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CENTER o+ JUDICIAL ACCOUNTABILITY, INC. is a national, non-partisan, non-profit citizens'
organization documenting how judges break the law and get away with it.
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December 1, 2000

Steven M. Boggess, Secretary of the Senate
State Capitol, Room 321
Albany, New York 12247

RE:  November 29, 2000 Senate Confirmation of Justice Victoria
A. Graffeo as an Associate Judge of the New York Court of
Appeals: Inclusion in the Record of Clarifying Information
and Written Opposition, plus FOIL Request

Dear Mr. Boggess:
The letter follows up my phone conversation with your office yesterday.

Lest the stenographer who is transcribing the Senate J udiciary Committee’s November 20" hearing
on Justice Graffeo’s confirmation attribute to an anonymous “Voice” or “Person” a statement made
by a member of the audience who rose to present citizen opposition immediately prior to the
hearing’s conclusion, I am that audience member. To enable you to confirm that Senate Judiciary
Committee Chairman Lack was fully aware of my identity when he ignored my public request to
present such opposition, a copy of this letter is being sent to him. ‘

Chairman Lack and I spoke together just before the confirmation hearing began. In that
conversation, Chairman Lack stated he would only allow me to submit written opposition - which
I'told him I had already done. So that that written opposition may be part of the permanent record,
CJA hereby requests that Chairman Lack transmit it to the stenographer for inclusion with the
permanent record of the Senate Judiciary Committee’s hearing on Justice Graffeo’s confirmation.
This written opposition consists of: (1) CJA’s November 21% letter to Chairman Lack, requesting
an “invitation™ to testify in opposition; and (2) CJA’s November 13% letter to Chairman Lack and
Justice Graffeo, transmitting to each of them copies of CJA’s October 16™ report and
substantiating File Folders “A” and “B”, as well as CJA’s November 13" report.
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Robert L. Schulz, Chairman of the We the People Foundation for Constitutional Education, Inc.,
has authorized me to also request that Chairman Lack transmit Mr. Schulz’ written opposition for
inclusion in the record. This consists of: (1) his October 30th letter to Chairman Lack, which was
also addressed to Governor Pataki and Senate Majority Leader Bruno; and (2) his November 21
letter to David Gruenberg, Counsel to the Senate J udiciary Committee, memorializing the
Committee’s refusal to extend to him an “invitation” to testify in opposition.

Additionally, pursuant to the Freedom of Information Law (FOIL), CJA requests:

(1) a copy of the transcript of the Senate J udiciary Committee’s hearing on Justice Graffeo’s
confirmation;

(2) a copy of the transcript of the debate and vote in the State Senate on Justice Graffeo’s
confirmation to the New York Court of Appeals;

(3) acopy of the roll call of Senators voting on the question of Justice Graffeo’s confirmation,
as entered in the Senate Journal;

(4) acopy of the certification of Justice Graffeo’s confirmation, signed by the President and
Secretary of the Senate.

Your prompt attention would be greatly appreciated. Please advise, by fax, as to the cost of this
FOIL request -- which we will promptly remit. '

Thank you.

Yours for a quality judiciary,

=leng SIS WY, o e T
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

cc: James J. Lack, Chairman

Senate Judiciary Committee
By Fax: 518-426-6904
By Certified Mail/RRR: 7099-3400-0001-2734-2274

Robert L. Schulz, Chairman

We the People Foundation for Constitutional Education, Inc.
By Fax: 518-656-9724
By Mail




TRANEMI

S5I0M VERIFICATION REFORT

TIME @ 12/01/2608 A9:43

HaME @+ CJ&
Fax @ 9144234994
TEL @ 9144711268

eTE.TIME
Fis MO AHeME
DURATIOM
PéaE (S
FESLLT

MODE

12781 B3:41
1515426R304
aEiel: 4l

as

K

STaHDARD

ECM

PS Form 3800 July 1239

U.S. Postal Service
CERTIFIED MAIL RECEIPT ]
'S (Domestic Mail Only; No Insurance Coverage Provided)
E Article Sent To:
e M BH b rooS Ceoo &
= 0.3 [ UNIT ID: 0136
~ Postage | $
n Certified Fee 1.40
~3 i 25 Postmark
S eultmiTes '
D en 4 a
©1  Restricted Delivery Fee Clerk: Kskxaz
(Endorsement Required)
o) ——————{hﬁf——'lzmhﬂm
. ? Total Postage & Fees
m lease Print (te leted b; iler)
. m&w B s TR
St t. No, PO Box N
o | T Copit /, &96”1 Y3
Ci P+4 .
A ong )Yy 122 L5

See Reverse for Instructions




