Center for Judicial Accountability

From: Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA) <elena@judgewatch.org>
Sent: Thursday, March 29, 2012 3:43 PM
To: ‘wendy.merton@exec.ny.gov’; 'katie.sherwin@exec.ny.gov'; 'skelos@nysenate.gov’;

'‘burman@nysenate.gov'; 'garvey@nysenate.gov'; 'searlesa@assembly.state.ny.us';
'silver@assembly.state.ny.us'; 'speaker@assembly.state.ny.us’;
'mmone@courts.state.ny.us'; jross@courts.state.ny.us’; ‘eric.schneiderman@ag.ny.gov’;
‘Joel.Graber@ag.ny.gov'; 'lisa.dell@ag.ny.gov'; 'roderick.arz@ag.ny.gov';
‘william.schaeffer@ag.ny.gov’; 'stacy.aronowitz@ag.ny.gov';
‘Sampson@senate.state.ny.us'; 'spotts@senate.state.ny.us’;
'taliaoren.senate@gmail.com’; 'budgetdirector@budget.ny.gov’;
'dob.sm.press@nysemail.state.ny.us’; 'adryan@osc.state.ny.us'

Subject: VERIFIED COMPLAINT & OSC for STAY with TRO: Lawsuit vs Unconstitutional, Unlawful
& Fraudulent Judicial Pay Raises
Attachments: verified-complaint-3-29-12.pdf; osc-with-affidavit-3-29-12.pdf

Dear Governor Cuomo, Temporary Senate President Skelos, Assembly Speaker Silver, & Chief
Judge Lippman —

Attorney General Schneiderman, Comptroller DiNapoli, Senate Minority Leader
Sampson, & Budget Director Megna,

Due to technological & mechanical problems, our order to show cause with TRO to stop the judicial pay
raises will be presented to the Court tomorrow morning. Attached is the Summons and Verified
Complaint in the lawsuit, to be commenced tomorrow. Also attached is the order to show cause, with
my moving affidavit, which will be modified to reflect that it is being presented tomorrow, not today.

Unfortunately, due to our technological difficulties, I am not able to post on our website. However,
here’s the link to our webpage for our October 27, 2011 Opposition Report, which posts, as well, the
relevant correspondence — most importantly our March 2, 2012 letter. http://www.judgewatch.org/web-
pages/judicial-compensation/opposition-report.htm

Needless to say, the day’s delay furnishes you additional time to furnish your findings of fact and
conclusions of law for our October 27, 2011 Opposition Report to Assistant Attorney General Roderick
Arz, who will be appearing in Court tomorrow.

Elena Sassower
718-708-5303

From: Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA) [mailto:elena@judgewatch.org]

Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 4:40 PM

To: 'wendy.merton@exec.ny.gov'; 'katie.sherwin@exec.ny.gov'; 'skelos@nysenate.gov'; 'burman@nysenate.gov';
'garvey@nysenate.gov'; 'searlesa@assembly.state.ny.us'; 'silver@assembly.state.ny.us’;
'speaker@assembly.state.ny.us'; 'mmone@courts.state.ny.us'’; 'jross@courts.state.ny.us’;
‘eric.schneiderman@ag.ny.gov'; 'Joel.Graber@ag.ny.gov'; 'lisa.dell@ag.ny.gov'; 'roderick.arz@ag.ny.gov';
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‘william.schaeffer@ag.ny.gov'; 'stacy.aronowitz@ag.ny.gov'; 'Sampson@senate.state.ny.us';
'spotts@senate.state.ny.us'; 'taliaoren.senate@gmail.com’; 'budgetdirector@budget.ny.gov'’;
‘dob.sm.press@nysemail.state.ny.us'; 'adryan@osc.state.ny.us'; 'investigations@osc.state.ny.us'
Subject: GIVING NOTICE: Order to Show Cause for Stay & TRO: Lawsuit vs Unconstitutional, Unlawful &
Fraudulent Judicial Pay Raises

Dear Governor Cuomo, Temporary Senate President Skelos, Assembly Speaker Silver, & Chief
Judge Lippman —

Attorney General Schneiderman, Comptroller DiNapoli, Senate Minority Leader
Sampson, & Budget Director Megna,

Following up my below e-mail, attached is the (not yet finalized) order to show cause for a stay, with
TRO, of the judicial pay raises and my moving affidavit to be presented in court tomorrow. The
finalized version will be sent early tomorrow morning, as likewise the verified complaint

Elena Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc (CJA)
718-708-5303

From: Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA) [mailto:elena@judgewatch.org]

Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 1:13 PM

To: 'wendy.merton@exec.ny.gov'; 'katie.sherwin@exec.ny.gov'; 'skelos@nysenate.gov'; 'burman@nysenate.gov';
‘garvey@nysenate.gov'; 'searlesa@assembly.state.ny.us'; 'silver@assembly.state.ny.us’;
'speaker@assembly.state.ny.us'; 'mmone@courts.state.ny.us'; 'jross@courts.state.ny.us’;
‘eric.schneiderman@ag.ny.goV'; 'Joel.Graber@ag.ny.gov'; 'lisa.dell@ag.ny.gov'; 'roderick.arz@ag.ny.gov';
‘william.schaeffer@ag.ny.gov'; 'stacy.aronowitz@ag.ny.gov'; ‘Sampson@senate.state.ny.us';
'spotts@senate.state.ny.us'; 'taliaoren.senate@gmail.com'; 'budgetdirector@budget.ny.gov';
'dob.sm.press@nysemail.state.ny.us'; 'adryan@osc.state.ny.us'; 'investigations@osc.state.ny.us'

Subject: GIVING NOTICE: Lawsuit being commenced to stop the judicial pay raises

Dear Governor Cuomo, Temporary Senate President Skelos, Assembly Speaker Silver, & Chief
Judge Lippman —

Attorney General Schneiderman, Comptroller DiNapoli, Senate Minority Leader
Sampson, & Budget Director Megna,

We have not had any response from you, our highest constitutional officers of our three government
branches, or from any other public officers to our March 2, 2012 letter entitled “YOUR FINDINGS OF
FACT & CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: Protecting the People of this State & the Public Purse from
Judicial Pay Raises that are Unconstitutional, Unlawful, & Fraudulent”, sent by the below e-mail, with
the letter attached.

Consequently, to protect the People of New York and the public purse, we are doing your job by
commencing a lawsuit to stop the judicial pay raises based on our October 27, 2011 Opposition Report
to the “Final Report” of the Special Commission on Judicial Compensation.

Tomorrow we will be going to Supreme Court/Bronx County, buying an index # and RJI for our
verified complaint — and taking it before a judge with an order to show cause for a stay and TRO to
prevent the judicial pay raises from becoming law on April 1, 2012.



The caption of the case is:

CENTER FOR JUDICIAL ACCOUNTABILITY, INC. and ELENA RUTH
SASSOWER, individually, and as Director of the Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc,
acting on their own behalf and on behalf of the People of the State of New York & the
Public Interest, v.

ANDREW M. CUOMO, in his official capacity as Governor of the State of New York,
ERIC T. SCHNEIDERMAN, in his official capacity as Attorney General of the State of
New York, THOMAS DiNAPOLL in his official capacity as Comptroller of the State of
New York, DEAN SKELOS, in his official capacity as Temporary President of the New
York State Senate, THE NEW YORK STATE SENATE, SHELDON SILVER, in his
official capacity as Speaker of the New York State Assembly, THE NEW YORK
STATE ASSEMBLY, JONATHAN LIPPMAN, in his official capacity as Chief Judge of
the State of New York, the UNIFIED COURT SYSTEM, and THE STATE OF NEW
YORK.

THIS IS TO GIVE YOU NOTICE that if you intend to oppose the stay at tomorrow’s hearing before
the judge, you will be expected to produce your findings of fact and conclusions of law with respect to
CJA’s October 27, 2011 Opposition Report. As stated by our March 2" Jetter (at p- 2), your findings of
fact and conclusions of law should have made evident to you “the merit of our Opposition Report in
establishing, prima facie, constitutional and statutory violations, in addition to fraud perpetrated on the
People of the State”.

Later today we will e-mail you our draft order to show cause for a stay with TRO — so that you can
prepare accordingly. Early tomorrow we will send you the finalized order to show cause — as well as
the verified complaint, with a link to our website where it will all be posted.

Elena Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)
718-708-5303

From: Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA) [mailto:elena@judgewatch.org]

Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 3:14 PM

To: 'wendy.merton@exec.ny.gov'; 'katie.sherwin@exec.ny.gov'; 'skelos@nysenate.gov'; 'burman@nysenate.gov’;
'garvey@nysenate.gov'; 'searlesa@assembly.state.ny.us'; 'silver@assembly.state.ny.us';
'speaker@assembly.state.ny.us'; 'mmone@courts.state.ny.us'; 'jross@courts.state.ny.us'

Cc: 'eric.schneiderman@ag.ny.gov'; 'Joel.Graber@ag.ny.gov'; 'william.schaeffer@ag.ny.gov';
'stacy.aronowitz@ag.ny.gov'; 'Sampson@senate.state.ny.us'; 'spotts@senate.state.ny.us’;
‘taliaoren.senate@gmail.com’; 'budgetdirector@budget.ny.gov'; 'dob.sm.press@nysemail.state.ny.us’;
‘adryan@osc.state.ny.us'; 'investigations@osc.state.ny.us'; ‘eric.hornbeck@law360.com'

Subject: Your Findings of Fact & Conclusions of Law: Protecting the People of this State & the Public Purse from
Judicial Pay Raises that are Unconstitutional, Unlawful, & Fraudulent

TO: Governor Andrew Cuomo
ATT: Mylan Denerstein, Counsel
Temporary Senate President Dean Skelos
ATT: Diane Burman, Counsel to Majority Conference

3



Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver
ATT: William Collins, Counsel to Assembly Majority
ATT: James  Yates, Counsel to  Assembly

Speaker
Chief Judge Jonathan Lippman
ATT: Mary Mone, Counsel
ATT: IJill Ross, Chief of Staff
cc: Attorney General Eric Schneiderman
Assistant Attorney General Joel Graber/Special Litigation
Counsel

Public Integrity Bureau:
William Schaeffer, Bureau Chief
Stacy Aronowitz, Deputy Bureau Chief
Senate Minority Leader John Sampson
ATT: Tim Spotts, Counsel
Budget Director Robert Megna
Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli
ATT: Nancy Groenwegen, Counsel
Investigations Unit of the Legal Services Division
The Public & The Press

Following up my e-mail earlier today, transmitting CJA’s letter of today’s date as an
unsigned word document, here’s the signed letter, in pdf formt, with its exhibits A-D.

Because of the breakdown of my printer/fax, [ am unable to fax the letter. However, it is,
additionally, posted on CJA’s website, both on the “Latest News” webpage
http://www.judgewatch.org/web-pages/cja/latest-news.htm and the webpage containing
our October 27, 2011 Opposition Report. hitp://www.judgewatch.org/web-
pages/judicial-compensation/opposition-report.htm .

Apologies for any inconvenience.

Elena Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)
www.judgewatch.org




