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Tlris tro.hur. is your rnamral t" th"
[egislative process as it functions in
tk. N.* Yo.k Strt" Senate. lt is in-

tenJ*J to help you Lette" rrndetstand

ho* rn iJea is trans{or-.d i.rto t lo*
.nJ thu part tLat you as a citizen can

play in this process.

T[rc lext sho*s the process in a

dmph{i"J progfressio, [.o., "iJ.."
to "law." At any step in the process,

participation Ly a citizen or group o{

citizens is as easy as ,rr"Li.g a call,

writin$ a letter, or signing a petition

Leing sent to ynur Senator, any otker

legislator or the Corernot.

Stot.J in tLe simplest o[ terrns, tlre

ioL o[ th. Senate is to wott with t[t"
As"embly rrrJ tk" Govemor to enact,

,.r.*rrJ o. rupu,.l stauuitee *hi.h *ok"
up the t"dy "f laws witLin -hi"h *u
1i".. Tht i',*'olr.r &"{ti,g, Jiscussingl

o.rJ ,pp-o.i.rg bill" "-J resolutions-

Yo*, *ill firrJ t]r"*" o."., Jir"r".uJ i.
fu.th*. detail in tLis Ltochr"u.

Thi. i! th. !t.rtin! point in thc prec*, and thc lirot point

.t vLicL thc citian [o a chencc to hnrc c oy in thc miting
or rcmiting o[ a lau

Sublcar ol lc6iclation ate .s ,*icd or tlrc 
'a.ge 

o[ ltr.ua
activiticr. Somonc oncc raid tld legialation deaL witl' [i*h
and Jcath and e'e.ytl'ing in Leteen.

Idcar {o" l"gislotio" 
"o*" 

[to- m"ny oo.tel A Senotot

may lrorean iJea. One o{ hieor hcr eonrtituentr m.y pointout

" 
n*d. A"t"t" offtciul -"y p.opo* o 

"h"nge. 
An organiation

may eapou* a ou* that.cqoiru aclrangc in tlre lrs There ie

.o -onopoly on ideas {or le6islation,

Olien, on" p"."on'r iJe, on ho, to aolve a ptoLle- h""."
rulted in lcgillorio" to h"lp sol'eth"probl"mro[ -".y p"opl".

z

e
L

O.cc an idea for a n* l"4lt'Lc"n *ttlJ oa, it mud lc
put into bill lorm Le{o,e it lriiltu coneiJe,eJ Ly tle Senale.

TLcectual Jr"fti'g of lcdr[iii.'n equiro a sprci"lized typc ol
legal ttcining a.J ir uruonydonety tlre aa[[ o{ the Legislatiw

Bill D'"ki"g Commirsioil.
Sometimct ho.evq'aL inicrest 6roup may have itt out

attotneya dra{t a [i& iS I".y*" worLing in virious rta.te

agencier o.d the c*tl*ietr.nch o{ten eut-it t}*i, id".:{or
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legislation in bill

No law nayf,c.nacted in Ne* YorLSt"te 
"nleac 

itl'lr teon

aJopted Ly the L.6i:htu'e i" Lill [orm. And to Le adoptJ, it
muet {irrt Le intoduced. \flit}r a single exception, bilL.an L"
introdrc.d only Ly l.giol,to." or Ly etonJi"E ommitts o{ t}re

Senah rnd Aes"mbly. That exeption ir the Executiw BuJgcl

-hi"h i" ""[-itkd di.*tly Ly the Gow.n"r.
On inttoduction in tle Scnate, a Iill gop to tLc I.troduc-

tion.^J Rryirio" Officr, where it ir exar6lpld a"d ""'.eteJ,
6i"c" a nurnLe., *nt to thc appropriatt r!+ding commi*cq
entered irto tl'e S.not comp,tcq dcc,4d{o ha,c [ad it ii.st
o"d **nd '"uJi"g' ""d 

printcJ.

lnciJe"tally,'[i."t .o.ding,''*"oid .o.ding' o"J "thi'J

'caJin5' 
arc rerms which li4trictlc lcairlati'c,ea[uln,y

I-m thc Jay" *lren e..1, Lill ;ralood 
"loud 

i" frll in pulh"
sagion the tima Lc{orc lindrction co.ld Lc tatrrn,



Juat as we en6a6e specialistr {or specialized p.oblems such

"" 
l"6"lor *.dical adrice, eo d*a the Senate engagespeialists

to atuJy legirlation. Ttre speciulists 
"." -.-kr" of Sh.ding

Committcqc who evaluote bille and d*ide whether to "report'
them {*nd them} to the Senate flo. for a final decision by

the full memtersLip. A committee agenda ia iseued eacL *eeL
listi"g the bills and isue" r."h S".rte committee qill lranJle
the [ollo*ing *eh. Committm olten hold putrlic heerin6s on
bi)ls to gatler the viJest poraible rangp ol opinion.

The committ* ata6e is the second point at which the
citizeni conttitution i* important. An expression o{ opinion
o. 

" 
prop*"d Lill can k Eent directly to the commiHee chair-

man, or it can be sent to your lo.ul Senator {or reloy to tLe
committee memLer:.

Tlre committee eystem acts as a {unnel through rhich the
l".gp ,u-b"r o{ Lills introduced each *aeion muet pres lefore
they can be conaid.ruJ. And thu ,yrtem also acts as a sieve to
eift out undesiraLle or un*orkalle ideae.

After consideration, the committee may report tlre Lill to
the full Senete fot considetation, it may amend t],e bill, or it
may reiet it.

The Daily C"lendar is the aSenJa for Senate seaaions

and contains those messures *hi"h h"r" como through the
committm process. Bills tak. their plecr in order as ttrey are

repo"ted f"o- committre, and at thic point rre r"{err"d by

thoir Colenda. Numter. Thir p.oc""" 
"llom "dditioml 

ti-.
{or your reaction a5ainst or for a bill.

Each bill hae to be on tlre Senatore'd"s]" {o. thredays
Le{ore it can Le roted on, unlms tLe Covernor authoqiTe and
the Senate eccepts a Mcrup o[ Necosity for a c"rUin Lill.

\0h"n bill" re"ch the Order o{ Third R""diu6 *cy be"ome
.".Jy {o. a [ir.l ,otc. If t[,e sponm. o{ a Lill tpalizes at t['ie
point that h;. bill may not have enou6h Eupport for passage,

or hac. de[ect which may require an amcndment, [," -"y "rktlrat it Le laid aside ot returned to committea lor {urther study.

\flh.n the Lill comm up {or considerEtion on the Order o{
Third Reoding, it is euLiect to debate, diecursion o, explana-
tion,

By communicating your views on a particular iesue to your

Senator, you hrve another opportunity at tks point to partici-
pate in the lawmakirg pro""ar.

Once e bill has bmn introduceJ, rcported out by a commit-
iee and is on the calenJar {or considention by fre {ull Senate,

it can still b..-.nJ"d, TL" sporsor o[ the tiH, [o. 
"*"-p1",

can eubmit the cLangee to the B;ll D.u{tinE flommiraion; the
L;ll, ro* in its ame.deJ [orm, retains its odginal numLer, Lut
.m..ded rereions are deroted by a letter auffi* A, B, C, D and

so on {or e"ch time the L;ll is altered.

However, beyond this, a.y Sen&toi !!ay ameoJ a given bill
[y o{{erin6 amendments to it on t}rg Senate floor, ere. il he

or she is not one of thu bilh EponE&s.

Tlti: method allow "ll -.mLoru rccor to e bilh langrrge,
opening it to the ruggeeiions ".d ogjnions of -e-berc vho may

lihe the esee.tiol id"" o( th. Lill, St diaagr+ -ith the cponsor

o. o." o. -oru o{ the lcgislat'm3! detail:. Morcorer, since the
amendments are offered in o'g"n wssio., .ll nembers can ust
queetions and diacuss the muftr o{ the propord amend-e.te.

After explanation, J!rc!,ssioo o. Jebate, a vote is tafen.
I{ a maiority o[ the Serletote appro,es, the bill is eent to the

A"*-Lly.
In the A*embly, you a-Xain have a chance to influence the

bill u it mover through ilprmerr lasicelly the *ame ac thet in
the Senats It is re[erre{.'to a cilnmittee for Jiscraaio., und

i{ appro'ed there, it gocr to tk full membership for a vota
I{ th. bill ir app.oel iu t},. Ame-Lly wit},out amend-

ment, it gea on to the Gowtpot Ho**er, i[ it is changed, it
is returned to the Senata.[$r concurrence in tlre amendments.

The reverre proc"dutr ia follored i{ the Ae*mHy {iret
p.r"." 

" 
Lill iJentical io a Senatq measure or i[ tlre Sengte

"-erdr r. Asre-tlyiill.

Sometimer the Senate a.d Acrembly pass aimilar bills, lut
cannot eaaily reeoncile the di{[c.e.cee between them in a rea-
eo.aLle time l.ame. In cuch casea, a p"mrdurul dericecalled.

"on{"rence "o--ittee can be u*d to iton out the dif{erences.

The Scnate Majority Leader and Ar*-ily Spe.L". 
"""L

appoint {ive members f.om their respective houaes to serve on
lhis committee. A{ter a6reement ir r.ached, a Lill ia pri"ted

".d p.o""r*d lite.ny other bill.

Vhile the Legirlature ic in sesaion, the Covernor haa ten
layr (not countin6 Sundays) to eign or reto billo pas*d by both
Lo"see SiEned tills brcome la*; vetoed bills do 

"ot. Ho*euer,
ihe Corernor! {qilure to si6n or veto a bill vithin t}re 10-Jay
period means that it Lecomes law automatically. Vetoed bills
are rcturned to the house that [irrt par*d thu-, together witL
a Etatement of the reaaon {or tLeir diupprovul. A 

"etoed 
bill

"". L*o-" la* ii tvo-thirJs o{ the -u*berr r[ "."h 
],orre

vote to override the Governor'g veto.
l( 

" bill i. eent to the Governor when the Le6islrture is

out o[ *ssion. the ,ules are 
" 

bit di{[e.ent. At such times, the

Gorernor haa 30 days in which to mahe a decigion, and [ailure
to act (poclet veto) hae th. ame e{{ect ae a wto.

Citizen comment is an impottant part o[ tl,e legislative
process, Public opinion often affect1t]," 

"h"p" 
o{ 

" 
bill ." *ull

as its e,entual succesa or [ail..e. kememLer, your input can
play a crrciol role in Jetermininfht,* 

" 
bill f,""om", 

" 
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