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Mr. Gabe pressman
News Forum: NBC
30 Rockefel ler  Center
New York,  New york L0112

Dear Mr.  Pressman:

Folrowing up my .  terephone .  conversat ion.  wi th your assistant,stacey, r  am providing you with . -"rr"" . r , "a sunmaryr ds wer.r  as a
::**+:_question ro pole to rhe candidates r"i ettorney Generarrn your schedured interview with thern this s""aii. 

--

As virtuarly- every reporter who has written about this race hasobserved--unfortunatery onry in pa=sing-- tn" Attorney General  hasno povrer ln the crirninar arena, which is unali-lnJ :urisdictionof the distr ict-at to_r_neys in " . tn """" tv.  r t  is  for  that  reasonthat when Mr. Koppelr Lecarne invorvea 
' in 

irr" "piut" gang rapecase, which Mr.  Kopperr  has s ince .=.a for  a T.v.  cornmercial  topromote hls campaign, he had to f i rsc be appointed by Governorcuomo as a special  prosecutor to ao tnat j , ;6.  
-  - ;n 

other words,lndependent of .  thai .  appoln-tm.r ,C, 
- ln" '  

At torney Generar had nopower even to invest igate,  r" ! -a lone prosecute such case. Thus,the discussion of  cr ine 
'as 

the ' ,nuiber one issue, has to beunderstood as a rrsnokescreenrr  to obscure the Attorney Generalrsrea l  du t ies .

Reporters have pointed out that  the Attorney Generarrs dut iespr inar i ly  consi i t  of  de^fending the'  state and i ts var iousgovernmentar bodies and of f icers in c iv i r  l i l ig" i ; ; " .  yet ,  therehas been ne ?Tl l inatron pv.  tne press or ur.  ioJ; ; i t ' ;s  on-rhe_jobperfonnance during his eilnt-nonttr tenure as AtLorney Generar byappointment of the Covernoi.

under the raw of our state, those aggrieved by governmentaraction and inaction have thg _ risrrl lo have tneir conplaintsreviewed by leg_a} procedure carred in rrArt ic le 7g proceeding,, .rn such Art icre 7B proceediDgsr t -n" governmentar bodies and
S:fi::i: 

sued are siven rree i"sii- a-erense 
-uv-1n" 

Artorney
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However, the Atto.rney. General is bound by the sane standards ofethicar responsibir i t ies as govern tawyers '  in tne-pi ivate sector.J::l as. a nr^lva!.e rawyer -may not excLed the uouiras of raw andethics ln defending hi ;  crrentJne 
-al torney 

ceneiar,  r ikewise,may not do so. rndeed, s ince the Attorney Generar is the highestlaw of f lcer of  the staie,  he and his oir i i "  *"" i -u"- the exemprarsof integr i ty.

As shown by l r refutabre documentary evidence, Attorney GenerarKopperr ,  in his defense of  judg6s sued i -n the Art icre 7gproceed ing  en t i t red  sassower  y .  M lnqano.  e t  a r . ,  has  no t  onrydemonstrated his coro it ni" knowing
;:::::ilon 

or the Articre 78 remedv .na r,i= tirie ;;i" as Atrorney

Brief ly stated, in the aforesaid case, Attorney Generar Kopper lperni t ted judges, who were respondents and the subject  of  theArt ic le 78 proceeding, to decide' thei i  own case and argued to theNew york state court  of  Appears,-  wi thof t  the s i ightest  c i tat ionof . legar auth.oqitv, that there =tr@te review ofsuch brazen violat ion of  fundarnental  raw and confr ict  of  i .nterestrules appl icable to judges.

Your vlewing audience can be presumed smart enough to know thatrrno man can be judge of  h is own cause,r .  r t ,  "o, , ia be an insurtto your audience to th ink otherwise. rndeed, such maxim--whichgoes back to ancient t ime-- is embodied in 
'our -r tut , , t "  

books(Jud ic ia ry  Law sr4) ,  as  wer l  as  in  the  Rures  Govern ing  Jud ic ia rconduct, promurgated by the chief Adrninistrator tJ or* courts,and incorpora ted  in -  our  s ta te  cons t i tu t ion  (Ar t i c re  Vr ,s 2 0 ( b ) ( 4 ) ) .

I t torney General  KSnnerr has actuar,  personar knowredge of  theArt ic le_ _28 proceeding 
,  which $raspersonal ly discussed with him on six-eparate occasions and thesubject  of  intensive,  on-going "oir .=pondence with hin f romJanuary through June of this y"al

Mr- Kopperr  h?= never been ab- le_to provide_ any.regal  author i ty
fot  a l rowing judges accused of  the "?i^"  of  of f ic iar  misconductto decide their ovJn case--because there is Brtrg. That henonetheless has alj.owed judges accused of crirninfi ionduct in anArt icre -28 prggeeding t ;  decide thei i  own case-- in the face ofhis knowredge that our raw expressry proscr ibes same--makes hin a
: l?I . : faker"  

and unf i t  for  erect ion is our state,s hish"=t iegal

ln
he
to

The point  is  that .  Mr.  Kopperr ts dut ies in defending judgesArt lcre 7.8 proceedingq do 
'no!  

permit  h in to break the raw__as
lt.. knowingry and deriberatery done to cover-up what he knowsbe a  t t  jud ic ia l  Waterga ter r .



rt nust be ernphasr-zed that the reason Mr. Koppelr has arl0wedaccused j  udge s to dec ide t t re i i -  
-ovrn 

case--rdhere the rawuneguivocar ly prohibi ts i t - - is  
-p i . " i ""rv 

because t f  h is actuarknowredge that. review by a.n indeipl.a!"t lr ibunar 
-wourd 

result inhis crients being found-'guiltt ;-f ""rau.t requiring their renovalf rom off ice and cr in inal-prosecut ion

rndeed, M!.  Koppetr  ! , /as 
.  
provided by .us wi th furr .  docurnentaryevidence, subst lnt tat ing the t ruth u6ni ."a t tJ ' " r i l luErons of  theArt icre 78 proceeding 

-rerat ing 
to 

- [n" 
cr iminar 

-  
and tort iousconduct of  h is c l lents.  yet ,  the correspondence resoundi .nglydemonstrates yr .  Kopperrrs ""rpr. t "  fa i r -ure ur,a refusar toconduct any invest ig l t ion of  r r ts cr ienis l  

-  
o i"-"*r"r ,  of  themj.sconduct of  lawyers on his staf i .  

-

rn that  connect ion and with the benef i t  of  our correspondencewi th  Mr .  Kopper r ,  the  press  can see fo r  i t ser r - tna t  h is  recentswif t  and decis ive act ion against  an assistant al i l r ' .y  Generaron  h is  s ta f f  fo r  a  b iased co iment . i s  a  
-pubr ic  

, " r i i i ons  proy__andnot demonstrat lve of  the manner in wni-cn he orainu.rry runs hisof f ice.  As shown by . that  .correspondence, the grossry derer ictand dishonest manner in which,  ur- . - - i "pperr  has i . r r , - tn" Attorney
f f l i : : l '"  

of f ice requires rhar rhe .rtt .rr run hi; our or rhal

Final lyr  you should be aware that  ispresently pending before the New yoiilStatG- coffi1 Appeals andthat the papers before that court aocurnent the appalr ing degreeto which Mr.  Koppel l  has abandoned n i= responsib i l i t ies underraw'  These inc lude h is  duty  to  address the const i lu t ional  issuesra ised before that  cour t  ie la t ive to  the s tatutory  prov is ionsinvolved in that  case. 
_. I11;-_.-r" ;Tpasses those rerat ing toArt icre 78 proceedings, s ince any i i terpretat ion which wourdpenni t  accused judges to decioe_ t t re ' t "#r i ty of  their  own conductin an Art icre 7e pioceeding would be uiconst i tut ionar.

Thus, what Mr.  Kopper l  has done is not onry contrary to }aw andethical  ru les,  but  a lso unconst i tut ioni f

This is an extraordinary _ i rnportant issue which the pubr ic has ar ight  to know since tne i is tor ic ert ic ie 7g remedy berongs to thePeopre as their protection from abuse of go,r".r, inentar power bypubr ic of f ic iars,  who betray thei i  oaths of  of f rce and thePeop lers  t rus t r .

Mr. Pressman

Ur .  Koppe l l t s
General should
judges accused
their own case
sel f - in terested
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opponents who aspire to
be asked their  v iew of
of  misconduct in Art ic le
a3d .ar.Suing against any
d e c i s i o n .

replace hirn as Attorney
{ r .  Koppe l t ' s  permi t t in }
78 proceedings to decide

appe l la te  rev iew o f  the i r



I
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For then to answer this .stralght-forward .question does notrequire any factual informati"" utv"no what i i-.ontained in theforegoing paragraph. However, ai refrected by the encrosedret ters to Karen Burstein- i ia_1i iot-spi t r"r ,  they each received afurr  set  of  papers for  their  personar-  review, , i tn- i  request thatthev show rLaaershif i; rui=-ir,g 
"piruii" 

"6r,="i*Jr,"r" of thisvi tar  issue as part  of  
-  thei i - -" i rp i ign.  

-  -M=. 
;urstein,  whoresigned from the bench to. run for eiecfion to altorney Generar,decrined to 

1o- :o.. M-.. spit;;,-;;"-;:rred us trri=-arternoon and
;:?:::T3"r'?t";?'.tJ. 

statld ne 
'wouia- 

ue reviewins the ,out"riui

As for Mr.  Hynes, the Brookryn Distr ict .At torney, his of f lce hasbeen furnished "g! .onry wi th in"-r" imissions to the court  ofAppeal  s ,  but  wi th ar 1- the evident_iurv ,nut l r iars vre hadpreviousry provided ti l ttorney c.r,. i.r xipp"ii-1o,,, March B,L994 ret ter)  - -and which he returned to usr apparent iy unread (ourJune L7, L994 l t r ) .  we are presentry await ing the resuLts of  theinves t iga t ion  be ing  unde- r take"  
- 'O i  

Mr .  Hynes ,  des ignatedrrcorrupt ion 
,  rnvest ig l t ion^_piv is ionr, l '  pursuant to our ret tercompla in t ,  f i l ed  on  apr i l  27 ,  Lgg l .

Needless to say,-  shourd you desire to review any mater iars beyondthose indicated hereinbeiow, which " i r r  ue nanJia" i i r " r"d to youro f f i ce  tomor row morn ingr  w€ ' r i r i - ; . ; ; i i y  p rov ide  = i * "  to  you.
Thus, the question to be put to Mr. Kopperr by you is asfo l lows:

rone of your duties as Attorney Generar is todefend judges sued in Art ic le 7g proceedingsfor of f ic iat  misconduct.  Is i t  i ; ; ; - ; ; i i " rthat such judges are free to decide their owncase and that there shourd be ,,o i i-nnl 
'a"

apper ra te  rev iew o f  a  dec is ion  i r r ' - tn " i ,favor?r l

I{ere Mr. Kopperr to answer honestly with.the onry regarly properanswerr You can then confront hirn " i i tr  the "a=d of su==or",. . ,r.Manc rano '  e t  a r . ,  expos ing  h i s  nvp " " r i " f ' r o r  wha t  i t  i s .
As aforesaid,  the guest ion for  the other  candidates is :

'what is your view of an Attorney Generar whopermi ts  
_ judges accused of  misconduct  i ;Ar t ic re 

_ 28 proceedings to  dec iae ih" i ,  owncase and. argues againlt any appellate reviewof  a dec is ion in  the i r  favo. r? i - r - - -bvv 
levr



we wil l  be watching your show with great interest.re f reshing to  see 
- the 

four  candidaies focus on are levant  to  the of f lce of  At torney cenera l .

Mr. Pressman

Enclosures:  ( l )
( 2 1
( 3 )
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ft would be
real  issue,

Yours for  a qual t ty judic iary,

( 4 )
( 5 )
( 6 )

seaq
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center  for  Judic ia l  AccountaUi f i ty

correspondence with Attorney General KoppellJud ic ia ry  Law St4
ch ie f  Adn in is t ra to r rs  Rures  Govern ing  Jud ic ia rConduct
8/4/94 let ter  to Karen Burstein
8 / 8 / 9 4  I e t t e r  t o  E I i o t  S p i t z e r
4/27/94 cornpraint  to arookryn Distr ict ,  At torneyCorrupt ion fnvest igat ion Oivis ion


