics including crininal law, Iegislation and evidence.
Active in professional, comnunity and educltionar affairs.
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