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Crnum FtoR JttDrcrAL Accornresnny, INc..
Whitc Plains,I,IY, May 27, igg6.

Senator Onnnl G. Illtcn,
Clwirnion, U.S. Serutc Jud,iciary Committu,
Dirken Senate Offie Building,
Wuhington, DC.

RE: ABA Rolz in Judicial Nomit.totians Moy 21, 1996 Hearitq
DEAR CIIAnrren Htncn: We are a national non-partisan, non-profit citizend orsa-

nization, focusiDg on the twin issiues ofjudisial selection aid dis'sipline<u the fEd-
eral, state, and lircd levels. A copy of our infomationet bnochure ie enclosed for your
refernence.

Ttre Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. has a tremendous amount of dosu-
nentary infomation to contribute to the, Senate Judiciary Committee about tbe
American Bar Aeeociation's behind-closed-doors ercrrening- of judicial candidatee.
Conseguently, we wene moet distressed not to have been infonied of the CommiL
tee'e hearing laet week on the ABA'B role in federal judicial nominations.

Yotg S* fgur years ago, the local citizenql grout loq which the Center emeryed
undertook a sir-month inveetigative study of tre federal judicial nominations pnoc-
ess. That aludy.effectivef piettnd the teii of secrec5/ shrouding the ABA'o sodlled
Scnerenrng Ot JU(uClaI CaDOrCaEeS.

What we established, t}rough a document-based case shrdy and analysis, was nof
Se nuplidy-perceived gartisan iesue of .*he.thet the ralirrgs of the AETfp Standing
Cornmittee on Federal Judiciary are contaminated by a aifural" agenda. Rather. we
establighed the iesue that muet ooncem oll Americans: the grosJdeficienw of'the
ABA'e jgdiciat screeling F faili"g to mpke pnoper threehold d-eterminations 

-of "com-
peten@', antegrih/ and'temperament".

firose findings wel€_ pnesented to the Senate Judiciary Committee as our "Law
Da{.contribution in.May 1992, as part of_g_60-page Critigue, supported by a Com-
pendium of over 60 documentary exhibite. We alsolpresentid bur'Gitique [o former
Senate Mqiority Leader_Mitchell, under a May 18; 1992 coverletter that was eent
b "rryry member of the_Senate Jg4iciaty CommiSlse. A copy of that coverletter. call-
+g_tg" + morztorium of lll judicial uodinations, pending bhAat investigation ;f the
deficient-judicial esr€ening prqocess, ie enclosed,- as is i copy of the Criuque and
Compendium.

A16o encloeed is a co-py -of gur tpttef !o the Editor about the AB.{s insupportable
ratinga, whi4 was published in the July 17, 1992 New York Tim.es under'itie UUJ"Ilntiritworthy Ratings?.

Ironically, the ABA member who was most directly responsible for the incom-

i,"#"i,ifi iff fr$ffi ,%ff ,iolP*::w;h"3fl.r"Tff .**f;h?:"Hffi mit
Standi+g Qommittee on Federal Judiciary.- Imme6i61"1y thereafter, Mr. Wilfii1o
came its Chaiman. Mr. Willis testifred at last week'e Senate Judiiiary Committee
hearing.
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Followine submission of our critique, we. q1gage3 in a voluminous correspondencewith the slnate .lu&-.i-"w'coi-iiiJ"'a',d thi i3A-r-ong others. copiis of ourletters to the ABA were ftt Gtt" ui" SL""L "l"ai"i"#'c"qpittee and have beencollected in a compengurn. it ;r';-*;ii F #;,itiiifi'-*"o",- ;r; ;ffia;s cor_rcspondence with .the scnate-iuaicifi Cdmid;;; 
"S"ate 

leadership, the other
#h9""#i"T#tion of th;-ff;i r# city "f N;i;"I";e FA;Ji";6uncil,

fire fiIe of our ABA correspondence-.spal+ng to _Nove,rnber l-gg$__dispositivelyshows that the ABA tumed16E;k;; itriethicalaria irioiessional duty to'take cor-rective steps. In the face of our documeilA;h;;"s-"fil;;;;i;.-;i,th;sfinair,g
committBels iudicial scF;ttt d;ABGtil;?i""li it" indefensibl" ""d'g o"to address thi defrgiencies_ of its,"""-"oi"g p;;;":-

such unassailable proof leaveJ;;-a;"Efbu-itrrat the ABA is wfrolly unworthy ofthe public tmst-and or trre mrst?its er"ct"a om.i"t-r *:no nominate and confirmour life'time federat_court j,udges larg"ty-t;a;;eq- frJff iluo*, ratinss.Ttre centc/8 more regqnt co-ntacts-wi'th trr" ag]rr st"".ti"g commiftee on Federal[rYilros::#ttri{Tlgingri*eniwFi*.*#,rTr*:nrclinton' Ttrev rev.egf trrai lfie i-ui!- *itlt th"--..{B.f'goes_ beyond incompetent*-=ro;J3:J"*'",r-H"T.ti,gHf"tff ;H#g"iii1r.gTrFHf *fr #kfi :
so that there is go 'nJqt"king how seriou-s this most recent matter is, we encloeea copv of our october 31, 1996 letter t" th"-s*o"d-b1iiltit repnesentative of theABA' standine comniata *-FA;;;l indrad-Thlifieq, a&:ompaniJa bv.*p_porting docum6ntation, e.t Lurhii-rti*-ll"-flfbfi'3di; supreme-courr JusticeLawreuce E. IGhn, whose.guqrificauo"J d;&;A;g"GIr-itt* wag then review_

ff itf&e##t*;"H"*l:9"#*1? jiiilil.+h"r"5"dffit"rive*fl""l;il"a".,,"a
Kahn had perverk;a',-p;i:f,'*t##ga'#[r*iffiffi"'ks.t{'#,.j*f *iudicihl noirinationq qu"* Y*t sliiii iit;," ffi_-lj#fruu""r parries.How did the ABA sta"ai"-g-c";;;!Fe respond tri oG pgticulous presentationdocumentine the unfitne"r or'l""liJiibili fir;i#t"H"uri"g from il at all. F.i-nnlly, after-more than.two monthr, i".f-,*ri5,';f tiiiiyU;we telephoued the ofEceof the standins committee'is"dd 

-ai"."it 
r6presentdtive] Tt " """r.tary there toldue that she wds iust.cboutt" aftr"io Ggr$;_;hetfr;we wanted our materiarsp#rffifponited thaa h&d r; dii-ir=tdsfiffi; c"d"itd il"J'ffi".,sl,

- Ttp materialg reached ue the followihd-t"'ffi ;i,i;;ap';;t"ti;s;f ffirlffi J.":foi,T,fl,F;"-t,g1.**:
dx,ppty6fi ,F",ff6,ruir+:r,l;A*_mH#r"m##:*l
note of thaDl$ for the- cleariv [&;];;;ll;"t Fffi;;: by our compnehensive,

:tr"]"#,ie*f 
"a;*rorun"ffi:rf#*6gfrr;4B4,smidyearconven-

tion in Balt'more-at which it-h"t'e'#" programi-"oh_ihJ-iederal judi.cial s*eeningand confi:mation oroces-Fwe tried io !p"g$ t" td s6;dirg cornrnittee,g curentchair, carobm Lainntabout h"*Ii; ii"-a u"":" "iiril6ti,irp-by the second circuitrepresentative to our october 31, io96 l;tt";:;;;#"f ;tiich we had sent to her.ME. Lamm's resDonse,waq proglnt gnd-i[-qsi;.-8fi""*,"!".roiot"rested in hear.what we had to'sav about \o*"th" 5&"a G".i;;pdlnFuve rraa nanatea tf,Ereview. And she wis not ""h;;d-;i;" ilt"ie'i;;'uiff'ur" materialg had beenrehuned to ue without 
:rr ;" -i"h-gi ". note orltianr.s Indeed, her position wasthat our civic contribqlion was not ""titieq;;;";ffiSi,o"-.rd-t"'"iifi 

"f,i"q$-1"t"';i""ei;ior-this_yearlF*;id"X[%1ffi]t"ffi 
#,*Justice Kahn b trg distdct;ln;rt?ffi-the Nfih'# Di"'#i or New york. It morelikdv than not that iue.h-no-i"iti'ii, tia 4d?;_liJ*,""-ptii'"o ABA rating of ,.notqualified"' Indeed. we uetieve *ral tt;ii h_"_ade. Stti,aifigt"--rttee beef,inclinedto "gtick out its ieck" by rati&-d;il-K;h;i;;'a;ffifi;-, it wourd have been'qffi"[ffi:Hh5 for tulrher ifr"*,rd""_eti,i,t ;; ;;;A;" .e"ne"le"ce 

;il hd.translitted1;-,["-b1-L j?]"ff &r"$,"ff m*.TffiHr",f 5*#":"tls,tnQsrnmiffse'g Dolicv is ngt t" -"tgTdri;d"g;;tf",iry-.;fr;bre until the confinna-tig.n hea4ng.thieig a deparhrre fh";-;;1dG.g"tEil;t#iofoH"iili-i"ffi "tfl ffi ltri"q*:w6,ffi*3"1",x*xPresi dent Bush's j uai aat nomii.Jih;i ;; ;#:;, ;;;;'*,
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s"3#"ffiffi g#dfd":%#.Tfg#T#*,:fi &li'ffi#",,f ffi trHffi,trbeen in effect, and erptad

p.ffi ffii,;*"f"ti,:f*,#fl:ti*1,Hff#ffi l:lff ,yt#the nomiuation ig aaniuncea.t 
------ sse rt

ffi
ffius. qn opporfunity tmqw

*t
Hff #,*"rtr$:#*:$*w%#ffimffi ffi

Yourg for a guality judiciary,

r'onpde Nors: Above **ffi;ffJ;?ffi ,t*
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