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Mayor's Advisory Committee on the Judiciary
26 West 446 Street
New York, New York 10038

ATT: Paul D. Siegfried, Executive Director

RE: July 6. 2000 "Public Hearine"
Dear Mr. Siegfried:

In response to today's front-page notice in the New York Law Joumal, the Center
for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA) requests the opportunity to testifu at the July
6,2000 "public hearing" in opposition to the Mayor's appointment of Susan K.
Knipps for the Civil Court. Such opposition is based, inter alia, on Ms. Knipps'
nonfeasance and malfeasance as Deputy Counsel to Chief Judge Judith Kaye.

As you know, CJA testified on two prior occasions before the Mayor's Advisory
Committee on the Judiciary: on December 27,1995 and February 23, 1996. on
January 24,1996, the New York Law Journal published our Letter to the Editor
about the Advisory Committee's procedureg which it entitled: *No Justificationfor
Process's Secrecl/'. A copy is enclosed foryour convenience.

ln preparation of our July 6ft testimony, cJA requests the following:

(l) any publicly-available information as to Ms. Knipps' qualificationq such
as her resume. If all or parts of Ms. Knipps' answers to the questionnaire she was
required to complete for the Mayor's Advisory Committee on the Judiciary are
publicly-available, this is especially requested; :

(2) any publicly-available information as to the qualifications of the other
three judicial appointees, who will be considered with Ms. Knipps at the July 6e
hearing;
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(3) a copy of ttre btank questionnaire used by the Mayor's Advisory
Committee on the Judiciary, along with any instruction sheet to the candidates - if
it has been amended since 1996;

(a) the Mayor's Executive Order pertaining to his Advisory Committee on
the Judiciary -- unless the relevant Order is Executive Order No. 10, dated July 20,
t994;

(5) current procedures and policies of the Mayor's Advisory Committee on
the Judiciary, adopted pursuant to Section 7 of the Mayor's Executive Order No.
10, including "standards for evaluating the best qualified candidates for nomination,
and criteria for recommending the reappointment of incumbent judges" - if they
have been amended since 1996;

(6) the names of the current members of the Mayor's Advisory Committee
on the Judiciary.

Finally, CJA requests that now that The New York Times' Mefio Section has begun
publishing a calendar containing "public hearings", the Mayor,s Advisory on the
Judiciary send notice of its "public hearings" of the Mayor's judicial appointees to
The Times for inclusion in its calendar. This would increase the likelihood that
the general public, which does NOT read the publications to which the Mayor's
Advisory Committee currently sends its noticeg to wit, the New York Law Journal
and The City Record, would be informed of these important "public hearingd'. For
your convenience, a copy of the calendar from yesterday's Times, compited by
Anthony Ramirez, is enclosed. Mr. Ramirez can be reached through The Times'
general phone number: 212-556-1234.

Thanking you in advance for your anticipated prompt attention to the foregoing
requests,

Yours for a quality judiciary,

€Q.e C
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)
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To the Editor WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24, 1996
No Justification
For Process's Secrecy
-_ W-ithout detractlng from Thomas
Hof fin_an'c exceilent Juggestion ( N vLJ.
{*. S) that the Ma}6r's loii*i
Committee on the Judtiiary fiid;f-
ilc hearings on ..the judtciit ";l;Jtil
proc$r _ln gOneral," I wish to mafeKnown that on Dec. 27 the Advtsorv
Commlttee hetd a so-cailed-;il;il"f,
l_Tltng."fl the- Mayor'r 15 appotnteer
lo rle ctvit and crimlnal couris whlch
Pe.T{n9, de facto, a hearlng on the
Judlclal relectlon pnoc$s.

As-the only peruoir to glve tesflmo-
ny.at.that "publlc" hearing _ t p;;-
tested the exclusion of h. puiUfi"
from-the screening pn cess, pointinc
our. that the secrecy of the Commitl
ree's procedures makes it lmpossible
for the pubtic to verify wtruttrii _ anJIO.Wnat extent - "merit Sclettion"principles are being recpccted.

, Most.pegptu - readers of the InwJoumal Included _ have no ldea howcompletely closed the judicial;il:
tlon process is to publiip"rtfJp"iion.
rer atone scrutiny, and how sifewed
rne resutut are becaure of that. The
p:bl!l: enurety.shut out _ *ij, ii
ge very end of the procesr, ofter lheM-ayor's judiciat apiointmentr-il;
oeen announced. At that point, thiMayor's .A{visory Committde noias iso-called '.publlc" 

hearing on th;
I1V_".r'r new appointees _-a heafi;
Tt evjl publicized in a manner del:r-gneo to reach the general public.
Theconsequence is ttral the pu[ri._"i-
iltgu.Ilgy" nothing. about the ..pub-
Irc'- . nearing _ and misses oui on
Iljl.i:liF luy its one and d,y.;portunity to have a say as to wtr6 wiUbe its judges.

,_Ih_:_."nier stages of the prcce$.
Iorectose that right Ttre Mavor;sLom-mr$ee rec:ives appllcadons-from
Sii_dld^*q appy.ns ti.u. ruJi-luiiKTp: rheir identtds sacr€t f6m thepuPlic. -This effectirrcry pr*i.tJ iiilpublic.from giving ttre Cbrnmfttee Inlronnauon about the applicantr thatwg,ul_d. be rrseful to its ivaluadon *O-selection of the required ttrree norni-
:1"_.1r9r egch lrdtctat vacancy. Ar totnose nominees celected by tie Com_
pft!*. and. passed on to [r,.-nriioi,
their ldentities are arEo Rept seeretfro.q.th9 public - thuc prarc:nUng th;public.from coming forward w|tfr in:ronnauon even at that late stage.

From the outcome of this defecdve
Prycen, the Mryor selects our sqrn-tG- oe'rudges. yet his. annoutrcement
ot-tneir narnes is not accompanied bv
_:Fry: o-f_the appticationr LlEnlJ
TT thg Mayor,s Advisory Conhittee
:I th9 bcginning of the proesr, set-utrg.-rorth their quatilicationa . ltose
appficatons remain secttt to the end.
- Conleeyeatly, the public is unable
S5lglhg quatifications of the May_ors iudi.i'r appointees _ and wtrettr-

Ar I tsdfred before the Mayor,s Ad.
drory Committee, there is rio jnstifi-
cadon for the secrecy that shrouds
tttc iudfdd roeening pto"oq. Judges
arc public offfcers, paid for by th"
tapayers, and wield near absolute
pourcn ouer our lives. By filing appli-
cafions with the Mayol's Aavii6ry
Co-mmittee, those afptying to bL
iudges rcpr€sent tfrerislet-rres-as pos-
s:ssing requisite superior qualiiica-
_U.g*. A" such. they must be willing,
llb other contendeis for public offici,
to accept public scrutiny ar the price.

Although some writers to this col-
umn of the law Joumal have de_
s-paired that "politiet" can errer be
divorced from judicial selection _ the
lnost powerftrl beginning is to remove
the self-imposed iecrecy of the judi-
crat screening process. Until then,"Derit selection" can onty remain the
charade that it is.

er they -are, in fact, the ..ro"t
qual.ified." It is precisety b"orrr. th;purr|tc nas no access to the aplptica-
tions of the Ma;zor's appointeei _ orro rnose ol the otler C.ommitlee nomi-
nees and of the entirc applicant oool
; that we trarrc been bahi:red foitfre
H qT weeks by witdry dG-"s;i
crarrns about the absolute and relitive
qualilications of the Mayorrs p-rnot-
d -l demoted iudges, wfriifr-even ipress i[vesdgation has been rrnalls fs !resolve. 

- 
i

Elena Ruth Sarrower
White Pftains, N.y.
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Metro Briefin

BROOI(IYN: STATE ,UDGE AnnESTEt A jurlge was
c l ta rge t l  w i lh  r lo r r rcs l i t .ass : ru l t  ycs l t : r< lav  a f le r  a  wornar r
ca l l cd  the  po l i t ' e  f lo r r r  l l i |5  I 'a rk  l ' l ; r c r :  i r r  l t rook ly r r ,  j r rs t
rror-t lr  of l)rospe<.t I)ark, arrd sait l  . lusl icc M. R;rrrr lr i lph
. lacksor r ,56 ,  o f  S ta te  Supr .cn te  (_ 'our . t  l tn t l  l l i t  l t c , r . i r r  l l r c
face. A pol ice spol<esmart rvorr ld l tot givc fur.t l rct-clotai ls.
A  ca l l  to  lhe  j r r r lge 's  l ro rne  was no l  r  r , l r r r  r rc r l .  (Ny l )
QUEENS: ctRL KTLLED tN ACCTDENT A f:rt l rcr bat.kerl  his
car  in lu  l t i : ;  lwo  c l r i ld rc l r  p lay i r rg  on  l l r r . , r l r i v r .w ; ry  o [  l r i s
Qt t t ' c l t s  l touse Vt ' s l ( } lday  i r f te I r r rx ) l r ,  k i l l i r ry l  o r r r .  a r r r l  < : r i t i_
c : r l l y  in ju r ing  the  o ther ,  t l r r ,  po l i ce  s ; r i t l .  l . r r r ta ine  Wi l -
l ia r r rs ,  3 ,  rv : rs  < lea< l  o r r  a r r i v l r l  i r l  Mt r ry  l rnnrar :u la le
I losp i ta l .  l l c r  7 -year -o l t l  s is le r ,  u , l rose  r ra r r re  lhe  po l i ce
cl id rxrt lcleasc',  bad a broknr krg irrrr l  hip arrd wits ir l
c r i t i ca l  t :on t l i t io r r . ' l hc  i r r t . i r l l r r l  i s  t r r r r l c r  i r rves t iga t io r r ,
l l t t l .  r ro  c lu r lg ts  w( ' re  f i l t ' t l  i tg r r i r r r ; t  l l r c  f l r l l r t , r ,  l J r r r . l r r r r  .1 .
Wi l l ia r r rs ,  50 ,  o f  102-31 l t t j l r . t l  I ) l l ce ,  I l t r l l i s ,  a  l x r l i ce
s l tokeswornan sa id .  S l r r r i l r r  I ( .  l ) ( ,u ,on  ( /Vy j )
NEW HYDE PAR|(: L.I .R.R, IRAIN ACCTDENT A rnarr was
k i l led  ygs ls l -1 lav  a f te r r roor r  whcr r  l r i s  < ta r  wns  s l r r rck  bv
; r r r  cas l l l ,u r r r l  l . , r re  l s l ; r r r r l  I l i r i l  l l . l r t l  t r . t r i r r  l r r . r . i v i r ry l  l r t  l l re
New l l y< lc  l )a r -k  s la t ion  i r r  Nass : r r r  (  o r r r r l1 , .  I l re  r r r i tn  ha t l
i rpparertt ly r l l iven ar.ourrt l  a lou,cr.erl  gate ()n C('vol. t
nve l rue .  No on t '  on  t l le  l r .a in  tvas  in  j r r re< | ,  acc t ) l ( l i l l g  f  o
. le r  l y  Sonr ror r l r r r rg ,  i rss is tn r r l  t ' l r i c f  l i ; r i r r  r l i spa l t . l r l r i  [ r , r .
the  ra i ln ra t l ,  hu l  { l t c re  was sonrc  t la rn i rge  t r i t l re  t rac l<s .
Off icials expecterl  t l tal  service rvoukl l l r :  rrslorct l  by
lo t l l y ' s  rus l t  hor r r ' ,  l re  sa id .

.Shrri l rr  K. l)erv'crr (Ny?')

QUEET{S: MlSSlllc IRAVEL WR|TER'I'he Ferlcr.a I ltu r.eau of

NEW YORK

Investigation plarrs to snxl atkl i-
t iona l  ag ,er r ts  lo  . la rn ; r i ca  to  he lp
in a scarch for a rnissing Ncw
Yolk  l rnvc l  c< l i to r . .  l l r c  c r l i l .o r ,
Clattdin l( ir ' :u:hlrot. lr ,  2l),  of As-
tori :1, ()ueens, diszrplxtarecl
around May 28. ] 'wo agetrts f t .om
lhe l r . l t . l . ' s  M inr l i  o f f  i r :e  h i rvc  a l -
ready  gonc  lo  . l lnur ica ,  l r r r t  las t

MAl{HATtAll: SEl{ ATOR CALLS GOVERNMENT UNpREpARED
A new study of the governrnental
response to lhe West Nile virus
outbreak last year shows that
federal agencies are woefully un-
prepared to respond to bioterror-
ist attacks, Senator Charles E.
Schumer said yesterday. Mr.
Schumer said he commissioned
the study by the General Accourrt-

irrg Offir:e to learn from the way federal, state and local
agerrcies re: lcled to last summer's outbreak. . ,When the
West Nile virus came here, i t  could have been a proto-
type for a nr;rrr.designed attack," he said.

Sherri l)c-v (NyT)

NEW 'ERSEY

WEST ORANGE: CAVALCADE oF cows As in New York and
Chit:ago, krcal art ists and town off icials staged a parade
of 28 l i fe-size f iberglass cows last rveek'that wi l l  be
displaved aruurrd this sul lurb unti l  the fal l .  The archi_
te< ts Roht rt  A. M. St.ern and Michael Graves antl  nrore
lharr a r lozen Ncw . lersey art ists decorated the hol low_
cast anintals, which wil l  be auctioned for charity.

Andrew Jacobs (Ny7)

CONNECTICUT

H/IRTFoRD: LIFEGUARD SHoRTAGE The state and manv
towns are havirrg trouble hiring lifeguards for ponds ani
gxrls. Many teenagers who worked as lifeguards in
previous years have taken better-paying jobs elsewhere,
state officials say. I3il l  Mattioli, the water safety pro-
griun coordinator for the State Department of Environ_
rncnlal Protection, said the agency hacl yet to fill B0 of its
99 f ift l irrnr<l posil. ions. ett T

CATENT'AR

Today
NEW JERSEY VOTE ON BEAR HUNT The New Jersey Senate
is schr,'dulccl to vote on a bil l  that would ban beaihunting
arrd plovide $95,{}00 to rlevelop nonlethal ways to thin thc
bcar grolxrlatiorr. A sirnilar. l l tcasure in the Assemblv is
st i l l  i r r  cornrn i t tce.

I ;r i r lay, t l le . Ial l taican g,ovet. l l lnenl ashed fot.  rnotc lrelp,
a l low i l rg  l l t c  l ; .n .1 .  io  se l l ( l  fo r . r ' r rs ics  ox l )e r ls ,  as  we l l  ns  i r
l ie - r l t ' l e t ' l o t  r r r ; r r : l r i r r r '  ; r r r r l  o lx t r  l l o r .  l r x l : ry .

f  r r lu . r r r r l  l f ' o r rg  (N l ,  l )
QUEENS: SUBWAy lNruny A 20-vear--Okl l l tal t  was severe_
ly in jured after lcapirrp. in f  r .orrt  of a No. Z tr ai l l  at the 46th
S l rcc t  s la t ion  i r r  Sur r r rys i r te ,  ( ) r recr rs ,  o r r  Sat r r rday  r r igh t ,
t lans i l  o f f i c ia ls  sa id .  lhe  t r ran ,  w l rose  r ra rne  was no t
rr, ' loast 'r l ,  was tal<nrr lrr  l r . lnr lrrrr.st I lospit i t l  C.entcr, where
I rc  w l rs  i r r  c r i t i ca l  hu l  s ta l ) le  cor rd i t io r r .  ' l 'wo  po l i ce
o I f i cc l r ;  f  ro rn  t l re  [ i rnc rger rcy  Serv i< :e  l - ln i t  go ing  to  the
sco l l ( ' \ v ( \ rc  i r r j r r re r l  u ' l r t ' r r  l l re i r  t l l t c l (  w i rs  h i t  l l v  a  car . iu
. f  ackson I l c ig l r t r ; ,  t . l re  p r r l i ce  sa ic l .  l l r lee  o f  ihe  car 's
passenget'r i  $rCr0 ir t j r i lct l .  l -$'0 6111111 passerrgers from
llte sccorul clrr l ler l .  Edrynrd l l roirg (Nf ' f
BROOI{LYN: STROLLEn CAUGIT tN SUBWAY DOOnS n sul>
l 'ay  l r ' : r i r r  s ta l l ( ' ( l  lo  p r r l l  o r r t  o f  l l r c  l lo rough i l l l l  s t i r t io r r
in  [ i ro<r l< lv r r  yes le l r - lav  n to rn ing  w i th  a  babv  s l  ro l le r
strrck l l t : t lvegr lwo r l(xrr.s, i ro lxr l ice sait l .  A 1io.r, . , ,gu,pr r l lo r l  th t ,en tc rg( 'n ( .v  l rn r l< i . to  s loD l l to  No.  l  i l . l i r r ,  s l r i r l( ) l l l c e l ' V n l r , r i u  S l .  l l u s r ' .  i r  g r o l i t ' c  i J x r k e s r v o r r r a l r . . l h c  2 -
y ( ' i l r - { ) l ( l  boy  i r r  l l ro  s t to l l c r .  i rn r l  h is  r r ro lhe t .  we lc  l lo l .
seriotrslV injurerl .  Newr, 'r  srr lrrv;rV ci l l  s i l r !  cqrr ipped rvith
so l t : ro ls  t ( )  p rov( 'n t  , l  l l : t in  I r1 r r l ;  tnov i r r l l  t t t t less  a l l  ( l te
drx r ls  a rc  r . losc< | ,  l l r l  A l l r , , r  I  O ' [ .e : r r .1 , ,  a  Nerv  Yor  k  ( i i t y' l t ' a l t s i t  

spo l<esutar r ,  sa i , i  l l l o  i r r r . i r k , r r l  invo lvc r l  a r r  ok le r
( 'r l r .

Tomorrow

MURDER SENTENCING Kenneth
scheduled to be sentenbed in the
der case.

and Sante Kimes are
Irene Silverman mur-

SENTEI{C|NG Iil LOUTMA CASE Three police officers _
Charles Schwarz,'fhornas Bruder an<I Thomas Wiese _
convicted in March of covering up the assault on Abner
Louirna are schcduled to be sentenced.

Thrrrsday

Mlssllrtc pERSor{s AND pOLtCE City Council's Committee
on Public Safetv plans a public hearing on how the police
handle rnissing persons' cases. Committee Room, City
I ial l ,  l0 :r .rn. For more information: (212) Z8g-6gb0.
,.F-K. AND LA GUARDTA EXpAt{StoN City Council,s Com-
nl i l_tce on 

- l  
ransportat ion to hol( l  pubtic hearing on

building expansion and more f l ights at La GuardiJand
l(cnrredy airports and the impact on traff ic and noise.
Conltnit tee Rooru, City l Ial l ,  I  p.rn. For nrore informa-
t iolt :  (718) 633-9400, extension 24.

,\ l rrr i l , r  l ( .  r) f , l ' rrn (N,i .?') (bnrplfrrrl by Antlrony Ramlrez


