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THE BIG SURPRISE
RE  JAMES RIDGEWAY’S “In the Interest of Justice” [January 19]:

Ridgeway states that Chief Justice Rehnquist could be the “big surprise” in the President’s Senate impeachment trial.  But then he incorrectly points out that Rehnquist has been “attacked on the left” because he “ignored evidence” of impeachable conduct by federal judges under his supervision.

To our knowledge, no one “on the left” has made such an attack.  Rather, the charge comes from the completely nonpartisan Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc.  The center filed an impeachment complaint with the House Judiciary Committee last November, asserting that the chief justice had mandatory supervisory and ethical duties that he jettisoned to cover up corrupt judges -- with whom he has personal and professional relationships.  By law, the chief justice was required to have disclosed those relationships or recused himself. 

The “big” surprise then is  an impeachment complaint against the chief justice that could blow up the Senate trial -- because the real obstructer of justice is Rehnquist.
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