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January 9,2003

Mark Ustin, Records Access Offrcer for the Govemor
Executive Chamber
Room 214
Albany, New York 12224

RE: CJA's unresponded-to December 6, 2002F.O.I.L.
request - herein now supplemented

Dear Mr. Ustin:

We have received no response to our December 6,2002 F.O.I.L. request - whicb
according to the certified mail/return receipt, was received by your oflice on
December 9,2002 -- one month ago.

Pursuant to F.O.I.L. [Public Officers Law, Article M, $89.3], your response was
due within five business days of receipt.

Please advise why no response has been foflhcoming - and when we may expect
your substantive response to the requested records.

We also take this opporhrnity to supplement our December 6, 2OO2 F.O.I.L.
request so as to include inspection and copying of all records pertinent to Section
VII of the Uniform Rules for Governor Pataki's State Judicial Screening
Committees, entitled "solicitation of Candidates".fll of that Section states:

"1. When the Chairman of a Judicial Screening Committee, or
the Executive Director, has been duly notified or becomes aware
that a vacancy on a court within its jurisdiction has occurred or
is about to occur, its respective Chairman and the Executive
Director shall anange for broadly disseminated public notice of
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the existence of the vacancy, of the procedure to be followed by
prospective candidates in order to be considered by the
committee, and of any date that has been set after which
questionnaires may no longer be accepted. Notice of the vacancy
shall be given to newspapers of general circulation, bar
associations, and such other persons and organizations as the
committee or its respective chairman and Executive Director
may deem appropriate and reasonable of accomplishment to
ensure that highly qualified candidates are drawn from a cross-
section of the jurisdiction involved, reflecting a diversity of
experience and backgroruld." [underlining added for emphasis].

Herein specifically requested are all notices during the Governor's tenruel
reflecting the aforesaid solicitation of candidates to fill judicial vacancies -
including advertisements, such as the enclosed from the November 26, 1997 New
York Law Journal. Please begin with all notices relating to the Court of Claims
vacancy to which Govetnor Pataki nominated Senate Judiciary Committee
Chairman James J. Lack on December 10, 2002.

Thank you.

Yours for a quality judiciary,

fre.zg €
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

Enclosure

| &e alsot[2aof GovernorPataki'sNovember 25,lgg7 ExecutiveOrder#l0.l,replicatingthe
identical fl2a of his April 25, 1995 Executive Order #10, requiring each of his Judicial Screening
Committees to:

"Actively recruit candidates for appointment or designation to the judicial
oflices within the committee's jurisdiction, to the end of obtaining candidates
reflecting the diverse backgrounds and experience of the citizens of this
State."
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The llew York State fudicial Screening Committee
is now accepting resumes to fil l twelve (rz) current
and anticipated vacancies for the posit ion of Judge
of the Court of Claims: four (q) paragraph (a) (civil)
vacancies; and eight (8) non-paragraph (a) (cr imi-
nal) vacancies. Judges of the Court of Claims exer-
c ise s ta tewide jur isd ic t ion,  and . iu i ic ia t  ass ign-
ments are made on the basis of the Court,s opera-
t ional  needs.  Areas of  ident i f ied need inc lude New
York City, Westchester County and Long lstand.
Appl icants must be attorneys admitted to pract ice
law in New York State for at least ten (ro) years.
Attorneys interested in seeking the posit ion shoutd
submit a resume to: Nan Weiner, Executive Director,
I ' lYS  Jud ic ia l  Sc reen ing  Commi t tee ,  6 lZ  Th i rd
Avenue, 38th Ftoor, New york, Ny root7. Al[  resumes
must  be received by the c lose of  bus iness on
December 5,  tgg7.
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