
Cnnrrn /ot Juorcur, AcconNTABrLrry, rNC.
P.A bx 69, Gcfrtey lWu
Whib Plains, Ncto Yo* 10605.{n69

Elato Rr.flt Sassoxr, Curdindu

TeI (914) 421-1200
Fu (914) 42&4994

E-Moil: fuQmch@olann
Wd site: wwwjufuNchorg

BY FAX: 518-432-6178 (2 pases)

December 22,1999

Blair Horner, Legislative Director
NYPIRG
107 Washington Avenue
Albany, New York

RE: I.IYPIRG's ethics complaints, filed with the Nrs Ethics
Commission

Dear Blair:

Hope you're feeling bettcr. Following up our phone connersation yesterday, this
is to remind you to fa< me a copy of NYPIRG's ethics complaint based on the
Philip Morris contributions, the Hungarian-American Chamber of Commerce trip,
etc. - AND the Ethics Commission's acknowledgement letter. Please advise f
Common Cause and League of Women Voters filed separale ethics complaints.

In return, I will be sending you copies of this year's batch of CJA's ethics
complaints against the Governor, the Attorney General, etc., filed with the NyS
Ethics Commission - so that you can see for yourself the Ethics Commission non-
response to substantive, fully-documented ethics complaints filed by ordinary
citizens or by citizens' organizations like CJA - without the clout of NYpIRG,
Common Cause, League of Women Voters, etc.

Meantimg here's a copy of my Ietter to the Editor, "An Appal to Fairness: Revisit
the Court of Appeals" in the December 28, 1998 New york post about the
Rosenblatt confirmation. Its concluding paragraph "This is why we will be calling
upon our new state attorney general as the 'People's lawyer,' to launch an official
investigation" provides a preview of the materials I will be sending you about
Attorney General Spitzer's sham "public integrity unit" and his active complicity
in systemic governmental comrption involving the Governor.

Widring you a happy, healthy holiday - and a new millenium marked bv concerted
citizen action on behalf of the public interest.
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This is why we will be calling
upon our new state attornev
general as the "people,s lari-
yer," to launch an offriial inves-
tigation. Elena Ruth Sassower
Center for Judicial Accountabilitv

White ptain3
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An Appeal to Fairness:
Reuisit the Gourt of Appeals

oYour editorial "Reclaimine the
Court of Appeals" (Dec. 1g") as-
serts that Albert Rosenblatt will .
be,judged by how well he up-
nolds the democratic process"from those who would ieek to
short-circuit" it.

On that score, it is not too
gally- to judge_him. He permit-
ted the state Senate to inake a
mockery of the democratic pro-
ce-ss and the public's riihts
when it confirmed him last
Thursday.

The_Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee's hearing on Justice Rosen-
blatt's confirmation to our
"!."F]r highest court was by in-
vitation onlv.

The Committee denied invita-
tigng to citizens wishing to tes-
lify in ̂ opposition and pievented
Enem from even attending the
hearing ̂ by witiholding in?orm-
ation of its date, wf,ich was
never publiciy annonnced.

_Even reporters at the Capitol
did not know when the co'nfir-
mation hearing would be held
until ^last. Thursday, the very
qay oI tne heanng.

^ The re^sult was worthy of the
former Soviet Union: a"rubbei-

stqr_np confirmation ..hearing,,

$!h 4o-o-pposition testimony"1
followbd by unanimous Seiate
approval.

Inthe 20 years since electjons
to the Court of Appeals were
scrapped in favor of what was
purported to be "merit selec_
tion," we do not believe the Sen=
ate Judiciary Committee ever- until last Thursday - con_
ducted a confirmation hearinl
to the Court of Appeals withou?
notrce to the public and oppor_
tgpry for it to be heard in 6ipo-
sition.

_ That it did so in confirming
Justice Rosenblatt reflects ltE
c-onscious knowledge and
that of Justice Rosenblatt _
that his confirmation would not
survive publicly presented oppo-
srtror. testiTon),. It certainly
would not have survived the
testimony of our non-partisan
cltrzens' organization.
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