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Twentieth Century Fund
41 East  70 th  S t ree t
New York,  Ner^r york 1OO2L

Att :  Laur ie Ahlr ich,  pubr ic Relat ions Director

RE: Judic ia l  Roulet te

Dear Ms' . '  Ahlr ich:

Following up our .telephone conversation yesterday afternoon,this let ter  requests i i rormat ion auoul  the "af ter-r i fe,  of  thesuperrative r-988 report of the twenuielh- c.;iry Fundrs TaskForce on Judic iar  serect ion,  ent i t led iuai" ia i -no,-rr l t te.

i: 
ul="-yr11, the center for .]udicial Accountabil ity, rnc. (eJA)ls a non-part i .salr  non-prof i t  c i t izens'  act ion Lrganizat ion,focusi-ng excrusivery o1 iuaic iar  ""r . " t ion una ai=" i i r in.  issues.A copy of  our informat ionat brochure is-  enctosed.

Judic ia l  Rouret te descr ibes- the.  por i t ical  real i t ies under ly ingthe  f  ederar  j  ud ic ia r  se lec t io 'n  
- ! io " .== ,  

as  wer - r  as  thedysfunct ionar and sham nature of  the Senate conf i rnat ion process,which the Task Force concluded was a rrrubbe.r  . !?rnp,,  (at  p.  96).Based upon cJA's more recent s.tudy u'a its aiiEct, f irst,_handexperience, the sharnefur situation'ae=cridJ .igh; years ago inJgdic iar  Rouret te remains.  unchanged. This i rc iua.= procedurar
i : l i : | ;" ; : .  : i : ."!?nrt"*arion 

pfo"er.r dS to which .r.,ai" i i i

I 'Ma j  or  re form of  !h"  .  po l i t ics  of  jud ic ia l
se lect ion or  an e lus iv-e guest  for  prec ise
nonpar t isan s tandards is  no l  rea l is t ic . More
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the
should
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p o l i t i c s  o f
become more

p u b l i c l y
added)  .accountable.  , ,  (a t  p .  98 , emphasis
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PIainIy,  in devls ing a
reforms, i t  is  valuable
those reforms forward.
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Because eJA is action-orientedr w€ are working to build acoar i t ion of  organizat ions to achieve _non-part isan rproceduralchange'r  of  the senate I  s juaic ia l - -  " t " r i rmat ion process. Thisi n c l u d e s  r e f o r m s  r e c o m m e n d e d  i n  @  a n d ,specifically, the fol_Lowing """trr"rd.tior*
rrAt. a ml_nimurn, conf irmation hearings onnominees for the lower courts should bea n n o u n c e d  i n  a d v a n c e  w i t h  n o g i c e s  i na p p r o p r i a t e  1 e g a 1  n e h r s p a p e r s  a n d  t h ep e r i o d i c a l s  ' o f  

s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  b a rassociat ions.  In  addi t ion,  the Task Force isin .genera l  
,agreement  that  i ,he Senate,  s  adv iceand consent function under the constitut ion

c o u l d  b e  m a d e  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  , . r "  asubcommittee to conduct open hearings in thelocale in  which a nominee^ would be seated onthe federa l  bench.  r r  (a t  pp.  7_g,  emphasisadded)

strategy to aehieve long-ago recommended
to know what was previorisfy done to ;; ;"I t  was for  that  reason that  we cal led.

rn response to my inguiry as to whether @ hadbeen presented to the senite Judiciirv--c"r.ittee, you stated thatit had. Howeverr You hrere unsure as to the particulars. wewourd greatly appreciate if you wouta ue go_od enough to dig intothe Twentieth century Fundti arcnives ana obtaii for us moreinformatlon. How wls ,rualcrai nouieqte presented? was ita c c o m p a n i e d b y - a n y w r i t t e @ i g h t i n g t h e T a s k F o r c e | s
conclusions and recommendat ions? 

- i l " " - ' i t  - ' i fJ"  
presented tosenators outside the committee, the funerican Bar Ass6ciation, theJust ice Departnent,  etc.? was any ,r i t t "n ret ter  or  request foraction made to thern?

Perhaps Judic ia l  &lutet te was the subject  of  test inony bymembers  o f  the  Task  
-Force  

on  ;ua i l ia r  s . r " " t ion  a t  acongresslonal  hear ing.  For e_xampre, in June l_ggg, the Twent iethcentury Task Force on Federal  , r ia ic ia:-  Responsibir i ty test i f iedbefore the House Judic iary commit te" i "  to the concrusions andrecommendat ions thereaftei  contained in 
- i t=--rupJrt ,  

The GoodJudqe.

obviousry, we are extremery interested in knowing what kind ofr e s p o n s e t h e T w e n t i e t h C e n t u r y F u n d r e c e i v e d - i ; f u
and its recommendations for- cha"t".- courd \,re see copies oflet ters,  press reports,  academic cr l i iques, etc.?
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i3li,.de s cr ib i n g tho s e recommenaat i oris 1 r.- I i =o"L-r'"il:"J;:

Yours for  a qual i ty judic iary,

&ena e
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountabil i ty, fnc.

Enclosures:

we are most - excited by th? prospect, of building upon theimportant work already don" by the'Twentieth c".rt.,rv Fund andcommon cause. we hope you wirr snaie our enthusiasm so thatthose long-ago recomnendacions for non-fartisan ;; i l ; may soonerbecome a real i ty.

Thanking you for your tirne and attention

( 1 )
( 2 )

CJA brochure
8/19 /96  I t r  to Common Cause

(3 )  Assemb lv -L ine  Approva l :  pp .  4 -5 ,  25_33

i t s
f n .

-a  Judic ia l  Roulet te  re l ies
Chapter  4 rsenate Conf i rmat ion:
2 ,  4 ,  a l s o  f n .  4 8 ) .

on the Common Cause study in
A Rubber  Stamp?, ,  (See,  p.  65,
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