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[1} NOMINATIONS OF RICHARD C. WESLEY, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNITED {1] PRESENTATION OF THOMAS M. HARDIMAN, NOMINEE TO BE
{2] STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE SECOND CIRCUIT: J. RONNIE [2) UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE WESTERN
[3] GREER, OF TENNESSEE, TO BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR . [3] DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA, BY HQN.ARLEN SPECTER,A
4] THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE; THOMAS M. HARDIMAN, OF . . 4] U.S. SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPT
[5) PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE [5) Scnator Specter. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
{6} WESTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA; MARK R. KRAVITZ, OF {6] 1am pleased to introduce = distinguished
{71 CONNECTICUT,TO BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FORTHE [7] Pennsylvanian, Thomas M. Hardiman, who is thc nomince for
[8] DISTRICT OF CONNECTICUT;AND JOHN A. WOODCOCK, OF MAINE, TO [8] the United States District Court for the Westem District of
9] BE UNTTED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF MAINE (8] Pennsylvania. He has a B.A. from the University of Notre
[10) [10] Damec and s law degree from Georgetown. He has had extensive
{11} THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2003 : . [11} practice in the Federal and State courts. He has experience
[12] United States Scnate, (12} in sccuritics litigation, whitc-collar crime, bankiupicy,
[13] Committce on the Judiciary, _ [13) cncrgy. He is a fcllow of the American Academy of Trial
[14] Washington, D.C. : [14] Lawycrs, Alicgheny County, and the American Bar
115} The C ittec met, purs to notice, at 2:02 p.m., in [15) Association's Housc of Dclcgates.
[16] room SD-226, Ditksen Scnate Office Building, Hon. Saxby T {16) He has been very active in community and divic sffairs,
{17} Chambliss, presiding. ' o [17] is 2 member of the Big Brothers and Sisters of Greater
[t8]  Present: Scnators Chambiiss, Spectcr, and Schumer. (18] Piusburgh, the Duquesne Club. He has helped on Ayuda, a
(19 OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. SAXBY CHAMBLISS, [19]>lcgtlliddilﬁch1Wlﬁngton.whachhgmptmd
{201 A U.S. SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF GEORGIA [20] indigent Spanish-speaking immigrants in political asylum,
[21) Scnator Chambliss. [presiding.] The Committee will : {21) domestic violence, and employment cascs.
122] come to order. ) 22  Tom Hardiman has achicved this outstanding record at sn
23] We are pleased to sec 30 many of our colleagucs here. ) G [23) uﬂyncofﬂ.mdhc-comamdﬂscommimxmuﬂn.fm
{24] It looks like wc almost have a quorum. This is grest. S - [24] days of the retircment of Chicf Judge Edward Becker, Chicf
5] We want to issuc a special welcome to all of our s (25] Judge of the Third Circuit, who became a Federal judge st
» Page 2 - o . Page 4
{1) collcagucs from the Scnatc and to my dear, good fricnd, o - [1] the age of 37 and has had sn extraordinarily disinguished -
[2 Congressman Reynolds from the great Statc of New York. We ) ' [2) carcer,and | think that Tom Hardiman st this vantage point
3 arc pleased to have you il here to make statements - : {3] has the prospect of an cqually distinguished carcer.
{4) regarding these nominecs, and I am going to submit my o ) Now I yicld to my colleague, Schator Santorum, if 1
{5] opening statcment for the record, bocausc we do have such a ~ | ® may,Mr.Chairman.
{6] large number of folks to spcak, and call first upon my [ Scnator Chambliss. Senator Santorum?

[71 collcaguc on the Commitice, Scnator Specter, for any

(8] comments he has regarding a nominee.

©  [Thc preparcd statcment of Scnator Chambliss follows:]
(10] / COMMITTEE INSERT '

g
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Page 26
W] PRESENTATION OF RIm C. WESLEY, NOMINEE TO BE

{2] UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE SECOND

[3) CIRCUIT, BY HON. CHARLES E. SCHUMER, A U.S.

4] SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF NEW YORK

[S] Scnator Schumer. I will be bricf. _

[6] 1 just want to weclcome my collcagucs lxtc—Santt;r

7] Qlinton, of coursc, and wc have a special guest. It is rarc

{8] that somebody from the Housc comes by, but Congressman

{9] Rcynolds was really instrumental in bringing Judge Weslcy to
[10] Mmm have known cach other for

[11) many ycars. And I scc a third member of the tiumvirate,
[12) former Congressman Paxon, in the back; they arc 2 great
13 groupaswcll.hlsownnttoﬂmklishﬁi!yforbcing '
{14] hcre as well, including his mother, who is 86, God bless.
[15) Mr. Chairman, I am in full support of Judge Wesley's
[18) mminzﬁmukcmostnmn—_'u:awcm.beh-sno '
[17) lcgal mind and experience. He graduated summa cum laude
e —
[18) from SUNY Albany and Comcll Law School, worked in private
" [19] practice for scveral years, and served in the New York State
{20] Asscmbly a few years after I did, from 1983 to 1987. _
f21] Mr. Chairman, this is not 2 nominee who comcs before us
{22 where it is well, maybe someonc ‘;-mh'm.so wc shouk.l‘makc
{23} him a judge. He is so well-qualificd; he has made an
' {24] excellent judge in New York Statc, and he will just be a
(25] supcrb judge here.

1@

~ Page 27

1 have slways had threc criteria in the judges that I
have nominated —excellence, legally excdlent; modcration—I
do not like judges to be too far right or too far left; and
diversity. Judge Wesley isg;)od on two of the three. But
our previous two nominccs, to the President’s credit, the
previous two nominces to the Second Circuit arc Judge
Parker, an African American, and Judge Raggi, s woman, 3o in.
a scnisc you are the diverse candidate today, Judge Weslcy,
and you mecct all three criteria.

I just want to make one point, and 1 will ask that my
whole statement be read in the record, because I know that
Scnator Clinton and Congressman Reynolds want to say
something before we have to break for the vote. .

1 think that what has happened in New York is s modd

for how we can all get along. The nominees have been

[16) excellent nominees. Most of them probably philosophically
[ily] donmdiagmﬁdnSamaermandmcmmryM.
(18] but they arc all in the mainstream.

[1e] 1 thought 1 would just read you Judge Wesley’s own

[20] judicial philosophy, which hc wrotc: *I consider mysclf a

[21] conscrvative in nature, pragmatic at the same time, with a
{22 fair appreciation of judicial restraint I have always
plamhide S
{23] restricted mysclf to what I understand to be the plain
[24] language of the statute and not gone beyond that, because
—_— -
[25] public policy is madc by the Icgislature.”

Page 28
M) To that,] say amen. We look forward to hearing from

[2) you,Judge. We welcome your family here. I believe you
13] will be a great judge on the Second Circuit, the long- )
[4] distinguished Second Gircuit, of the Unitcd States ' a
[S] 1would just ask unanimous consent that my entirc
[6] statement be read into the record.
(] Scnator Chambliss. Certainly; without objection. =
{8] Senator Clinton?
[9] {The prepared statcment of Scnator Schumer follows:)
[10] / COMMITTEE INSERT ) )

. Page 29
[1} PRESENTATION OF RICHARD C. WESLEY, NOMINEE TO BE
UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE SECOND
CIRCUIT, BY HON. HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON, A U.S.
SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF NEW YORK

Senator Clinton. Thank you, Mt. Chairman, and I too
‘would likc my entirc statement in the record.

1 want to welcome not only Judge Weslcy but also his
mother Bestrice and his dsughtcr Sersh and his son Matthew,
1 had a brief visit with Mrs. Weslcy, and it is not any
accident that her son is here today, moving toward
confirmation for the Sccond Circuit Court of Appeals.

Mr. Chairman, it is certainly not & requirement that a

B8l
[4)
5]
16}
Y|
1]
15§
(1o}
)
(12

'}{13] candidatc for the Federal judiciary has significant public

[14) scrvice cxperience, but many of us in New York arc extremely
115) pmdofmcwdmngcww )
[16) mpctb;umtbuxhuconumsedtocannbomthciuinl

1[17] jusucc and has uscd his cxtraordinary expericnce to try to

It mmhmdmwmappwwmhmm
18] far beyond that

f20] Hchuldxsunguidxcd-adanicmcord.mdfordm
{21] past 16 ycars, he has scrved New York State courts with
[22) distinction. As a trial court judge, he instituted a Felomy
[23] Screening Program that reduced the delay in processing -
{24] fclony cases by over 60 percent That served as a modd for

|[25) other judicial districts across Ncw York.

—
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May 22, 2003 Thomas Hardiman, Mark Kravitz, John Woodcock
Page 30 Page 32
: : 1] Congressman Reynolds?
1] He also created the JUST Program, which provides 2
[2) services to court and criminal justice agencies in Monroe 33
[} County, to monitor pre-plea and t defendants and 1 PRESENTATION OF RICHARD C.m. NOMINEE TO BE
[2] UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE SECOND
[4) to provide program alternatives to incarceration.
{3] CIRCUIT, BY HON.THOMAS REYNOLDS, A U.S.
Bl He has been a champion for victims of domestic o {4) REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE STATE OF NEW YORK
16) violence. He was at the forefront of working to provide (51 Representative Reynolds. Mr. Chairman, it is with high
honor and privilege to a; before you as the chairman of
[7] shclters for victims of domestic violence long before it @ P ppear 7o
[71 our procecdings today, and Scnator Schumer, members of the
18] became an issuc that captured the attention of most of the [8] Judiciary Commitice, thank you for the courtesy of allowing
9] rest of us. [8] me to come here today. I apprediate the opportunity to
’ 10] speak with a great honor on behalf of my good friend, Judge
[10) After scrving for 7 years on the trial court, he was . 7 e
{11] Richard Weslcy.
[11} appointed as a justice of the Appellate Division, New York [12) Dick Wesley and I have been dose friends for
112} Statc’s intcrmediate coust, and for the past 6 years, he has [13) 20 ycars, and it is a pleasurc to sharc with this Committee
[14) why I belicve he is such a tremendous choice for the United
[13) scrved as an associate judge of New York State's highest
: [15]) States Circuit Judge for the Sccond Circuit.
[14) court and one of the most preeminent State court’s in our 116) Since his elcction to the New York State Supreme Court
{15] Nation—the New York State Court of Appeals. [17] in 1986, Judge Wesley has camncd the respect and praisc of
A [18] his collcagues and indeed, our entire State, for his
[16} All that onc has to do is to look st his record, tatk —_—
[19] tcmpcrament, intellect, and commitment to and the love of
{17} to his colleagucs, to know that this is a candidatc for the l20] law,
(18] Federal judiciary who will serve with the samc distinction 1 Judsc Weslcy was appointed by then Govemor Mario Cuomo
csmcTA .
[22] to the Appcllate Division of the Supreme Court in 1994 and
[16] on the Second Circuit that he has brought to his cxperience
{23]. to the Court of Appeals by Governor Pataki in 1996, Despite
{20} on the New York courts. [24] their divergent political views, both Governors Cuomo and
121) Now, as we consider his confirmation, I cannot help but [25] Pataki sharcd a2 common thread in their appointments to the
. P— g
3 '] /‘—_—‘
[22) mention as well that this will be the first Western New A : Page 34
23] Yorker to: usan sutc judge of the 1 Gircuit [1) New York courts—a desire to select only the best and the
[2] brightest that our Statc has to offer. Both chose Judge
f24) for29ynn,wlmwehadourlastnppmnuncn(.Andxus o 3] Richard Weslcy,
28 longovtrduc,nshmm()ongmmkcynoldswmﬂdagme. (4} Indeed, we are sccing that again today. Nominated to
[5] the Federal bench by President Bush, Judge Weslcy enjoys the
Page 31 | [6] support of both of our Senators, Scnator Schumer and Scnator
. . T W .
[1] that we have someonc from the part of our State [7] Clinton.That is becausce Judge Wesley’s devotion to the law
[8] transcends partisanship. )
(2) scrving on this precminent and | Court of Appeal B Despitc Judge Wesley's risc to the highest levels of
3] S0 I not only endorse Judge Wesley wholc-heartedly, but [10) the Ncw York judiciary, he remains firmly grounded and
[11} decply rooted to his community. The son of & truck driver
4] Imdorxﬂxcbi_pa_rg’_m_;ma&utladslﬁmtobc
— [12) and a nurse, Judge Weslcy has never forgotten where he came
[S} nominated and thank the President for forwarding this [13] from.And I note to this Committee that joining Judge
(6] nomination and certainly thank his long time friend and {14] Weslcy today is his mother, Betty, his wifc, Kathy, and
N . [15} their children,
[7] champion, Congr Reynolds. He will serve with i
[16) Indced, even though this is probably one of the biggest
[B] distinction, and we are very proud to offer this nomination [17) ‘wecks of his carcer, Judge Weslcy was at the local rotary
19} to the Committee, {18] club just a couple days ago, spcaking to them about what he
1oy [19] cares to passionately about—the law. Active in his
Scnator Chambliss. Thank your comments and o B
% you for ents for [20] community, Judge Weslcy spends evenings and weekends driving
[11] being here. [21] an ambulance in a voluntecr ambuhnce corps.And that is an
12} [The p 1 statcment of Scnator Clinton follows:] [22] important part of who Judge Wulcy is—a man who always
: [23} tcmcmbcrshnsrootsmdwholnsr:mncddlmu@outlns
[13] / COMMITTEE INSERT _— .
[24] carcer the small-town valucs that he grew up thh. )
: ~|[285] Scnators Iam gr:tcful to you for your comdcnnon
Page 30 - Page 34 (10) Min-U-Scnnt® : Millcr Reporting Company, Inc.
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Page 35
(4] of Judge Weslcy as circuit court judge. By virtue of his

12 experience and his background, his character, and his

—

3]
{4) Nation and our judiciary will be well-scrved by his

integrity, his knowlcdge of and decvotion to the law, our
- —_—

{5] appointment. I respectfully ask this Committee to support

18] Judge Richard Weslcy's nomination as United States Circuit
_{7] Judge for the Sccond Circuit.

{8 Thank you.

19) Scnator Chambliss. Thank you very much, Congressman
{10] Rcynolds, for being here.
11
[
f13]

Judge Wesley, you not only have strong bipartisan
PO EEEE————
support within the Housc and the Scnatc, but my good friend,

as Senator Schumer mentioned, Bill Paxon, is back there, but
(14
115)
(16)
nn
{18}
[19)
[20)
f21)

most cspecially his better half, Susan Molinari, is back
there. Great Americans there also. We look forward to
hearing from you.

Senator Schumer. Let me add my welcome to Susan; she
was hiding, I guess. I did not scc her. Great.

Scnator Chambliss. We are going to adjourn for us to
make a vote, and we will come back and hear from our
nominces,

{Recess. ] _

[23] Scnator Chambliss. Scnator Schumer is on his way back,
{24

=

but I am going to take the liberty of going ahcad and

starting for the sake of time.

Page 36
(4] Judge Wesley, if you will come up and take a seat,
{2) pleasc. We are very pleased to have you here after those
)} wmt says an awful lot about what

4

=

you have accomplished over the last number of ycars

[5) practicing law and sitting on the bench, Judge. So we afe

[6] certainly pleased to have you here today, and we arc happy
{7] to hear any opening statcment you would like to make.

[8) Would you stand and raisc your right hand, plcasc?

{9) Judge Weslcy. No problem, Mr. Chairman; glad to do it.
{10)
(1)
[12] the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so

hdpm
e

Scnator Chambiiss. Do you solemnly swear that the

Lcslimmyyoun:nbomtogivcbcforcmishczﬁngduﬂbc

[13]
[14) Judge Wesley. I do.

[15) Senator Chambliss. I should have swom our fricnd Tom

[16] Reynolds. 1 have a few questions I would like to ask him.

[17]  [Laughter]

[18] Scnator Chambliss. Judge Weslcy, we arc plakd to

[19) have you here, and we welcome any statcment that you would
{20} like to make.

iz

- Page 37

[ff  STATEMENT OF RICHARD C. WESLEY, NOMINEETO BE '

[2) UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE SECOND CIRCUIT

[3] Judge Wesley. I have no opening statcment to make,

}4] other than perhaps to introduce my family to you, Mr.

[5) Chairman.

G Seatcd directly behind mc are my wife of soon to be 25

{7} ycars, Kathy Weslcy. Two over from her, the other woman

[8) longtcrm in my life, my 82-ycar-old mother, Beatrice

[9] Wesley, who continucs to reside in the house that my father
{10} built for my brother, me, and her in 1949. To my wifc's
1)
13
13}

left, my daughter, Sarah Blizabeth Wesley, who is 2 Comell
University graduate and is about to enter the University of
Buffalo Law School in the fall—I tried to get her to go 2

{14}
(19
(1€
Ay}
(18]

years ago, but she has a mind of her own. And at the end,
my "baby,” my son, Matthew Richard Weslcy—I am fond of his
middlc name—who i-s currently now to be a scnior at Comell
University, studying busincss.

[The biographical information of Judgc W;:slcy follows:)

Page 38
[1] Scnator Chambliss. Very good. As with all of us, they

[2) are the ones who make life worth living cvery day, and you

{3] certainly have a very beautiful family there.
@] We arc pleased to have all of you with us today.
[5] Judge Wesley, you have had significant expcrience in

[6) privatc practice, as 2 legislator and as a judge at both the

[7} trial and the appcllate levels. How do you think that

[8) expetience has prepared you to serve on the Second Circuit?
19} Judge Wesley. Mr. Chairman, I have been very, very
[19]
1l
12
{13}

fortunate, and it is a good question, because I think to
some degree, it reflects upon my life, and I appreciate your
asking mc.v

1 have been very blessed in my life. I have had the
[14] opportunity to scrve in the State legislature; I have served
18}
[16]
17
118)

as a trial judge in the State courts and then worked my way
up through the intcrmediate courts. And I think it is
important for a judge to always keep their fect firmly
grounded in the practical mih;dﬁ of life.

[19) The Second Circuit presents a new challenge for me, and
I am excited about it, Mr. Chair, if I am so fortunate to be

f21)
[22}
[23)

[24] jurisdiction and the Federal issucs that are presented to

confirmed. It presents mc with the opportunity to continue
to dcal with State law with regard to diversity cascs, but

opens up to me a whole new arca of law with the Federal

[25] the Sccond Circuit.

Miller Reporting Company, Inc.
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Thomas Hardiman, Mark Kravitz, John Woodcock

E (4] Senator Chambliss, Frankly, Judge, one problem that I
[2] always have aswcmmchmachaﬁm
(3} that we have people serving on the bench who arc judges, and
M) in the case of Federal judges, judges who are there to
[S] interpret the Constitution and not make law, because there

[6] is that tendency to sometimes move over into that area.
~[  Youhave been a legislator, you have been a judge, and
[8] I'would kike your comments on that as to what you think with
[ respect to your philosophy on interpreting rather than
{10 lcgisladnghmndncbamdx,:swdlnywdink?mr
[11] ability mmmmmu.m
{12) interpret the law.
131  Judge Weslcy. Mr. Chair, I apprediate the question,
[14) anditis a question I think that presents itsclf regularly
{15] to the American people.
(16} lﬁnhhmﬁmlm&m,hde
. [17] Livonia, and occasionally I am called to go to the Livonia

{18] Post Office, and every once in & while, somconc st the post
19 oeﬁcewmny,quummmwwhm
[20} they did that most recent decision?” I cadl it “the Livonia
- 211 Poaofﬁcem,'mdlmﬂuiyapplyittomcofﬂxc
2 writings my collcagucs present.
23 ScnmrSdnmcrmalﬁoncdla.:ﬁunaudmlhadM
{24] at the time of my nomination by Governor Pataki; I reaffirm
(28] ileicwmysdfuhavingagtmdulofhedthyrcq)ect

Page 39

M) forlhewidcdivaityofopiniomndﬂnfonnofpub!ic
{2} opinion, the legislaturc, my most recent expericnce being

{8 the State legistature, and centainly the national ,

] lcgislature, the Congress. When one comes from & State kike

{5) New York, as widc and diverse as New York, and onc has the

[6) opporumity to serve in the State Asscmbly, one begins to
m appreciatc how many different points of vicw there arc in my

(8] great Statc, and certainly that is multiplied 10fold—or

)] 50fold,quilcfxmkly—wldxmgaxdt.omcisandut

1o ptmcnxthcmsclmmmemuond(:aw

&, M Myviewis 1o continuc to respect the scparation of

112} powers and the responsibilities of the Congress and to domy
(13 iobtocnmin:ﬂ)cmnamodbythcmmﬂn
114 Plain intent and meaning of those statutcy a3 expressed in ‘
[15] the langusge therein.

ne mjudgc,youhavcbecnlcﬂvcin

(171 cfforts to improve the judicial process; to improve the

[18] faimess and cfficiency of criminal courts, and o reach out
{19] mmmpsmhdpmwmehvzwddyw
120] pleasc explain to the Committee what you have donc in these
" 1} arcas and the results that you have achicved?

27 Judscwedcylwmdalvéimmcmoadpmomx

[23) question first, Mr. Chair. I have had the opportunity on

124] many occasions to go into diassrooms. There was a ime in
5] my life when I had snticipated being a teacher, and I think

. ‘Page 40

Page 41
[1] all good lawyers and all good judges arc to somce degree
[2) teachets in the scnse that they need to explain their
S ———— e

[3] positions and/or to cducate others with regard to the

[4] opinion that they are writing or the position that they are

[S) taking as an advocate. 50 I enjoy immenscly the opportunity

[6] to go into the classroom and tatk to people, to young people
{7] in particular.

[8) thnlwasayoungboy,aswasmdnmcdcaﬂ:cr.my

[9) dad was a truck driver. I am very proud of that. It was a

[10) wonderful experience; I got 1o ride all over Western New
[11] York with him. And my mom was a nursec. Prior to that, she
[12} worked in a butcher shop. 1 always thought that was an

[13] intcresting switch from butcher shop to being a nurse.

[14] But we comc from humblc sorts, and I never had any idea
[15] what it mcant to be a lawycr. There were not many shows

[16] about law on TV, But I was very fortunate to have met &

17 lawycr.apncﬁdnalawyuinmyhomctown.whoﬁlkodwidn
{18] me sbout it and gok nic intercsted in it. _

19} So I try to repay that [ think we have an obligation

[20) s professionals—we arc blessed with the license to

21) practicc law—to go back and to spread the good news about
[22) 'practicing law among young pcoplc. .

23] ‘With regard 1o the second aspect of your question, in

124] 1991,1 was the supervising judge of the criminal cousts in
[25) . the Scventh Judidal District in Western New York. Itis s

. Page 42
)] mmqmdingoahomkoclmcrtodﬁ . ’
[2) Pennsylvania border, about 1.5 million peoylc.’l‘hcpnmary

[3) coust, though, is located in Monroe County. Monroc County

[4) is a county of about 750,000 peoplc. ‘

[ 18] At that time, there was a backlog of criminal

[6} indictments of around 220 indictments or more, most of which
[7) were over 6 months in length. And it struck me that there -
{8] werce scveral people who were incarcerated, indigents who
[9] could not make bail, who had at in the county jail for

[10] upwards of 18 months to 2 years before their trial.

11 It further occurred to me that the victims of the

[12] crimes for which thosc dcfendants were charged had waited
[13} over a ycar and a half to 2 years for the court to render

[14] justice..

[15) Andﬁmﬂy,itoccurmdtom:mufmmlpmmuors
[16] standpoint, the memorics of the witnesses that would be
[17] calied to testify in thosc trials might grow dim.

[18) Ibtouglnﬂ\cd_imict attorney together—Howard Rellan
[18] happens to be a good friend of Senator Schumer—the public
{201 d:fmdcrofMonrochmy,lfdlowby'dwmmc of Edward
{21] Nowak, and representatives of the private criminal defense
22} bar, along with court staff, right from court derks to

[23] court stenographcers to probation officers, and we tried to
[24] look at the system 2s a wholc to see why the system was not

|25 producing opportunitics to fairly and quickly adjudicate
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LTERLY wmey AW

{1] matters. ‘

] Wnﬁwwﬂc—
3] attomcys, derks, civil servants—we rolled up our slecves,

[4] and wc got the job donc in a thing called the Felony

[S] Screening Program. Quitc simply, Mr. Chair, it was an

[6) opportunity to look st a casc very carly on, to asscss it,

m 10 asscss its provability—in the vast majority of cascs in

18] which the defendant who is arrested ultimately pleads to

2] somccximcuia‘ngfmhis'orhcrncdvi_ty—mdtoswncp
-[10] ammeMMdeh-Mhﬁm
[1) and to ideatify the difficult casés that would nced to go to
12 trial. 4 _

ny Asmmnomdurhabqulm.&cmiu s
[14) w:mmﬂim.lmutdlyou.lwgvmﬂydndodlt

1s) howmicﬂyﬁewrkedlmyﬁthchc_ﬂo.—.xldxmmmt

e '.mgicmlglcﬁnockwuhw‘ .
n manydiﬂ'aunpcnpecdvu.wuk_inon-p'mbk:nwcdm
[18) kbecamclmoddlhatodmsl!meldoptedmmdﬂn

119 lﬁé.!'nq\itcpmndofitandlhﬂtﬁlmaﬂhdvﬂ:

[20) opportunity to work on it. ' ‘

21 Scnator Chambliss. Wdl, yﬁ-&»béwta

22 mmumcﬁomwummmmwdhw

[23] hr%mmmdomdomﬂlwodofﬂmmmm
.(24] m-kcmﬂnﬁmdouvailhcmymmdin

5] mmdmmmplmmh
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[1] Scnator Chembliss. I will ask the third pancl of Mr.
[2] Groer, Mr. Hardiman, Mr. Kravitz, and Mr. Woodcock if they
[} would now comc forward.
) Ifudiof‘ywwmlldniscyourddnhnd—do‘yw
tS] solcmnly swear that the testimony you are about to give in
6] the matter now pending before this Committee shall be the
[7) truth, the wholc truth, and nothing but the truth, 3o help
(8] you God?
3] Mr. Greer. 1 do.
[40) Mr. Hardiman. I do.
{#1] Mr. Kravitz.I do.
12} Mr. Woodcock. 1 do.
(13] Scnator Chambliss. Thank you.
[44] Mr. Greer, we will start with you and move to your keft
[15] and welcome any opcning statcment. And I will say |
(18] initially, Mr. Greer, having grown up in the carly years of
[17) my lifc in East T up on the Cumbert d Platesu, in
18] Montcagic snd Scwance, and having gone t the University of
{19) Tm.lmﬂwedmneywhue.hhdmy_sdcc.

Bl ] mmmcbodydxmmdm‘rmnddo-
. |[21) particulady well, sywllndone.oowemplmedlo

(22} have you here,

i

[ thae R
1 - Ao baving come from  sonler bckgrousd s you 641
3) "know the hard work snd dedication that you have cndured to
“) gcttowhacwcm.aowelookfotmdtomovingfw
{5 with your nomination.

i Judcewedcy'ﬂmim L
. 7] Senstor Chamblise. T undcratand that Scnator Scumer

® is stuck in a Cominittoe mocting. T rogret that you will not-
9 have to endure the stcrm cross-cxamination that Scaator
1oy Schmud‘w:ysbwdmchchmygoodfﬁaﬂ._l
'[11j can say that sbout him. Lo
11 But we arc pleased to have you here sad thank you very
[13] much for your testimony today.

14 * Judge Wesley. Thank you very miuch, Mr. Chair. '

e L
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"|i101 Scnstor Atexander for their ¢
{11] would like 1o introducc my family and fricnds who arc here

. R Page 46
1 STATEMENT OF J. RONNIE GREER, NOMINEETO BE UNITHD '
2 STATES DISTRICT JUDGE POR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF

{3 TENNESSEE

#] Mr. Greer. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairmao. |

[S] certainly appreciate those comments. .

G nn-mmmummasmc-u_

Y] ﬂme.-vuyhnﬂmupm ' o

] Idonoth-nnopaiumlwuiddmply

] hkcmaprcamylpptcddonhoboth.sml'ﬂamd'

cnts cartier end, if I may, .

(12 today. _
1y Scnator Chambliss. Please do.
[14] Mr.er.lwcmldlikctoﬁmofnllitmo&wcmy

[45] wifc, Bunny, who is n the sccond row here.

(163 Scnator Chambliss, Let them stand up if you will, so )
{17} we can scc you back there. ' '

(18] - Mr. Greer. And my fricnds, Billy McCamey snd Peggy
{19§ Preshour, who came here from Greeneville to lend support -

129 Iodzy.mdlnppmdmﬁmbdnghcmmymudx.

1] hnvndlhnlwm%ddnot

122} bring her today—we thought that might be a ttle much—and -

[23] she has been very busy this week with kindergarten

1[24] graduation and dance recitals, 50 we decided to lcave her at

[25) homc. ButIam very proud of my family snd very proud to
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Thomas Hardiman, Mark Kravitz, John Woodcock -

[} coaching.

2 Since I had that samc experience of coaching my son, I
Bl used to always get asked the question: Were you tougher on
] ﬂlﬂnthanﬂllﬂlcodlcrtummcmbcts?Maybcloughtlolsk
[S] them that,

i [Laughter.)

m MzWoodcock.Ihzv:agruttupcctforﬂncFiﬁh ‘
8 Amendment, and 1 will take the Fifth on that,

9 {Laughtcr.)

{10] Senator Chambliss. I understand. )
{11] Youhnvcspcmovcrzsywsuawccadnladvoam

[12) for your dlients. What do you think is the biggest
[13]'challcnscyouwillfaccinywrncwrdcifywm

[14) confirmed as a district court judge?

15 Mr. Woodcock. I think msking the transition from

{16) advocacytojudidalbﬂﬁngisdﬂpndnﬂmgc.()m

{17 dxcmxrscofpmcﬁdnghwfornmuyurs,%yun,
(18] mofﬂzcbmcﬁtslluvchzdﬂneoppommitytomc
[18} in.-longwithmmyodncrpﬂcﬁdnghwym,isdmwcgo
201 fromjudgctojudgcmjudge;mdwcsccdiﬂamtjudga,
21 uuwcmublctou—ytodctcmincwlntdnmﬁsﬁaof
22 njudgcwcfcdwmﬂdbcapptopﬁm

23 Those three characteristics that I feel most

[24] appropriate for a judge arc legal compctence, which we take
[25) “!ﬁvm.commm,mdmpmammﬂwxdﬁw
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[1) Ihope to bring to the bench if confirmed by the Scnate. ’
lSumorGumbﬁs.Gcnﬂcmcn,lctmc-ytouchofv

[ you individually and collectively that it is pretty obvious

] Whyywhlwbcmn«nmadformwwdsdﬂpl

] You all posscss, obviously, great legal cxperience and

9] compctence, of you would not be here, but you touched on

6] somcthing there, Ms. Woodcock, and that is temp mnd
m iustfmmmmpomchcmto&y.ldﬁnkud:dyw

) pomthnnccmryjudidnlmpcrmccmnwcneedw

™ xcmomoﬁmfmﬂlcbm:humwclom:ﬁmudo.

{10] Iwilltdl_youdmyoumxymodvcwﬁumq!wdom< :
[ fmmodrcrmunbctsofmcCommimnc—mcyhav\:\mﬁISP.m.
(12} on Wednesday, May 28 to submi written q , and if
13 mcrcmmy.mcywinbcmbmittcdmywindiono:da

[14] following that,

115} 'Ihatbdngaﬁd,ifmmmnoﬁmhcrqumu'omor

[16] participation from anyonc on the Committee, we will stand
[17] adjourncd. )

18] Thank you very much.

[18] [Voice of unidentificd woman in sudience:)

[20) Voicr_M:.Chzinnan.wcminoppoa'ﬂontoJudgc

1] Weslcy based on his documented corruption at the New York -
122 Court of Appeals.

[23) SC!ntorChambhss.lwminlclwunthwcwm

[24] hﬂvcotdcr'l‘thommmoewinmdinmmdxc

{n
2
B3
)
51
i6]
n
i8]
]
[t}
11
12
3]
14
)
e

4y

18]
119
[20]
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police can restore order. Everyone remain scated.

{Pausc.}
Yoice. Arc you dirccting that I be arrested?
Arc you directing that I be arrested?
Senator Chambliss. I am dirccting that the police
restore order.

Voice. Arc you directing that I be arrested?
{Pause.}
Scnator Chambliss. Outside witnesses are welcome to
submit letters supporting or opposing nominces for the
Committee's considcration, but it is not cur usual procedure
to invite outsidc witnesses to testify cither in support or
in oppeosition to the nomination.

I realizc that this lady is disappointed that she is
not able to make any statcment this aftemoon, but her
disappoi nt in no way cond: any disruption of this

Again, we will stand adjourned.
Thank you very much.
[Whercupon, at 3:32 p.m., the Committce was adjourncd. )
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