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Crrvrgn 1or lvolct.{r AccouNTABILITy, rNc.
(9141 421 -12oo. Fax (9 14) oa4+Ssa

Box 69, Gedney Station
White Plains, New york 10605

Bv Prioritv Mail

Septenber 22, 1-996

fnternal Affairs-and fnspections Division
U:S. Capitol pol j_ce Headquarters
l -L9 D Street ,  N.E
Washington,  .  D.C.  20510-72L8
Icer t i f ied Mai l :  p-543-L72-7 4Ol

Larry Soulsby, Chief of pol ice
Metropoli tan police
300 Ind iana Avenue,  N.W.
Room 5080
Washington,  D.  C.  2OOO1
[Cert i f ied Mai I  :  p-543-L72-7 4L]

RE:

HerewLth ls ny written compl.1n!- of porice misconduct by officersof the u's- capitor porice and the ultropolitan porice.

sergeant Danier Palmer of .u.s.  capi tor  pol ice inforned me of  theexistence of a formar rrcit izen c"ilpi"I"t procedurei-and was goodenough to send me a brochure "nlrinitg the procedures and aconpraint form' .The cornpreted f,orm is-Lnnexed as a coversheet tomy within cornplaint

According to Ronald Harris, Assistant General counsel ofMetroporitan porice, the Metropolid; porice al"= ,rot have anyforms for complaints against i* olil"".r and has no brochure ofits procedures. Mr. Harris ,a;t;J- that r =no,ria direct nycompraint of miscondugt by officers "i ttr" Metropor j-tan porice toi ts Chief  of  pol ice,  f ,arr |  Soulsby.

This was contradicted by Mr. Harrisr SUperior, Terrence Ryan,Deputv Generar counsel or .tne uetroporit i l-;; i i"J'rno told methat Metropolitan por;ice does have ?- cornpraint procedure, withcornplaint forms_. - However, he agreed-that ny complaint courd besent to Mr. soulsby. A copy is, 
-theieior", 

being sent to hirn forthat purpose.

r-feer it incurnbent upon me to note--and r so informed Mr. Ryanafter Mr '  Harr is hung up on me--Mr. .  Harr isr  
-LnprofessionaL

conduct. rn ny two telephone conversations- "ltn f;: Harris, hewas hostile to {rY_attenpti to intoim 
-tne 

eeneral .counse' s officeof what r stared r berieved were .ri"r"I i.,,r;;--rir;gJil".r,u
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Septenber 22, 1.996

unconstitutional practices of the Metropolitan porice. Arthoughr repeatedly enphasized to Mr. uarris--tnat r beli""Ea the currentsituation nade 
-MetroPolitan 

Police vuinerable to suit and thatcorrective action should be inrneaiiiery taken, he Lras notparticularly interested or _receptive. 
- 

indeed., Mr. Harris tord rnethat if f felt so stronsly "[""i- -ia, :. should be the one toresearch the issues r teic were iriegar and unconstitutionar__rather than the office of the Gene;;i-a;"nser and argued with methat r should hire an attorney to research the raw.
Arthough r repeatedry nade known to ![r. Itarris that the centerfor Judicial Accounrabiriry,_ 

T^". y;-, ;F"_nding ir= 
-li;e 

and moneyon rong-distance phone cairs so as to f,erp u"ti"p"i it.r, porice__as werl  as u.s.  capi to l  Por ice--avoid r i t igu€i""- i r " ,  some othersource, since r stated that r had no iniention b;;;, Mr. Harriswas totalry unappreciative and made it appear that there would beno forrow-up by the Generar counsefrs office to anything r wassaying.

Yours for a quallty Judiclary,

ELENA RUrH SASSOWER,
Center for Judicial

CJA| s

Enclosures

cc:  of f ice of  the Generar counser,  u.s.  capi tor  por ice
John T. CauIfield, General Counsel

office of the Generar counser, Metroporitan porr.ce
Terrence Ryen, Deputy General counsel
Ronald Harris, Assislant General Counsel

ACLU - D.C. Off ice
Fritz Murhauser, coordinator of Lit igation screening

Clerk, D.e. Superior Court
Certif ied MaiI/RRR: p_S43 _L72_?42

&e<q,e
Coordinator

Accountabil ity, fnc.

ToT your l_nf ornation,
inforrational brochure is

a copy of
enclosed.

1 5 5



JP  5 r r 3  1 ? e  ? q 0

US Postalserulce

F::",pt f_or Certified MaifNo Insurance Coveraje p'r""iO*.
Do not use fnr,Jnra-ol^-^r .,-. ,.

!
I
E
ooo
tr
tr
t
t
E
oi
tr
o
J

o
I

I
!
E
o

f

op
o
oo
o
o
o
E

tr
o
tt
o
g
o.
E
o(,

I r Compf ete items 1 andlor 2 tor additional s€Mces.rcomplete items 3, 4a, and 4b.
r Print your name and address on th€ reverse or rhis form 80 rhat w€ can ,.tum riscard to you.
tAnach this form to the front of the mailpiece, or on the back it space do€8 notpermil.
.Vlnte'R.etum Rec€ipt Requestd. on the mailpiece below lhe arlicte nunD€tr I n€ Herum Hecerpt wiil show ro whom the artide was deriv€red and the datedelivered.

(

lalso wish to receive the
following services (for an
extra fee):

1. El Addressee's Address
2. E Restricted Delivery

Consult postrnaster for fee.
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WASHINGTON, 00 2051G7218
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COMPI,ATNANT:

DATE:

Coordinator
Accountabil ity, fne.

U.S. Capi to l  pot icG--
Metropolitan police

TIgl. Ruth Sassower,
Center for Judicial '

Septenber 22, Lgg6

This conpraint of porice nisconduct forrows ny lengthy terephoneconversations 'rltl, among _o^thers, clnlrar c6unsei-or the u.s.capitor porice, John T. cilrriera,' *riri i-pepgty Generar counser ofthe netroporitan police, Teare]rsl n-v-"", witir a==-iE.r,t Generarcounser of the Metroporitan _poricer- nonara Harris, and with thecoordinator of r,it igation- screenihg---ior the washington, D. c.office of the ACLU, fritz Mulhauser. 
-

Based upon the cunulative information r have received from thenand my own analysis, it appears that:

(1) i22-LL2L is the_ 
_,Disordgrly conduct', statute. rtprovides. that a pers^on guirt! of such cnarqe *sharr befined nor more than $3sd ", irnpii";;;; i"i-i.""e than e0daysr or both.r  (Exhibi t  , ,a_1i  )

(2)  523-1110, ent i t led_ nDesignat ion of  of f lc ia l  to takebair or corraterar wneri court is 
-"-"i- l '  

sessioniissuance of citationsr, is-Lne statull whereby thejudges of the D.c. superior court appoint an officiarof !h" ^Metroporitan porice oepartnL-nt .to act as acrerk of the court with auth6ritt 
- 

i; t}e bair orcollater_ar fr:orn persons charged witn oteenses triablein the superior 
-court 

at arf times wnln iie court isnot open and its cterks ":::":!! iJ-- f iection a).pursuant to sect ion p(2) of  s23-L11o, =rrEh appointedofficial . is_ empowered 
't; 

issue citations 
-and 

releasefron custody persons arrested without a warrant onmisdemeanor charges (Exhibit ,rA_2") .
(3 )  523-1110 (b )  ( t )  p rov ides  tha t r

'An officer or member of the Metropolitanporice Department who "rr."t" without awarrant a person for comrnitting a misaern"i.o,
DaYr 

,issue a citat@ne person toappear before an official 0r- tne Meiropolit inpo l i ce  Depar tment .  des ignatea . . . to  ac t  as  aclerk.gf--!he Superior C6urt,, (Ernphasis added
E x h i b i t  r A _ 2 n )  Y  $ g s s s ,
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)

(4) s23-r-110 (b) (3) requires that  no c i tat ion nay be issuedunder  S23-L l ,J .0  (b )  ( t )  o r  (b )  (2 ) :
iunless t!" person authorized to issue thecitation has reason to berieve 1-hJ in"arrested person will not cause inj"ry 

-to
persons or danage to property and Lnal hewill _make an appearan-e 

-in 
answer to the

c i ta t ion .  r  
E"ewvr  ev  t - '

As shown by the instant compraint, u.s. capitor and Metroporitan
ff: l:" 

did not forlow the ippricaui"-p"""isions--or 523_1110 in

(a) Off icers of  the U.S. Capi tot  andMetroporitan. porice had 4 reason to believethat r would either cauJd injurv io ["r=o.=or- damage to property or that i wtura iair to
Ta\e an appearance in answer to a citation.fndeed, all indications wer.e to the contrary.conseguentry, r was erigible ror 

-citation

re lease under  523-11_10 (b ) i1 )  " " - fu l  t i i .
(b) f was taken into custody by U.S. CapitolPorice and transferred to the cerrbrock ofthe Metroporitan porice for tn" 

- 
gpr*purpose of being jailed overnight unFicould be brought before a jua.ie 

- 
th; nextnorning.

(c) Neither U.S. Capitol or Metropolitan
Police made -any prolision for De to beb r o u g h t .  b e f o r e  t h e  o f f i c i a f  o f  t h eMetropolitan 

_l?f-ig: Department, 
-aesignated

pursuant to 523-1110 (a),  mto take Uaif  o icor lateral  when court  
- is-not 

in ses=ionr orto issue ci tat ions.  
\

(d)  Nei ther.  U.S..  Capi to l  or  Metropol i tan
Police accuratery info-rmed me of pi"-""arrr""
rerating to ny 

- 
detention and idr"ild andresis-ted.ury attempls to obtain craii i iJ"ti"r,-- t l S l u d i n g  c t a i i f i c a t i o n  f r o n  

-  
s u p e r i o ro f f i cers .

(e) rndiv idual  of f icers of  Metroporr tan
Po1ice acted Uyannouncing thg nonetar@r myrelease and insisting that payr""i tiereotwould resurt -in rny fbrfeit i.g'.ny 

-rigirt 
tocontest the rdisorderry condult,' in"ril forwhich I had been arrestLd.
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De Facto paying a fine does not forecrose a person,s right tothereafter obtain a trial. rheT.c. superior cJurt has a printedforn entitred rrMotion to set Aside rorieitui";-i"i that purpose,avaitabte to those. reguesti"g ia f nxniulT 
- 

,,"-_ii) . The D. c.office of the American civir i iu"rti"= union tras in instructionsheet regarding such motion entitGa: ,unaoing f post andforfei t . . .  r r r ,  which states that  i t  Ts_tr f1 l" ty,r  opposed by D.C.Corporation Counsel rs office (Exhibif "e_2") .

r submit that the existence of the D..e. s_uperior courtrs pre_printed rrMotion to set Aside rorreiiuretr ana 
-ttre 

practice of theD'c' corporation counsel to accede to such motion requests are aconcession that, de jure, it is untawtur to incaiceiate overnighton a charge of rdisorderry conductr a person who wishes tocontest that charge, whire--at the same _ tine--pernitting suchperson to be released if he pays a fine and forfei'ts tris right tocontest the charge. r havL asked eeneral counsel of both theMetropolitan and u.s. capitor porice io get a regar opinion as tosame and hereby reiterate that request.

In any event,  only the of f i : i " l  designated under S23_ttLO (a) isauthorized to set the amount of the tine or bailr o! to issue acitation release to a person taken into custody.

r arso wish to reiterate--much as r stated to Mr. caurfierd--thathis responsibil i ty is nol only to 
- 

"rr"rrr" the fairness andconstitutionarity of procedures 6Snlove{ by u.s.- capitol police,
but of those enproyed by the uEtr6pori€an pori;;. This isbecause capitor Porice Lurns over 

'its 
;;hir"ia"rry conductrlarrestees to Metropolitan porice for """."ighi detention.consequ.ent ly,  .  u.s_.  capi to l  Pol ice is 
-  

J i -Gi i "a to takecorrective action when--as now--it is nade "r.r"-init p"rsons ittransfers to Metropolitan Police are being ilj""i"i t" coercivepressures to get then to forfeit their- righii-io- contest therrdisord-erly conductrr charge for wnicn 
- 

"'.pitJi police hasarrested then. rn ny case, being_ _herd i"""*""1"ia-", without theopportunity to nake a phone carr, haffie effect offorcing De to agree to the u6insi,--;erery so i-coura call nyworried family.

r regard the misconduct of u.s. _capitol police rerating to lnyarrest on a 'di-sorderly conducl,r _ charge 
-.= --p"rti""r.ri i

egregious. As detaired b"1?, .capitor porice responaed to nyregirimate questions as to their 
-",rtnlrilt 

"y 
-iiiori'g 

rhosequestions and usltlq bulrying tactics. such conduct wourd notbefit the Metroporitan poric;, who lJror the "rlv "treets wheregun-wielding thugs and others."lsrs6 in viorent-a6ts. rt surerydoes not befit the u.s. capitor porice, whose unigue patror isthe u.s. congres.s., wher-e palriotic citizens, from tirroughout thenation, come in the good raitn uerier lnat they can contribute togovernment processes.
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such patriotic citizens are particularly sensitive to the rlghtsof  c i t izens in a democracy. The natural .conseguence of  pol icefairure to deny or dispu!"-. ci[ i]en,s- ctain ah;t-ihe porice areacting in excess of their_ auttroritv 
-is 

that that� cit izen wil lcontinue to do so--leading to hi; arrest on a . 
rdisorderly

conductt charge. rt should-be ouvious that if ; "itr""rr," good_faith chalrengg to police authority i; erroneous, the porice havea duty to so inforn the citizen 
'r" 

u" not to hsei hin up,, forarrest when he continues to protest something rtr"=" regitinacythe porice have neither denied ""i-ai=p"ted.

rn my case, r. berieve my good-faith charrenge to the acti.ons ofthe u.s. capitol policL 
._werg -regarly grounded__and that theofficers arresting ne--vho had irot 

'ae-niea 
oi iisputea thelegitinacy of ny chatlenge--knew as nucfr.

BACXGROT'ND3

The background to ny conpraint of misconduct by the u.s. capitolPorice is set. fortrr in ry retter d"t"d June 28, 1996, addressedto senate Judiciary cornnittee chairman orrin l{it"h, with a copyindicated for u.s. capitor eoric- (n"niuii-,,f',.r'i-."'"'
My June 28th retter details that three days earrierr oD June25th' the u.s. capitor police. rrere, ritno.td-""rr="-,- summoned tothe senate Judiciary comrnittee rs trlarrng 

-;;; 
during itsconfirmation hearings on six . juaiciit 

. noiin;;;' among them,r,awrence Kahn. The retter reciies how the u.i.- 'capitor poriceofficers observed me during the course of the hearinbs--uut madeno arrest and, . thereaf_te.r, thlt they forlowed ," 
-i"c" 

the senateJudiciary corumittee offi&, where tn"v likewise oiservea me inthe public waitih![ drea--uut nade ns ai'rest.

I:"f:Trt"FlirJ*1., 
paee 1r. of ny June 2 8rh retrer (Exhibit ,,cx )

rrThis shoutd be the end of my recitation ofpy police-escort for ny appearance in the
lear ing room,3nd wait in| .area. However,  i tdid not end there. Witlrin a couple of feetof the Senate Judiciary cornrnitde",= 

-d;;;;

Capitol police wro_ngfutli arrested me in thecorridor on a eompletely-trurnped_up charge ofdisorderly conducl. f; fact, what occurredw a s  n o t h i n g  s h o r t  o f  
- g r o s s  - l o f i " "

1 The u:s. capitor porice were indicated recipients tothat letter and were sent-3-""pv-uv cert i f ied lair ,  returnreceipt,  under a.Jury L7, r .996 cbierr letter in"t lui t  ,cr).  Ashereinafter described, it came back unaeriver"i-' i i it it it rr11rr) .
4
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misconduct. r

This.conplaint picks up where ny
p rov ides  the  de ta i t s  o f  t ha
characterized therein.

ilune 28th letter left off andr rg ross  po l i ce  m isconduc t r t

TIIE ARREST BY U.S. CAPITOT POLTCE:

As r exited from the senate Judici".ry connittee offlce, the threeu - s : . c a p i t o t  p o r i c e  w h o  h a d  w a i € e d  w i t h , - - l '  t h e  s e n a t eJudiciary cornmittee offices, reft as welr. we exctringea aniableparting words. rn the course of our good-byes, o." of the twomare officers asked if he courd see =on6 iaentii i". i io..

r assuned that the reason forr such.request was that the officerwanted ny name fo_r- purposes- of writing a report as to how he andhis ferrow two officers had spent th; preciding trour or so. rmay have said as nuch. I myself eipficilil, 
-.t"t"a 

that fintended to write-up tl:. Kaf-ka-esgue story of the senateJudiciary conmittee I s staf f I s mistreatient of 
-ne--onry 

partiarlyobserrred by the officers--and that r _sr_as happy t; provide nyidentif ication so rong as he and his ielrow "rri""t= provided mewith their badge numbers so r could include it in my write_up.

r then handed the officer who. had reguested the identification mywallet--on the outside of ,which_ wa,s 
-rny 

photo r. D- r.rew york statedriverrs ricense. while he and the 6ttrer mare oti icer exaninedit, r described to the woman officer who was beside me how fouryears earrier r had been sinilarly rnistreated when r attenpted tobring to the attention of thin senate Judiciary cornmitteechair:rran Joseph Biden the nl-sconduct of the senile Judiciarycornmittee staff. r recounted how r had traveiiea down towashington and that, without cause, u.s. capitol porice had beensummoned to remove me from senator Bidenr-s senate office. rcontrasted the despicable behavior of Senator Bidenrs officepersonnel--who were cornpletely disinterested in learning about,the reason for ny visit--with the conduct of th;-u.s. capitorporice whose fir-s! question !o _rn-e upon- arriving "" ti," scene wasxwhat I s the probrem?rr. r told tire woman oif icer that r hadwritten up what had taken prace at that time in a retteraddressed to chairnan Biden--a.copy of  which r  f i ia," i red to thecapitol police, to the attentiotr'-or tn" ofricers invorvea, whohad given me their  names (Exhibi t  r rprr) . - -

As r was terring the woman officer the story, the police officerwho had taken my r.D. interrupted to ask whether the number onmy driver's licens_e- was my so6iar """.riity ;"rb;;. r responded
ln _!!e negative. tfhen he 

-asked 
ne for the- ""ruli,- r stated thatr did not believe he was entitled to itrat intorrniiion and that rregarded such inguiry as rintrusiver. The officer did notrespond to ny objection. Nor did eithei "i- i l ; other two
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officers' r then resuned ury not_ye_t concluded story to the hromanofficer about what had occurred four years earlilr. However,moments rater, r became arirare that thL officeil0 whon r hadgiven ny driverts license was. reading aroud inrorrnition from it
iffi"ll" 

warkie-rarkie in an attenli do ourJi" ,v ."li"r security

r innediatery turned to the officer and reiterated ny objectionthat he had no right to the inrormition tre rf,as =""rir,g and thathis inquiry hras 'tntrusiverr... qaiii;- neitnei n" "", the othermare officer responded--nor the renai6 officer.

rnstead, the female officer endeavored to distract me from whatthe officer with ny driverrs ricense wascoi;;-;y Lrr"o.rr.ging meto conrinue ny story. Meanwhire, lnal-"ti i"";; idiy proceeded,over ny objection, with re_ad-ing irre inrormation f5i; ny driver,slicense into the walkie talkie.

As a result, r noygg away fron the fenale offlcer and deurandedthat the officer w1t_h ury l icense return it t"-rn".--He refused. rasserted that r had been under no -obrigation to-n"v"'given;i l-r;l icense in the first place, that ne trla no right to it, and thatr wanted it back. Neither he nor the other-officers counteredwith any statement as to their right-io 
1v ri;;;;. They sinpryrefused to give it back and th-reatenea me ,Jitn arrest if rcontinued to insist.

still, not one of the three offl-cers addressed the issue aboutwhich r was reacting so strongly--ttreir rign! 6 ;;ricense and,beyond that, to ny sociar secririty. r,mb"r. rnstead, the officerwho had ny license lunged at me iitrr handcuffs, innouncing thatI was under arrest.

I{ith ny wrists handcuffed !9tr_ina ny back, r was taken outsr.de theDirksen senate office Building, 
'b;;t- 'searched 

on the streetoutside, and transported by p5ii""--E"" the half-brock to theu's' capitor Police station. The officers who arrested me alsowent to the station.

upon arriving at the u.s. cap_itot porice station, r was asked aseries of guestions !y an otficei,t" =ut behind . qt"== window.After the first couple of guestionr--rtriltt i-rluiiiv answered--the officerts guestions pronpted me to ask hin ,tLtn", r hrasrequired to answer.  rn a scenar io ""r i " i="L ' t  of  thecircumstances that had red to ,ny 
- 

irr""t, trr" 
--c-"pitor 

porice

f told them that thatrs what they
afternoon, that they could go aheal
had no right to nry l icense.

ios

had been walting to do all
and arrest me, but that they



^ ' )

-officer gid Egg a.ddress _my legitiruate question ashad a right to the infoimati-;-h;- "., seeking.snarred at me that rif thatrs tne-way you wantwrite down that you refuse to coop"rai"i,.

to whether he
Instead, he

i t ,  I ' I I  j u s t

r irnmediately objected to the off icerrs mischaracterlzation andrequested to speak to a supervisor about his ,"i"iior,--which rstated was similar to the relction or ine officers rn" refused torespond to my guestion as to their right to- ny;;;l"i-"""iliiinumber and to my ricense- r was then i"x"t, to a 
-room 

and shackredto a warl- Meanwhire--outsig-".1i.�-pr"r"rr"e--my possessions wereexanined and inventoried (fxhibit-',rg-,f-.-

Thereafter, the officer who had taken. my walret came rnto theroom and read me ny Miranda_ _rights--whictr' r .ri-i.,r"a.' r spoke tohin at great rength about arr t-hat had-happ"r,"a. 
-1; 

particurar,r protested that u.s. capitor porice 
ry! rough-shod over therights of cit izens by dilregarding Ggii in"-t" 'qol=tiorr= as totheir authority.

r requested to speak to a supervising officer. r believe it wasat that point that the arrdsti_ng oiri""r intornea- ne that thefemale officer who had attenptea io divert ny attention while heread ny driverrs l icense inforrnation i.nto tris wiirci"-t.rt ie was asergeant and his superior officer. This nehrs was trury repugnantto ne--and r made known ny.disgust;;e outr:age th; a superiorofficer on the capitor poiice i"i""-""t 9l1y 
-tooi<'no 

steps toprevent subordinate officers from aisregaraini mv-iegitinate andplainly good-fai th chal lenge t ; - -  l i t " i r  
- "o ia 'E,  

but wasconplicitous therewith.

During our conversation--in whlch r further objected to the utterwaste of taxpayer _money that wourd ue 
"rep-resented 

by aprosecution of me for Jy"l trurnped up "aisdraeify conductrcharge--r was inforned that r r'""ia jr" ti"""p"it"a to theMetropolitan Police and held o.reirrightz. In ,L=!orrr" to nyqueries on the subject, it r"ffiEFn"i tJ'r"'-tT"t this vasbecause D.c. did not have_ any- nigfC court. r beiieve it wasfolrowing such news that r asrea 
-about 

rnaking- "-f,ior," carr sothat my family back in New York wourd not worry when r did notreturn hone. r was tord that r would be per-mitted to make aphone carr after r was taken to the t-Ietioporitan porice station.

2 That u.s.. capitol polr-ce knew that thrs wourd be anuncomfortabre experience may be seen from their response to myquestion as to whether r coutd leave the expensive ="-it';"i!t"'iwas wearing at capitor Police station-ritn---rv";A;r";ossessions.
r was tord that r night need it because it i ighg-ie'cord in theji:1r:ili"that r wourdn'r wanr ro use trre blanriets rhar rnishr be
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rmnediately upon my entry into the Metroporitan police statlonfrorn the underground garage, r..requested 
!" ;p;;r-io a superiorofficer. r protested that- iapitor'p"1i"" had 

-nade 
,,o inquiry asto whether r -was 1 

"fl ight ri"ri, f;;t, i ;a;ed,--r '"r.= not, andthat r wished to be rereased either on ny own recognizance orwith the posting of bair. r arso made knowir that i- rraa requested
!'o- 1ak9 a phone calr at th9 capitor porice =t"11"" and had been
lillr"ll". 

r would have thar opportunity ii--t-r," Metroporiran

No-.response vas forthconing and r uaE escorted by a fenareofficer for further processirig. she took a furthei set of fingerprints--much as had been done-at the capitor-p"ii"l l t"t iorr. Alrthe whl'le, r repeated ny right to ? ptroire call and for bail--if rrrere not released on my own recognizince.

lF to nI phone - call request, this femare officer Lnformed methat uaking a phone calr . w?p 'a priviregex , tr"t 
- 

. ri,ght--as rhad, unti l then, believed it to 
-ue 

based on T.v. and movies.However, the officer did not respond to my repeated request thatr be accorded such rrprivileg€tr. -es 
to baii, "i"-itrlorr"a me thatif r had $25 r _could pay it as a f ine .tra u" released. This wasthe first r had heard oi such_ a thing. r i"=i=["a-iilat r did notylsh to pay a fine--because r was inlnocent and wanted to contestthe charge--but that r was p-erfectry wirrini--t""il;Jsit that sumas bai1.  r  bel ieve the ort icer_iesponde-a by tet t ing me thatthere was no bail because r remember arguing-'rii-t !, that if rcould be set free upon payment of $zs---mea"1"l. 

- 
.| very reast,that r was not a rrthreat to society'--then r.ti"iy lt "t sum courdbe 1rcsted as bair--if r were not to be rereiseE on my ownrecognizance. r was then taken to a room with a-s"ri"s # i i i icelrs on either side. r was rocked insiae ""E ;; the niddrecells for overnight confinement.

Based upon what r had seen on T.v. and movie depictions ofprisoners in j-ai-r 
-and my readings of tire soviEt-E"r*i experiencesof Arexander sorzheneitzin 

.and.-Anatory scharansLvr--r decided totry to find out who was in the othSr celIs. 
-c"irtrrg 

out aninquiry, r discovered that in ttrl ;&tcerr, beyond mine, was awoman. Ll-ke myself, she had been arrested ui caditor porice on aI'disorderry conductr charge. This was not her- f irst arrest onsuch charge, and she confirrned to ne that previousry sne had noth.9 to stay overni-ght in jair, but had p.1a a $t; 'f ine and wasrereased. she tord ure thai this time she did nou GvL tne $25 topay her way out

As the tiure passed, with no one coming to speak with ne about nyphone carilprivireggrt or reguest foi bair "i ,--"1, rerease, rcarred out for an officer. r-reiterated my ""qol=l 
-ror 

uail__orrelease on my own recognizance--objecting as anomalous that such

8 :
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shourd be denied me--even -whire, for palment of a szs fr.ne, rcourd be released. The officei-6on-r-i-rnLd tnat it.i,= the way itras. r protested that r was ready to _remain in--jiir overnight,rather than paying a fine and 6oncea-irfi--",rr-pudiritv for thecharge against D€, but that r neea"a-Lo. nike "-fto'" carr to myfamiry. r stated that ury rarniit-;;dcred me b-a;i home in Newyork that evening and worita be iorri"a sick if-:i; addition tonot arriving hone--r failed to call-irr"r to let then know where rwas- The officer responded b{ te_r_ring ne that ir ny faniry hrererearrv worried they would evenruarry carl-d;;"i i ; ' .  r objectedthat r did not consider it. appr;p;i"l;. that ny faniry shourd beunnecessarily put in a positi6n ;h;;;-t!"y ,""i."-s6-rranttc withworry as to carl the porice--when r could cati 
-tnen 

to ret themknow r was o.K. r uLtieve the officer balked auout the phonecarr being rong distance. r stated that.-r was-peirlctry wirringto rcall collectrr and then, as a further rsorutionr, stated r hada friend in virginia and ii, at reasil-r couta catt hin, he courdterephone my faruily. The best ttre oii:_cer hras ready to do was tomake the rocar carr for me--and took out a p;-irJ'p.per to takedown my friendrs number--which r did ,rtl xrro*r.

onry when it becane prain that r would not. have an -opportunity tomake a phone carr and that no arrangement was g"i"i to be nadefor bail or rerease on ny o_wn r"cogrr-izance did 
-iigr""__from 

myjail cell--to pay the $ZSi However,- i .r lgorously asserted that Iregarded the Metropolitan poriceis reiusal Lo .rto, me myreasonable reguest for ? phone call as coercive--since theconsequence was that r had no choice but to p"rln" gzs i ine-oi
;i=".;:li::. 

ny fanily ro endress 
-hours 

bf worry abour 'y

The officer having confiroed fron ny inventory receipt (Exhibit'g'�) that r had sufficient cash in 
-the 

""6t"ay 
-or 

the u.s.capitol Police to pay the S2s--indeed, that r iaa sufficientmoney to also pay for the rerease of the lroman in the next cell,which r stated r wished to do--maae iriangenents for rny transportback to the U.S. Capi to l  pol ice stat ion.

Throughout the trip back, r continued to protest, as anomarous,that r could pay $zs as a f_ine,. tnereuy securing ny release, butthat r courd not be released by payrnlnt of t6at' sun as bair.rndeed, the officer who escorted he wis absolutely insistent thatthe $zs fine r-would be paying would'iorecto"" rn"'riorn contestingthe trdisorderry conduct,r 
-. 

chirge. 
- -i", 

this ,"-.=orr, when wearrived at the capitor porice s€ation ana r naa lo slgn a redgeracknowredging ny withdrawar of trre sso (fo*y="ir ina my stirlincarcerated fe'low prisoner), r added a notation to the effectthat such monies were beinq witnarawn-sorery t" =".ur" my rereaseand that r intended to contest the charge against me at a
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hearing3.

As f was taken to an unfanil iar police station to deposit themoney' the officer continued to goia me that r could not contestthe charges and that palment of the fine would crose the natd""l-

At the station, the clerk who took the noney and fllled out acollateral Receipt made np inquiry of me as to whether I intenaeato forfeit ny $zs or wished to stand triar--€tt"--1n" possibledispositions pre-printed on the Recgipt. 04 her own, she markedthe box relat ing to for fe i ture (Exhibi t  rprr ;4.  
-

r protested such notation on my corraterar Reciept as soon as rsaw it--which was as r was reaving the porice statitn. yet, eventhough lJe were just -steps away fron the clerk, tne-porf"" oiri""irefused to take Ine back so that the Receipt'could-be corrected.
Throughout the return trip to the u.s. capltot p"ii." station he
yJgor-ou.sly naintained--much as he had wtreri he transportea ure fromthe jail to the capitor porice station--that ny'g25 was gone
forever--together with my right to contest the chJrges.

Back at the _capitor police station, . ny continued compraints
about the forfeiture issue--and lny desir6 to contelt the cnaigeagainst me--resu_It99 i-" ny being tlreatened by with re-arrest forrfdisorderly conductt' by ttre police officer itt""". Eventuallv,
however, the officer on duty _t9ok {y corlaterar nece$i ;il;-;;the Jcack, wrote where r could write to reguest a court date(Exhibi t  tF ' ) .  He wrote:

rr5OO Indiana Ave

ftffiffi 35fiE"ou."'
AEIERDIAfiI:

By letter dated J-uly L7, .1996, sent certif ied mail, returnreceipt, to the address which ine capitol po-:.G"-officer hadgiven .D€r r requested a court date inxniuit 
-"c;l 

. Encrosedtherewith was ? gopy of ny June 29, 1996 retter to chairmanHatch. The Priority Mail envelope came back to me undelivered
( E x h i b i t  r f H r ) .

3 r respectfurly reguest that a copy of ny redger entrybe secured.

4 The clerk also f irred out a corlateral Receipt for myfel low prisoner, asking me her address, which r-aia--""t know. ram unaltare as to which box the clerk checked on that Collateral
Receipt. r respectful ly request a copy since r was not givenone .

1 0
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:l i:?:"_:*lnlll,*.,r *l^"pl::"9^y.lt 9"p,rr:r po-rice_ to find our why
il-:^1'::t{ _*i1 "ll,"l"p" h..d b:"T 'relurnea 

ana to 
'di;;JJ 

[ii:s 4 e v s e P  r , l l ' E

:::"-n-"i"e 
issue: 

- I:11tT.? to _w_har f?g "999!r"a lorlowins ny

believed r should have been rereased on my ohrn recognii.nct, b;t
described what f had to say as, being rrnbt an .ttt.Jrro' problen

a r r e s t . :-. ' i*:i::rl^^:.pot: with offi;;; 
-J"i-"^n"'qn;i

!:?Tylications z.,zlzlzze-zaoof, who_ was extremery rr"iprri.*"";:

with central  ceII  blockft . He told me to speak wiltr the
:::?At::T_:f ..:1"^_p1!.T-r" Division and indicateJ-lr,.t serseanrDaniel Palmer was on dutys.

sergeant parner nas also _extremery helpfur and opined that rshourd have been pernitted to have nade- a pnone L-att whire atCapitol Police station.

Th" unonened . 
priority uair .envelope, with its Jury L7, 1996retter reguesting a court date to dontest .the cha"g;, i= b;i;;sent to the crerk of the D.c: superior court, witn,a-copy of thispolice uiscondug! gomplaint in sirpport of ny "u;i;of, to Set AsideForfieturerr (Exhibit ,f t,) .

5 r berieve officer Hughes transferred the carl. rn anyevent, whire wait-ing to speak with sergeant parmer, r heard asnSl+ voice, reciting the terephone nunber frorn which r srascalring--fotrowing which the coinection went dead. when rcarred back, r iurmediatery reported such strange 
--occurrence 

toSergeant Palmer.

As to the reason my priority lrlail
1H"), al-though f had properly
Avenue, it should have inditate-d
recipient--notr trS it did, the
arrested me.

envelope was returned (Exhibit
addressed it to 50O Indiana
the D.C. Superior Court as its
U.S. Capi to l  pol ice which had
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