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ELENA RUTH SASsowER /  Tr ia l  Date:  Apr i l  s ,  2oo4

GOVERNMEIiTI 'S OPPOSTTTON TO DEFENDAIIT'S MOTTON TO COII1TINITE
TRfAL DATE TO l,IAy 3, 2OO4

The Uni ted States,  by an.  through i ts  a t torney,  the

un i ted  s ta tes  A t to rney  fo r  t he  D is t r i c t  o f  co lumb ia , ' r espec t fu l l y

. o p p o s e S d e f e n d a n t , s m o t i o n t o c o n t i n u e t h e t r i a 1 d ' a t e i n t h i s �

cabe to May 3,  2oo4-  rn suppor t  o f  i ts  opposi t ion,  the uni ted

states re l ies on the fo l lowing points  and authbr i t ies,  and such
points  and author i t ies as may be c i ted at  a  hear ing on the

mot ion :

'  T :s iar  in  th is  case or ig ina l ly  was set  for  March

L ,  2004 '  on  Februa ry  27 ,  2004 ,  de fendan t ,  who  i s  p roceed ing  p ro

s€' informed the government and the court that her father was i l l
and that she therefore would be unabre to attend tr iar on that

da te '  As  a  resu r t ,  t he  cou r t  se t  a  new t r i a l  da te  o f  Ap r i l  s ;

2 0 0 4 .

2 '  on March 1,  2004,  defendant ,s  adv isory counsel ,

Mark Goldstone, informed the government that he would not be

avai lab le on Apr i l  5 ,  2004,  because he wourd be in  New york and

Phi ladel -phia v is i t ing fami ly .  Mr.  co ldstone requested that  the

c e ' o f  t h e
government  jo in  in  defendant 's  mot ion for  a  cont i_nuan
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t r ia l  date to  Apr i l  L2,  May 3,  or  May 10,  2004.  rn  an e_maiL

message to the unders igned Assis tant  un i ted s tates At torney,  Mr.

Go]dstone speci f icaI ly  s tated that  "Ms -  sassower and r  would

reguest  that  the t r iar  be set  for  e i ther  Apr i l  !2 ,  May 3,  or  Ma. ,
' l n  i l

3 '  A f te r  con f i rm ing  i t s  w i tnesses ,  ava i l ab i l i t y , . t he

g'overnment informed defendan,t and Mr. Gol-dstone that i t  would not
ob jec t  t o  a  mo t ion  to  con t i nue  the  t r i a l  da te  to  Ap r iL  12 ,  2004 ,

but  would oppose.  a cont inuance to May 3 or  May 10,  2004,  ds th is

case wi l l  be one year  o l_d in  May 2004.

4-  on March 4,  2004,  Mr.  Gordstone in formed the

government that defend.ant wourd seek a.eontinuance to May 3,

2004.  As grounds for  such a cont inuance,  Mr.  Goldstone stated,

i n  an  e -ma i l  message ,  t ha t  May  3 . ' i i s  a  d .a te  tha t  w i l ]  a110w us  to

prepare f or tr ial,  ds the proposed Apr1l L2 tr ial d.ate does not

work as r  wi l l  be on vacat ion wi th  my fami ly  f rom Apr i l  3_11 and

cannot  as a so lo pract i t ioner  adv is ing a pro se l i t igant ,  be
' ready for  t r ia I ,  g iven that  a  7 co-defendant  t r ia l  that  r  am

handl ing is  beginning on Apr i l  Lg.u

' The government opposes a continuance of the tr ial

d a t e  t o  M a y  3 ,  2 o o 4 -  F i r s t ,  t h i s  c a s e  i s  n e a r r y  a  y e a r  o I d .

second,  t r ia l  was or i -g inar ly  set  for  March L,  2004,  and.  as

defendant 's  fa ther  d id  not  fa l r -  i I1  unt i ]  a  few days before

t r l a ' ,  mos t ,  i f  no t  a l l ,  o f  t he  p repa ra t i on  fo r  t r i a l  a r i eady

should have been completed. Third, knowing that he would be out

I
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of town the week of Apri l  5, and havingf consulted with his

c l i en t ,  Mr .  'Go lds tone  
spec i . f i ca l l y  p roposed  Apr i l  12  as  a

'potent ia l  t r ia l  date.  Aceord ingly ,  defendant  wi l l  not  be

n r e i r r r i i n o d  h . '  -  l ^ - . . :  ^ r  ^ E  r - -r l reJuuaucLr  !y '  a  den ia l_  o f  her  mot ion  to  cont inue.

6 -  The government is prepared to try thls case

dur ing  the  weeks  o f  Apr i l  5  o r  Apr i l  L2 ,  2004.  r f  th is  cour t  so

orders ,  i t  a l -so  can.be  ready  to  go  to  t r ia l  d .u r ing  the  week o f

March 29, 2004. The government intends to cal l  no more than four

w i - t n e s s e s  i n  r t s  c a s e - i . n j c h i e f  . 1

WHEREFORE,  the  un i ted  Sta tes  respec t . fu l l y  reques ts  tha t

d .e fendant 's  mot ion  to  cont inue the  t . r ia l  da te  in  th is  case be

den ied

Respect . fu l l y  submi t ted ,

ROSCOE C. HOWARD, irR.
Un i ted  StaLes  At to rnev

ANTHONY ASUNCION
Ass is tan t  Un j_ ted  Sta tes  At to rney
Chie f ,  M isdemeanor  Tr ia1  Sec t ion

- | ,,+h l^B y =  J ( = S S I F  L l u  / '  " ' '

, . fESSIE K.  L IU
Ass is tan t  Un i ted  Sta tes  At to rney

' One of these witnesses, who was prepared to testify at the March 1,2004 trial date, had
scheduled leave during the weeks of April 5-Ig,2004. However, when this witness was
informed by the government that the kial date had been continued by the Court to Aprii 5,2004,
this witness rescheduled her leave in order to make herself available to testify for thJ govemment
during the weeks of April 5-19.2004
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