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April 27, 1894

o0ffice of the District Attorney
Kings County

Corruption Investigation Division
Municipal Building

Brooklyn, New York 11201

ATT: Frank Laghezza, Senior Attorney

RE: Complaint of Criminal Conduct by Judges

gf the 2ppellate Division, Second
Department

Dear Mr. Laghezza:

Pursuant to our lengthy telephone conversation teday, in which
yvou confirmed that criminal conduct by Justices of the Appellate
Diviziecn, Second Department--in Brooklyn--weuld fall within the
jurisdiction of your office to prosecute, I am transmitting
herewith copies of the two submissions we have filed with the
Court of Appeals relative to the Article 78 proceeding, Sassower
v. Hon. Guy Mangaho, et al.

That proceeding charges the Jjustices of the Appellate Division,
Second Department with criminal ecenduct in knowingly,

deliberataly, and maliciously using the disciplinary mechanism,
which thevy control, for ulterior political purposes--to silence
and retaliate against lawyers who speak out against Judicial
corruption.

A= set forth at %7 of the Jurisdictional Statement, review of
the underlying disciplinary file under A.D.#90-00315 establishes
resoundingly, that all the orders issued thereunder by the
Appellate Division, Second Department are "factually and legally
unfounded™. This includes the Jume 14, 1391 "interim"
suspension Order, which suspended my mother frﬂm the practice of
law immediately, indefinitely, and unconditieonally.

Said Order was accomplished witheut a plenary procesding, without

notice of written charges, without a hearing, without evidentiary
findings, and without even a statement of reasons in the
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suspension Order itselfl--all contrary te +the explicit
regquirements of the Appellate Division's own Rules Governing the
Conduct of Atterneys and contrelling law of the Court of Appeals
(Matter of MHuevy, 61 N.¥.2d 513, 474 N.¥.5.2d 714 (1984); Matter
of Russakoff, 72 N.¥.2d 520, 583 N.¥.S5.2d 949 (1992)). As
discussed, the Appellate Division, Second Department has denied,
without reasons, my mother's wvacatur motions and, likewise,
without reasons, has refused to direct an immediate post-
suspensicn hearing. It iz now almost three years that she has
bean deprived of her livelihood.

Tha retaliatory nature of my mother's suspension is discussed at
length in the March 14, 19%4 submission of her attorney--and,

particularly, at pp. 5-8.

As vou know, the post-script of my mother's October 24, 19%1
letter to Governor Cuomo also alleges retaliation, stating
"review of the underlyng papers would show there [i=] neo other
lagitimate explanation for the suspensieon..." A hard-copy of
that letter--previcusly faxed--is herewith enclosed.

In view of the serious and substantial nature of this complaint,
wae would appreciate as immediate an appointment as possible so
that we can present, for your examination, & copy of the files
under A.D. #90-00315. Az stated in our February &, 19594 letier
to Attorney General Koppell (Supp. Exh. "&", p. 2"}, those files
"orovide prima facie, if not conclusive, evidence" of "an on-
going criminal conspiracy" by the justices involwved.

Yours for a gquality judiciary,

lena ElSesdr<y

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability

Enclosures (3)

P.S5. Also enclosed is= a copy of Dennis Duggan's April
26th article, with the guoted statement of your
boss--"We are going to investigate public
corruption"==-including against Jjudges. We intend
to hold Mr. Hawkins to that pledge.

~ The "interim" suspension Order 1s annexXed to ny
Jurisdictional Statement as Exhibit "D-6".
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Cops Hang Easily

NEW YORK NEWSDAY, TUESDAY, APRIL 26, 1994

There's a chiliing new werd {or (ops
witn commit perjury. b5 enllad “lgsrily-
g

A maybral cammission report due
gonm contends Ehak polion perjury iz the
“mert widgepread form ol police
wrongiolng Tacing today's sriminai jus-
bigs swstam.” i

But former Deputy Police Commis:
sionet for Trials Hugh Mo snys it isnl
fair 1 single oul just cops, Whet about
the judgen, what abriut the prossoutors
and whot about the dalense atlornays,
hie aska? L

It's & zood question and one that
ha=n’t beon adaressed sines
the doys of Maurice Madjari,
the firsteever state =perizi
argeesulor, who wei ep-
printed by than Gov. Melaon
Rrohefuller in (972 — he re-
signed in 1978 — and who .
promised to go alter judgss
ag well ws cops.

Yostorday, from his office
in Huntington, Long Island,
Madjari zald that the corrup-
tion enses he bought pgoins
judpas fell apart because of the "poed
old bry nelaosk,™ :

“The reason progecufors ga alter
~ops and nod judges and disteict 'sttor-
neya” he raid, “iathat you danit auifer
raperoussions when o go afler cops.”

Nadjari claims thal the judges he

‘mraspented for weongdeing, incluring

sarjury, wars then tried by their former
[rieneds on the Beach and be =ave Lhal’s
why his crses wers dizmizaed,

The cops are on Lhe botter of the
sand ehain of the criminal justics &5
tmei. I8z pazier Lo hang Shem than any-
une alge. They don't moke mych moz-
py, they can't alford good lawyers, and
they hardly ever are s=en nt lable with
aente Tuprame Court judges.

They are alsn eacily targeted. They

zans Lhe same upiform, for one,

They're the onas wha apenly 2807y guns
fur another. Cops wark jusl down the
airest [rom the rast of us. They ere nlse
the most +igiklz line of defanse batiween
1z and thore who want ko kitl s or
ateal lrom ue — the thin bluez line wa
gomatimas eall it — but mar2 oflen in
pocent dave, the hiua wall of silants

Ask Marvin Schechlar, head of the
Broklyn criminel division «f the Leogal
Ald Soeiety, why the other, more pow.
ar{u| pluyers in the criminal justice sys-
tern are getling = pase and here's what
e zava: .

*Thore exiata a enliure in the disirict
attarnay offiens and the judiciary which
veruses, spmetimes padveriently, ime
perpar testimeny’ ohaerved in testimo-
ny befove grand juries, in pretrial fiear-
inge and oven teinls, -

T ———————

“In part,” sevs Schechter, a defense
lawyer [or 5 guarter of & cenlury, “this
sterma {rom a stepdlast beliel that cops
hove gn ineeadibbe diMieult jo' in whizh
thay pul their Uves on the linz. Tha
peaple they nrrest are pereeived as be
ing quilky.

“3ivan thase beliefs, thera iz a lack of
gggrongivensss in pursling wnab iz ni
times palpably obvisus perjured lesti-
many."

Mo puts it another wey.

“Wlhen cop2 are imperched by a ver-
ifiable souree, prosecutors don't fpllow

it up." The former police iudge, who

heade hiz owm law flrm in
Wanhattsn specializing in
Pacific Rim sompanies, saya,
Ukhers aught to be n faw
compeliing districh atlornavs
and judges to refor it e lhe
Intasnal AfTairs Division for
a charge of perju =

That never happene, “its
swept under the rug” says
Mo,

In Desember, Braoklyn
Iistrict Attorney Charles
Hynes set up & new unit eallad (he Core
ruption Investigation Division under
Dennia Hawlkins, cne of his mest trost-
ed mides, who has besn with Hynea
since tha Inte 1980,

The Hewking unit wes gulgtly moved
puf of downtown Brooklwm and awey
from the "culture' of fudges, elected ol
ficinis and city mgencies and into Red
Heook in December.

1 naked Howkine resterday if his
unit, whieh ineludes aight rasistant dis-
Erict pEtornevs, and six datective-dnves.

bigabors, would lank impide "he ssurt-

ropmg az well & the policy precinets for
avidenee of wrongelng.

He said his unit, which he cells
unique among the city's dislrict sttor-
nev oflices, would spare no one in the
erimingl justice syatem, “We ere going
to invesiigata public cormuption,” he
stresses.

Wi have hod reams of stories about

had ropa but almost nothing about
indgea and prosecutors who fat obwisus- -

Iy pariured bastimony eiip by without
ragebion. ;
1t's mo s=erek by now that perjury n e

‘big problem in the palice department.

(o 1501, Mew York Newsduy reporier
Bill Murphy wrote about his time on a
Queens grand jury with 23 olhet gikis
pene He wrote in this pager that "eaps
have g serious eredibility prr.lL"'l'Em with
the people they protect,

i beenme clegrer with vach passing
caze,” Murphy wrote, “that cops on the
gleeot did whatgver wos npopgsary o
arreset the bad guys, and {igured out lat-
er how Lo make it legal.”



The Mallen Comimissian spent pover-
al nallions of dollars to areive at the
rate gonciugion. :

“Ofken,” gavs e, "the plavers in
g enforeoment live By o oende af =i
tence 18 hag bessme old hat for many of
them, They treal perjury ns ssuweibing
like running a ved light.” '

Ot veg, judpas do get into the news
every ancy in A while, Brony =bale Su.

. e Hymncles Fili s-amr'_r. Edehard Huxo
Kaurice Madjan, the stale’s lirsl special presgculer, pramised to go afar judges oo,

oreme Court Justics Frank Dies, B3,
wag oirested Bunday for sbusing his
eampanion, Patricia Hoberta, His law-
xar eomplained thpt the judge was
weked in o eell with olhar prisongrs
and hin #afely was endangored. He
turned B fow Knobs end got the judge
imbes & privaks cell,
Al rize.
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