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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE

CR]MINA]-,

UNITED- STATES OF AMERICA

VS

ELENA R. SASSOWER,
Defendant.  :

- - -x

The above-ent i t led

before the Honorable MILDRED

in Courtroom Number 2L7.

Recorder:
,facqueline Hogue
Off ic ia l  Court  Transcr iber

DTSTRICT

DIVISTON

OF COLUMBIA

M 4l_13 -  03

WashingLon, D.C.

lTune 20, 2003

action came on for a hearing

EDWARDS, Associate,Judge,

APPEARANCES:

On behalf of the Government:

MR. MENDELSON, Esquire
Assistant Uni ted States Attorney

On behal f  of  the Defendant:

MARK GOLDSTONE, Esquire
ELENA R. SASSOWER, Pro se
Washington, D.C.
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PROCEEDINGS

THE DEPUTY CLERK: No. 7 on Your Honor 's t r ia l

cal-endar,  Uni ted St.aLes versus Elena Sassower.

MS. SASSOWER: El-ena Rut.h Sassower.

THE DEPUTY CLERK: Sassower,  case No. M4113-2003.

THE COURT: A11 r ight .  Good af ternoon, Ms.

Sassower,  Mr.  Goldstone (phonet ic) .  Good af t ,ernoon, Mr.

Mendel-son.

MR. MENDELSON: Mendel-son.

THE COURT: Okay. Are we sett ing a t r ia l  date?

MR. GOLDSTONE: Your Honor,  Mark Goldstone

appear ing on behal f  of  Ms. Sassower.  Ms. Sassower contacted

me t .o see whether or not I  could enter my appearance.

THE COURT: Okav.

MR. GOLDSTONE: We have not vet reached an

arrangement/  so what.  I  would ask is that  Ms. Sassower be

al lowed t .o address you on two issues. ( f  )  Sfre would ] ike

addi t iona] t ime within which to secure counse].

THE COURT: Okav.

MR. GOLDSTONE: And secondly she would l - ike to be

:nnainl_ar l  2c:  nr^ ao' l  i t - - i  a=-t-  r rnf  i l  r l - r=r r ' i *o dr '^h +- i -^qI / I /Vrrru9u qD q I / !v Ds rr  urYarrL ul lLf  I  L l tcrL- Lf  t t t t r : ,  DLI\- I I  LJ-t t t€ ct ts '

she does obtain counsel .  And she's prepared to do a Floret . ta

(phonet ic)  hear ing before Your Honor today.

THE COURT: I  don'L th ink I  need to do a huqe

inquiry.  What 's your highest.  Ievel  of  educat ion,  Ms.
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Sassower?

MS- SASSOWER: f ' |m a col lege graduate and r  have

some graduate t ra in ing beyond Lhat.

THE COURT: Okay. And what is your professional

f ie ld?

MS. SASSowER: r  am the coordinator and co-founder

of  a c i t izens organizat ion cal_led the CenLer for  .Tudic ia l

Accountabi l i ty

THE COURT: Okav.

MS. SASSOWER: __ a non_part isan, non_prof i t

c i t i  zen organizat . ion.

THE couRT: Ar1 r ight .  That 's the k ind of  t i t re

that always str ikes fear into the heart  of  any judge.

MS. SASSOWER: r  understand that you are ret . l r ing.

THE COURT: f  am. I  guess f  could be a l_ i t t le

calmer about.  th is.  Al l  r iqhL.

MS. SASSOWER: But f  a lso understand that you are

such a f ine judge

THE COURT: Oh, wel_l ,  thank you.

MS. SASSOWER: __ that these issues don,t  ar ise as

they relate to you.

THE COURT: f  hope not.  Okay. you have had

exper i -ence in court  before in other k inds of  cases as a

part.y?

MS. SASSOWER: f  have indeed.
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THE COURT: Okay. Have you ever represented

yoursel f  before in a cr iminal-  case?

MS. SASSOWER: No.

THE COURT: Okay. But you understand, basical ly,

how the cr iminal  just ice process works,  what a t r ia l_

involves.  I f  somebody is a pro se defendant,  they are

basical ly held to the same duty to fo l low the rules of

evidence and things l ike that  as a lawyer is held to.

Obviously,  you are not expect.ed to know al_l  of  that ,  but  you

are expected to fol- low the rules as the court, expl_ains them

t.o you and to maintain appropr iate decorum, to fo l row t .he

Court 's ru l ings.  Do you think you can do al1 of  that?

MS. SASSOWER: I  certainl_y bel ieve I  can.

THE COURT: A11 r ight .  I  mean, f  don' t  th ink there

is any problem wit .h th is lady represent. ing herser- f  unt i l

shers made an arrangement wi th counsel .  Do you have any

problem with t .hat ,  Mr.  Mendelson?

MR. MENDELSON: No, your Honor,  we do not. .

THE COURT: I  mean, I  cou1d si t  here and do a 10_

minut,e Floret t .a inquiry but r  just  don' t  th lnk i t  is

necessary.  A11 r ight . .  You certainl-y do have l_eave to appear

pro se

MS. SASSOWER: Thank you, your Honor.

THE couRT: --  unt i r  such t , ime as vou have counsel- .

Now you want some t i -me to see about,  retaininq counsel?
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MS. SASSOWER: Yes. This is a th is is a

cr iminal  matter wi th very profound publ ic j -nterest  d imension.

THE COURT: Okay. I  can see that you were arrested

on Capitol  grounds here.

MS. SASSOWER: Yes. I  was I  was

THE COURT: And I  assume exercise of  what you

bel ieve perhaps were your legi t imate First  Amendment r ight .s?

MS. SASSOWER: Yes. My cr ime was that I  requested

at a publ ic hear ing to be permit . ted to test i fy.

THE COURT: I  see.

MS. SASSOWER: And f  or  t .hat .  request they

THE COURT: They al leged that you perhaps were

disorder ly and disrupt ive.

MS. SASSOWER: Yes, for  s imply making of  that

requesL.

THE COURT: Okay. How much t ime would you need to

arrange to have someone represent you?

MS. SASSOWER: I f  f  may hand up these documents,

Your Honor? f  have suppl ied Mr.  Mendelson with a copy.

THE COURT: Okav.

MS. SASSOWER: I  am seeking organizaLional  support .

Unfortunately,  organizat ions take a certain amount of  t ime.

THE COURT: I  undersLand.

MS. SASSOWER: I  would ask for  two months.  I  th ink

t.hat.  woul-d be more than adequate t . ime to clar i fy whether or
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not r  might obtain their  assist .ances or i f  not  their

assistance then a pro bono referral- ,  referral  of  pro bono

counsel- .

THE COURT: Okay.

MS. sAssowER: certainly at  the conclusion of  that

t , ime i f  I  am not successful ,  f  am prepared to arrange

THE COURT: Make the arranqemenr

MS. SASSOWER: Exact ly,  paid counsel .

THE COURT: Okav.

Ms- sAssowER: And r  would also l ike to appr ise the

court  that  in th is inter im per iod r  am prepared to proceed

pro se.

THE COURT: Okav.

MS- sASsowER: And to dispose of  some of the issues

that would have to be addressed in any case

THE COURT: Okav-

MS. SASSOWER: --  as prel iminary matter.

THE COURT: A11 r ioht .

MS .  SASSOWER: Those issues, of  course, are t ,he

usual  d iscovery issues.

THE COURT: Sure.

Ms- sAssowER: But beyond that there is a question

of disqual i f icat ion of  the Assistant u.s.  At torney here Leah

Bel-aire.

THE COURT: Oh. We11, I  assume that i_t 's  do you



1

2

3

A=

5

6

7

9

10

1l_

L2

13

I4

15

t6

I7

18

1,9

zv

2I

22

z5

24

25

know who i -s actual ly going to be assigned the case'  Mr '

Mendelson?

MR. MENDELSON: Louis Ramos and I have been

assigned. the case. That issue has been resolved'

THE COURT: Okay' So you don't have to have any

concerns about Ms. Belaire prosecut ing the case because she's

nottheyrotate,YoUknow,inthatof f iceandtheyrotate

in and out of  cases with some regurar i ty.  so r  assume Ms'

Belaire is going on to her new assignment '

MR. MENDELSON: In fact '  todaY'

THE COURT: Today'  Okay'  So i t  wi l l  be Mr '  Ramos

and yoursel f .

MS. SASSOWER: So you are not under her '

THE COURT: No'  Oh'  r lo '  she is not a supervisor '

she is just  a l ine at torney going t .o a di f ferent assignment ' '

MS. SASSOWER: I  see'

THE COURT: OkaY?

MS. SASSOWER: Okay'  Because she certainly is

disqual i f ied.

THE COURT: Okay'  Welt '  You don' t  even have to

worry about rt any more because she is not going to be trying

the case.

MS. SASSOWER: OkaY' Then

THECOURT:Discovery ' I 'msure'Mr 'Mendetsonwi l l

be haPPY to Provide'
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MR. MENDELSON: We conLinue to make di_scoverv

F 
^,-1 ^, ,Luuqy.

THE COURT: Okay. That 's f ine.  Good.

MR. MENDELSON: I t  would be t .he Government 's

posi t lon that.  a two-month cont j -nuance puts us al_most three

mont.hs away from t .he date of  the arrest  and that may af fect

the memory and recol lect ion of  the people invol-ved in th is

case. And that,  I  th ink,  is  a l_ i t t le bi t  too l_ong.

THE COURT: As a judge who sat in felony cal_endars

for a good part  of  her exper ience on Lhe bench, I  never fa i l

to be amazed at  how quickly we get.  misdemeanors t .o t r ia l  .

And whi le r  can appreciate what you are saying, w€ are coming

up to the summer and f  can sympathize wi th the defendant 's

needs to make arrangements with counsel at  a t . ime when people

are taking vacat ions and they arenrL around.

MR. MENDELSON: Um-hmm.

THE COURT: And, you know, not much this is a

jury t ryable case; is i t .?

MR. MENDELSON: yes, your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. you know, not.  much happens in

the summer.  we sort  of  have a s leepy southern town mental i t .y

r  th ink even in washington in terms of  t racking people down

and making arrangements for thlngs I ike Iegal

representat ions.  So r  don' t  th ink the do-day t j -me per iod

here is unreasonabl-e.  r  rear ize that .  And that would be
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for,  f  assume, a status for  ascerLainment of  counsel .

But I  assume once that.  counsel  is  ascertained, the

tr ia l -  can be scheduled f  a i r ]v soon thereaf ter .  And I  take a

I  nr-  n€ nr i  da a|-  mrr l - r r i  c f  manarrcmenf of  l t { isdemeanof Ca]endaf

No. t  here of  get t ing our cases to t r ia l  very qulckly.  But I

th ink th is is a case for a number of  reasons that iust .  isn ' t

going to get to t r ia l  qui te as quickly as your ordinary

misdemeanor.  f  don' t  th ink a 60-dav t . ime frame is

unreasonable for  Ms. Sassower Lo f i rm up her legal

representat  ion.

MS. SASSOWER: Thank you.

THE COURT: So you know, we coul-d bring we were

talk ing about br inging the case back in August.  You know, I

hope t .here wi l l  a good steward of  Misdemeanor Calendar No. 1

after I  leave i t ,  but ,  you know, i f  you are set . t . ing a Lr ia1

date,  you know, around the t .h i rd week of  August,  I  suspect

you wi l l  probably be able to get t .he case calendared on an

October date.

MR. MENDELSON: So we would set  a status date in

mid-August.

THE COURT: This wi l l  be a sLaLus for ascertainment

of  counsel  roughly 50 days from today with a t r ia l  date t .o be

caf l -hara:Ffar

MS. SASSOWER: Thank vou.

THE COURT: And even with your wi tnesses, you know,
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you may have some concerns with people taking vacations and

t.hings l ike that  in the summer.

MR. MENDELSON; Okav.

THE COURT: This tr ial is going t.o work a whole lot

better the fa l I  than i t  wi l l  August 15. Okay?

MR. MENDELSON: Okav.

THE COURT: And that 's t rue for jury t r ia ls also.

Havlng t . r ied to picture i t  in the summer months,  I  can teI1

you i t  is  real ly problemat ic wi t .h peoples,  vacat. ions

schedul-es.  So there are miI l ion good reasons to t ry th is

case af ter  ] - ,abor Day. And r  assume i t  won' t  have to be tr ied

too far af ter  Labor Dav.

MR. MENDELSON: We could hope we have a quicker

turn-around af ter  the hol idav.

THE COURT: Sure.  I  mean, Lhe tr ia l  date you set

should be a f i rm tr ia l  date.  Okay? f  mean, everybody has

got an j -nterest  in seeing i t  get  reso]ved sooner rather than

later,  I 'm sure.

So we' l l  p ick a dat.e for  status.  What else can f

help you with?

MS. SASSOWER: Nothinq.

THE COURT: Okav.

MS. SASSOWER: I  want to just  thank you and to say

that I  wi l l  proceed in th is int .er im per iod

THE COURT: Okay. And you know t.o be in t .ouch

10



1

z

3

4

5

6

7

B

10

11

L2

13

T4

15

L6

I7

18

I9

20

2I

22

23

24

25

MS. SASSOWER: --  not  on]v to obt.ain counsel  as

possible but also to resolve al l  of  t .he discovery issues.

THE COURT: Okay. AII  r ight .  Let 's take a look at

the calendar.  Having talked about.  peoplesr vacat ion

schedules in August,  are you folks okay for coming back

around August 20, which is a Wednesday?

MR. MENDELSON: Yes, Your Honor.

MS. SASSOWER: I ' I I  be here.

THE COURT: Okay. Mr.  Gol-dstone, how is that  for

you, r ight .  in the middle of  when you plan to be away?

MR. GOLDSTONE: No, that 's f ine.

THE COURT: That 's okay? A11 r ight . .  August.  20 iL

is,  then. And t .hat .  is  for  a status for  ascertainment of

counsel-  .  But the i  acket should ref  lect  that  aL l -east  in the

inter im per iod t .he Court  is  permit t ing

UNKNOWN FEMALE: Representing

THE COURT: Yes, Ms. Sassower to represent hersel f .

THE DEPUTY CLERK: Okav.

MR. GOLDSTONE: Your Honor,  wi l l  that  be in

courLroom 277?

THE COURT: Yes. Whoever takes the cal_endar wi l l

l . ra c1- arr i  na r i  ahf-  l . rara

MR. GOLDSTONE: 9 o 'c lock?

THE COURT: Yes. I ' l l  g lve Vou not ice for  9:00

because f  donrt  know when my successor wi l l  be taking the

11
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bench. so 9 o 'c l -ock to be on the safe s ide, and that is for

a status 8/20/03. r '11 ask you to step to t .he s ide, prease,

Ms. sassower,  and put your name and address on your not ice to

reappear.

THE DEPUTY CLERK: Ma,am, you are schedul-ed ro

appear back to court  August 20, 2oo3 in th is courtroom,

Courtroom 21'7,  at  9 a.m.

MS. SASSOWER: Is i t .  possible to make i t  at  2=OO,

because f  come from New york.

THE COURT: Oh.

MS. SASSOWER: ( indiscernible)

THE COURT: Wel l ,  yes,  f  mean, f  suppose we could.

We could do t .hat , .  Sure.  Why don' t  we say 2:00 p.m.

THE DEPUTY CLERK: Okay. f ,m going to change the

J^f  
^

THE COURT: Okav.

MS. SASSOWER: And r  wi l l  p ick appl icat ions to

spend more t ime in D.C.

THE COURT: Okav.

MS. SASSOWER: In a case l ike that  I  __

THE couRT: okay. r f  you' l l  hand the not ice back,

we' l ]  change the t ime on i t  before we hand i t  to vou.

MS . SASSOWER: Okarz.

THE COURT: Okay. 2 p.m. August.  20.  And agarn,

Lhat '  s  Al-  1 r ight  .  f  or  you, Mr .  Goldstone ?

I2
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MR. GOLDSTONE: Yes. Thank you very much, Your

Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. You are qui-te welcomed.

MR. GOLDSTONE: Enjoy your ret i rement.

THE COURT: Oh, wel l - ,  okay.

THE DEPUTY CLERK: --  appear in court  August 20,

2003, in th is courtroom, Courtroom 2!7,  at  2 p.m. Fai lure to

appear,  a bench warrant wi l l  issue for your arrest .  You

would be subject  to f ines of  $1000, 180 days in ja i l ,  or

both,  s imply for  your fa i lure to appear.  Do you understand

I  hc tnr: rn i  ncr ma '  am?vYq!rr+rr :  /  r

MS. SASSOWER: I  do.  Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: You are welcomed.

MS. SASSOWER: What are you doing in your

retrrement?

THE COURT: f rm going to graduate school .

MS. SASSOWER: Are you? Conqratul-at ions .

THE COURT: Yes. I  decided going back to school  is

a fountain of  youth.

MS. SASSOWER: ( indiscernible) .

THE COURT: WelI ,  I  th ink f 'm ant ic ipat ing.  f rm

l ike the horse qett inq near the barn.

MS. SASSOWER: What

THE COURT: Theol-ogy.

MS. SASSOWER: Theol-ogy?

13
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THE COURT: Theol-  ogy ,  yes .

MS. SASSOWER: We11, I  a l -so ( indiscernib]e) .

THE COURT: Oh, do you?

MS. SASSOWER: I  was a rel ig ious ( indiscernible).

THE COURT: Were you, real ly? Okay.

MS. SASSOWER: But then found that mv

THE COURT: You were cal led to the publ ic sector.

MS. SASSOWER: My publ lc interest  work was too

consumang.

THE COURT: Oh. Wel l ,  that 's a great th ing.  Thank

goodness people have that at t i tude.

MS. SASSOWER: Thank you very much.

UNKNOWN FEMALE: Thank you.

THE COURT: Al-1 r ight .

UNKNOWN MALE: Good l -uck,  judge. Thank you.

THE COURT: Okay. Thanks. Nice to see you.

UNKNOWN: Good to see you.

THE COURT: AII  r ight .

(Thereupon, the proceedings were concl-uded. )

***

I4
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