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QUICK CONVICTION

A D.c.  Super ior  Court  jury last  week convicted judic ia l  act iv ist  Elena
Sassower of one count of disrupt ing Congress. After a four-day tr ia lr  the
jury del iberated for just two hours before f inding sassower guif ty oi  t t"
misdemeanor. The 47-year-old White Plains, N.y.,  resident faces a maximum
penalty of s ix months in pr ison and a $500 f ine. The government argued that
Sassower intent ional ly disrupted a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing in May
2003 when she stood up and asked to test i fy in opposit ion to a judicial
nomi-nee- Sassower, who defended herself ,  repeatedly chal lengea the rul ings
and patience of Superior Court Judge Brian Holeman during th:e trial. at one
point '  Holeman had Sassower locked up during the lunch hour,  She says she
wil l  appeal '  c laiming the judge's act ions prevented her from receivi-ng a
fair  t r iar by cutt ing shor!  her opening remarks, crosing arguinent,  and'direct tes.t imony frgm the witness stand. Holeman decl ines c6mment,  but at
one point at  the end of the,tr ia l  the judge said to sassower, "you had ampre
opportuni ty to put evidence forth in th is-case."

--  Tom Schoenberq


