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Justice Bracken Selected as Presiding Justice of the Appellate Division, Second Department

G- olerngl George E. Pltaki today announced that he has designated Justice Lawrence J. Bracken asthe Presiding Justice of the Appellate Division, Second Department.

Governor Pataki also announced that he is de_signating Justices Thomas A. Adams, Barry A. Cozier,Stephen Crane and Sandra L. Townes as Additional Jistices of the Appellate Divisiorq SecondDepartment, and Justice George D. Marlow as an Additional Justic. iitft. eppellate Division, FirstDepartment.

"Surprising no one, the Second Department Judicial Screening Committee has determined that JusticeLawrence J' Bracken,-an outstanding jurist and extraordinary public servant, is r,lgt ty qualified for theposition of Presiding Justice.of the Appellate Division, Second Department,,, Governor pataki said. ,,Iam delighted to appoint Justice Bracken to this high and richly-dese*.d offr...'
"r am also pleased to announce the designations of five superb jurists to the Appellate Division,,,Governor Pataki said. ''with their legal icumen, broad range oiprofessionat eiperience anddedication, I am confident that these outstanding public seilantJ will serve with great distinction onthe Appellate Division."

The designation of Justice Bracken as Presiding Justice of Appellate Division, Second Department iseffective immediately. The other designationr riiu berore ettctive ut.r ttr.lurtices have anopportunity to conclude ongoing assignments in their current judicial offices.'

Justice Lawrence f. Bracken has served.as the Acting Presiding Justice of the Appellate Division,Second Department, since January l, 2001, and has lerved as an Associate Justice of the AppellateDivision since 1981. He has served as a Justice of the Suprerne Court in the Tenth Judicial Districtsince 1974' Prior to assuming the bench, he was engaged in the,priuate practte of law for ten years,served as the Executive Director of the Suffolk counf crime control council for four years, andserved as a Suffolk County Assistant District-Attorn.y for five years. He served in the United StatesArmy from 1952 until 1954, and received an honorabie discharge. He received his bachelor,s degreefrom St. John's university in 1952, his law degree from Harvard Law School in 1g57, and his master,sof law degree from the University of virginia-Law School in 19g4.

Justice Thomas A. Adams has served as a Supreme court Justice in the Tenth Judicial District since1993' He served as a Nassau County District Court Judge from 1988 until 1992. prior to assuming thebench, he served as a Law Secretary to county court il'og. Marvin I. Goodman from lggl until1987, and served as a Nassau County Assistant District Aitorney from lg73 until lgg0. Justice Adamsreceived his bachelor's degree from Elizabethtown college in l970,and his law degree from the NewEngland School of Law in 1973.
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Justice Barry A' Cozier has served as a Supreme Court Justice in the Second Judicial District since1993, and since 1998 has served in the commercial Division in the First Judicial oistrict. He served asthe Deputy Administrative Judge for Management Support of the New york-iiut. courts from 1996until 1997' and as the Deputy Administrative Judge foithe New york city courts from 1994 until1995' He served as the Supervising Judge of the Qu".n, county Family Cburt and as an Actingsupreme court Justice in 1992' Prior to that, he sirved as a Judge ortt e New iork county FamilyCourt from 1986 until 1992 He was elgaged in the private pruriir. of law for eight years. Justicecozier received his bachelor's degree frornthe State'university of New york aistony Brook in 1971,and his law degree from New york University School of Law in L975.

Justice Stephen Crane has served as a Supreme Court Justice in the First Judicial District since 19g9.and has served as the Administrative Judge of the Civil Branch in New york county since 1996. Heserved as an Acting Supreme Court Justice from 1984 until 1989, and as a Criminal Court Judge ofthe City ofNew York from l98l until 1984. Prior to assuming the bench, he was engaged in theprivate practice of law for four years, as counsel to the office of court Aiminisiration for one year,and served as a Chief Law Assistant and Senior Law Assistant of the Appellate Division, FirstDepartment for thirteen years. Justice Crane received his bachelorr O.g.!r fror Cornell university,School of Industrial and Labor Relations in 1960, and his law degree from Cornell Law School int963.

Justice Sandra L' Townes has served as a Supreme court Justice in the Fifth Judicial District since2000' She served as a Syracuse City court rudge from 1988 until 1999. prior to assuming the bench,she served as an Assistant District Attorney for ten years. Justice Townes ,ec.iueo her bachelor'sdegree from Johnson c' Smith University in 1966, and her law degree from Syracuse UniversityCollege of Law in 1976.

Justice George D. Marlow has served as a Supreme court Justice in the Ninth ludicial District since2000' He served as a Dutchess County Courtludge from 1993 until 1999, and as an Acting Supremecourt Justice in Kings county in 1997. He servedls a Dutchesr a*lri 
-rurn'iry 

court J";;-fi;;"'1984 until 1992' and asan-A'cting Supreme Court Justice in Queens County frim rqsT until l9gg. Heserved as a Poughkeepsie Town Justice from l9g0 until 19g3.

Prior to assuming the bench, Justice Marlow was engaged in the_private practice of law for six years.He served as a confidential Law clerk to the Honoribie Albert M. Ros.nulatt from 1976 until 1979.He served as a Dutchess county Assistanl District.Attorney from lgTl until lg75,and as a Queenscounty Assistant District Attorney from 1967 until 1971. Justice Marlow received his bachelor,sdegree from st. Lawrence university in 1963,_h_is.law degree from St. John's university Law school in1966, and his master's of law degree from the university of Nevada in 1997.

Justice Bracken was found to be highly qualified for the position ofpresiding Justice by the secondDepartment Judicial Screening Committee.; Justices Adams, Cozier, crun., f;r.row and Townes wereall found to be highly qualified for the position of Additional Justices of th; A;jlate Division.


