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In its January 10, 2008 issue, Th e 
Guardian published an article about the 
Center for Judicial Accountability’s (CJA’s) 
opposition to Senator Clinton’s presiden-
tial aspirations. It summarized misconduct 
by Senator Clinton, now reportedly being 
considered by President-Elect Obama for 
Secretary of State, as well as misconduct 
by Georgia Senator Saxby Chambliss, now 
facing a December 2, 2008 run-off  election 
for a second term.

Th e article described the chain of 
events Senator Clinton set in motion – and 
Senator Chambliss executed – by which 
my daughter, Elena Sassower, then CJA’s 
coordinator, was arrested on a completely 
bogus charge of “disruption of Congress”, 
and prosecuted in a court funded by Con-
gress where she was railroaded to trial and 
wrongfully-convicted, following which 
she was sentenced to the maximum jail 
term of six months aft er she refused to 
write apology letters to Senators Clinton 
and Chambliss, among others.

Her crime? At the Senate Judiciary 
Committee’s May 22, 2003 public hear-
ing to confi rm fi ve federal judicial nomi-
nees, she respectfully requested to be 
permitted to testify in opposition to one 
of those nominees.  Her exact words, not 
uttered until aft er the hearing was al-
ready announced adjourned, were:

“Mr. Chairman, there’s citizen op-

position to Judge Wesley based on his 
documented corruption as a New York 
Court of Appeals judge.  May I testify?”

Th e chairman presiding, Senator 
Chambliss, did not answer my daughter’s 
question.  Nor did he answer her imme-
diately following question, “Are you di-
recting that I be arrested?”, which Elena 
repeated three times as Capitol Police led 
her from the hearing room.  Instead, he 
put on his reading glass-
es and 
reached 
for a 
p a p e r 
w h i c h , 
once my 
daughter 
was out of 
the room, 
he read 
from: 

“Out-
side wit-
nesses are 
w e l c o m e 
to sub-
mit letters 
supporting 
or oppos-
ing nomi-
nees for the 
C o m m i t -
tee’s con- sideration, but it is not our 
usual procedure to invite outside wit-
nesses to testify either in support or in 
opposition to the nomination.

I realize that this lady is disappoint-
ed that she is not able to make any state-
ment this aft ernoon, but her disappoint-
ment in no way condones any disruption 
of this hearing.

Again, we will stand adjourned.
Th ank you very much.”
Such was a deceit.   A citizen’s re-

spectful request to testify at a public con-
gressional hearing is not “disruption of 
Congress” -- even were the hearing not 
already adjourned, which it was.  More-
over, two months before the hearing, my 
daughter, as CJA’s coordinator, had asked 
the Committee, in writing, for its rules, 
procedures, and standards, simultaneous 

with her written request to be permitted 
to testify in opposition at the confi rmation 
hearing.  The Committee never sent any 
rules, procedures, and standards, or any 
letter denying her request to testify. 

Indeed, it was precisely because the 
Committee had ignored, without any 
fi ndings of fact or conclusions of law, 
the particularized written statement that 
my daughter had fi led with the Com-

mittee, lay-
ing out Judge 
W e s l e y ’ s 
c o r r u p t i o n 
on the New 
York Court 
of Appeals, 
for which 
she had also 
transmitted 
the substan-
tiating doc-
u m e n t a r y 
proof, that 
my daughter 
went down 
to Wash-
ington to 
r e q u e s t 
to testify 
about it.   
In so do-

ing, my daugh-
ter notifi ed the Committee, in advance, 
that she would be coming to the hear-
ing and would request to testify, if the 
presiding chairman did not himself ask 
whether there was anyone who wished 
to testify – as had been done in the past.  
For this reason the Committee prepared 
a script for Senator Chambliss to read 
– but not until AFTER my daughter had 
requested to testify and was taken out 
and arrested.

Minutes after reading the script, 
Senator Chambliss exited from the 
backdoor of the hearing room to the cor-
ridor, where my daughter was standing 
in handcuffs.  He walked right past her, 
keeping silent as she asked him “Are 
you directing that I be arrested?  Do you 
wish me to be arrested?”

According to the police reports 

thereafter fi led, Senator Chambliss was 
the “complainant” against my daughter 
for her alleged “disruption of Congress”.   
This absolutely entitled her to his testi-
mony at trial.  However, with the other 
Senators, including Senator Clinton, he 
wrongfully invoked his immunities un-
der the Constitution’s “speech and de-
bate clause” to quash her trial subpoena.

The record of what Senator Chambliss 
did is readily-verifi able from the primary-
source evidence posted on the Center for 
Judicial Accountability’s website, www.
judgewatch.org, and accessible via the 
sidebar panel “Disruption of Congress”.  It 
includes the Senate Judiciary Committee’s 
own videotape of the May 22, 2003 hear-
ing, presided over by Senator Chambliss, 
as well as the “Paper Trail to Jail” contain-
ing my daughter’s correspondence with 
Senator Chambliss and the other big-name 
Senators, in addition to the litigation pa-
pers in D.C. Superior Court. 

Such evidence would support crimi-
nal prosecutions of Senator Chambliss, 
as likewise his fellow Senators for their 
brazen corruption of federal judicial se-
lection and betrayal of the public trust.   

It is evidence the voters of Georgia 
need to know about.  

Help Hold Senators Saxby Chambliss
And Hillary Clinton Accountable

An Appeal From Doris L. Sassower, President/Co-Founder, Center For Judicial Accountability
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Senator Clinton Condemned By

Center For Judicial Accountability, Inc.
Organization Charges  Constitutional Violations In Not Protecting

Constituent’s First Amendment Rights When Her Own Staff Counsel Acted To

Prevent Opposition Testimony At Senate Committee Judicial Confirmation Public Hearing

On May 22, 2003, White Plains, 

New York resident, Elena Ruth Sas-

sower, Co-Founder and Coordina-
tor of the 
Center for 
Judicial Ac-
countability, 
Inc, rose, as 
the closing 
gavel came 
down at a 
U.S. Senate 
J u d i c i a r y 
C o m m i t -
tee Public 
C onf irma-
tion Hearing 

Richard Wesley nomination to the 

2nd Circuit Court of Appeals and 

said: “Mr. Chairman, there’s citizen 

opposition to Judge Wesley based 

on his documented corruption as a 

New York Court of Appeals judge. 

May I testify?” Without answering 

the question, then Chairman Saxby 

Chambliss (R-GA) had Ms. Sas-

sower  forcibly removed from the 

hearing room by D.C. Capitol Po-

lice. She was handcuffed behind her 

back, arrested, incarcerated for 21 

hours, and thereafter prosecuted by 

the U.S. Attorney’s Office for “Dis-

ruption of Congress.” 
Prior to the hearing, Ms. Sas-

sower visited Senator Clinton’s 

Washington, D.C. office and re-

quested her to withdraw her an-

nounced support for the Wesley 

nomination. Ms. Sassower supplied 

documentation substantiating his 

corruption of the Court of Appeals. 

Instead of probing the very serious 

documented charges of her con-

stituent, a well-known judicial re-

form activist, Senator Clinton’s Staff 

Counsel called the Secret Service. In 

turn, D.C. Capitol Police telephoned 

Ms. Sassower threatening that if she 

came to the Public Hearing and re-

quested to testify in opposition to 

the Wesley nomination, she would 

be arrested.
On June 28, 

2004, despite rec-
om m e n d at i on s 
of the Probation 
Department and 
the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office that 
there be no jail-
time, D.C. Supe-
rior Court Judge 
Brian F. Holeman 
sentenced her to 
the maximum six 
months in jail, 
without bail and 
denying her re-
peated requests 
for a stay pend-
ing appeal, after 
she declined his 
long list of proba-
tion conditions. These included a 

direction that she “stay away from 

and inside the United States Capi-

tol Complex,” have no contact with 

Senator Clinton and her staff, and 

“write letters of apology to Senator 

Clinton,” among others, “…which 

state…your remorse for any incon-

venience caused.” After imposing 

the maximum sentence when Ms, 

Sassower declined to write such 

letters because she would “not lie,” 

Judge Holeman ordered her taken 

straight to the D.C. Jail. There she 

spent the July 4th weekend in soli-

tary confinement, and was not re-

leased from prison until December 

23, 2004.
By contrast, at a May 7, 2003 

U.S. Senate Armed Services Com-

mittee hearing, during testimony of 

then-Secretary of Defense Donald 

Rumsfeld, a group of eight protes-

tors, loudly and repeatedly shouted 

“Fire Rumsfeld for war crimes!” and 

unfurled a banner that read “Fire 

Rumsfeld” before the protestors 

were escorted from the building. 

None of the eight protestors were 

arrested or charged with “Disrup-

tion of Congress.” Ms. Sassower’s 

arrest on May 22, 2003, a mere 15 

days later, was an unprecedented 

violation of her First Amendment 

and other constitutionally guaran-

teed rights.
In all that time, before, during, 

and since Ms. Sassower’s arrest and 

imprisonment, Senator Clinton did 

not lift one finger to help the con-

stituent, whose arrest and imprison-

ment her office instigated – closing 

her eyes and ears to the appeals of 

other constituents and outraged 

members of the public all over the 

country that she initiate remedial 

action. Ironically, following Ms. 

Sassower’s release from jail, she was 

voted 2004 “White Plains Person of 

the Year/Defender of the Consti-

tution” in her hometown. Still no 

word on the subject from now Can-

didate Clinton, whose husband Bill 

describes as a “world-class genius 

in making positive changes in other 

people’s lives.”

The Center for Judicial Account-

ability, Inc., is a national, nonparti-

san, nonprofit citizens’ organization, 

working, pro bono, to protect the 

public interest in the integrity of our 

judicial selection and judicial disci-

pline process. Its mission is to ensure 

that only the most qualified trial 

lawyers become, and remain judges.
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Senator Saxby Chambliss
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