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S u i t e  6 9 0  ,  ,
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . e .  2 0 0 3 7 - 3 2 0 2

ATT:  Wi l l i am J .  We l l e r ,  Depu ty  D i rec to r , . , . . , ,  . . ,  
' . ' . '  

. ,
RE r  Cohrn lss lon Meet lng

Fr iday -  Ju l y  23 ,  L993

bear  I ' l r .  Wei ler .  :  I

Af ter  severa l  messal tes ref t  for  you,  we recel -ved a car l  f romyour  o f f i ce  sqy inq  tha t ,  c l ue  to ,  t he  p ress  o f  bus iness ,  y9u  were
unab le  to  speaR w i th  us  pe rsona l l y  

-+

We, wish you and the menbers of  the Nat ional  Commiss ion to
unders tand  the -s ign i f i cance  p resen ted  by  the  ease  o f  Sassower  v .
F ierd,  deta l red ln  our  Jury 74,  1993 te l ter .  you aa. , r iGT:uE]-Ey
le t te r  da ted  Ju l y  2o ,  1 "993 ,  t i l a t  ou r  a fo resa id  l e t t e r  has  been
ci rcu lated to  the Commi.ss ion rnenbers.

The  Comml -ss l -on ' s  D ra f t  Repor t  s ta tes :

t r . . .absent  a  convLnc inq  denonst ra t lon ,  o f  the
r w€ t^lould not

r e c o m m e n d .  .  . a n  a l t e r n a t i v e .  . . r r .
,  emphasls  added)

( a t  p .  6 ,

sueh statenent  fo l lows the cornmiss ionersr  eonclus ion on
same page that !  r

the very

l r O u r

,  Ac t
ana lys i s  o f  expe r ience  under

and other formal nechanl_sms of
the  L980  , . , : ,

d i sc ip l i ne

The Draft  Report  ident l f les appelrate revlew as
formal discipl inary mechanism, o€rrer than the 19Bo
v)  .  As  ou t l ined  in  our  . r fu ly  14 ,  1993 le t te r ,
Sassower  v .  F ie ld  es tab l i shes ,  unequ ivoca l l y ,  tha t
process cannot be counted on to provide protect ion

the primary
Act (Chapter
t he  ease  o f

the appel la te
or  redress to

€e "b ''



the v ic t 'ms of  Judiera l  mr.seonduet- -even where the apper la terecord prov ides uneontrover ted documentary ev la"nce of  jud ic ia lm iseonduc t  t ha t  l s  n " t  Ln fy  une th l ca f , 'Uu t  c r i n ina l  i n  na tu re .
Your  Ju l y  2o ,  1993  l e t te r  recogn izes  tha t  we  had  exhaus ted  thea p p e l l a t e  p r o c e s s :  

- - r "

rf The reeord. . .  strolgly su.ggests that you havearduously tr led -to 
-aval-t l  

yourself of niavqnues -of appear short of ;  
- ; ; ;u.; i  ' ro, 

: , ,revrew of  your  compla lnt  by the 
.H; ; ; "  

o fRepresenta t ives .  .  . '  i u t  p  .  2 , -  emphas is  iaaea l
we are struel< by the faet that  you-:a.s Deputy Director of  anat ional  commrssfon that has been 

' r tuaylnq. 
dh" 

'ade-quacy 
of  the1980 Ac t - -d rd  no t  suggest  to  us  th ; t -o .u r  d rsc ip l rnary  compra in tlay  w i th in  the  purv te f  o r  tha t  ac t . - -  r ! "  fa i r - in i . r .n . "  i s  tha tyou do not regard the 1eB0 Act as a l i "g ip i i " ; ; ,  iechanism forus,  the innocent vrct ims or .v lc ious l r ; i ; i ; i - ; ; ; i i . t ion,  or  forthe  pub l ic ,  whose in te res t  r ;  i - j "d iJ i " ry  o f  in tegr i t y  has  beene q u a l l y  v l o l a t e d  r  v r  r r r L E Y r

r f  your v lew is shared by the nembers of  the commission, wew o u l d r e s p e c t f u l l y a s k t h a t t h e y i ; ; n t i t y - f u a s
the I 'convincing 'demonstrat ion "r ' t [ " - inaa"qua"y of  the j -9go Actr l( referred to at  page 6 of  the oiai l -n.port i ,  =t  t t ra i  appropr iatea l te rna te  leg ls l i t l ve  recommendat lons  

-6an 
t re  made,  in  accordancewi th  the  cor im lss lon i=-^ i "a" t . .  T ; -ass is t  the  members  o f  thecommissl-on, $r.9 request t t tS!  y; ;  letr ieve f ; " ;  the rrouseJudic lary commit tee t t r"  appelrat6 record--a furr  copy of  whichyou had recer-ved f rom ndward o t connerr and, 

-iEEoiJir",g 
to your, J u l y  2 o ,  1 9 9 3  l e t t e r ,  r e t u r n e d  t o  h l m .

Add i t lona l l y ,  
. l I  . y "u ld_3ppesr  f rom your  i ru ry  20 ,  1993 re t te r  tha tal though the Ninth . rudic iar  eommlt ie" i=_ cr l t ique of  the federarjud ic la l  sc reen ing  p to . " "=  I 'w i l l  us - inc ruaea ln  the  comniss ionrsrecordsrr ,  l t  has not been "rrcuiu[ .J to the ,n".b.r ,  of  thecommisslon. r f  that  rs th.  ; ; ; ; ; - -""-  draw your at tent ion,spec l f lea l l y '_ng!  gnry  to  t t re_  " * . - " lp t  f rom pages 83_5 o f  theD r a f t  R e p o r t  _ ( c i t e d  a t  p a g e s  5 - 6  o f  o u r - J u - r y ' r i ,  r _ 9 9 3  r e t t e r ) ,but  to the forrowing further statement made bf  t t re oiart  Report :

Nat l -onal  Comnlss ion Page Two J u l y  2 2 ,  1 9 9 3

191:: l  11" reeenr p.rosecurions of federal
ilg:=, *: ,::.1.119 'f;ier-"r ̂t""k;; 

:;;[i;
: l : : : j__-l , f  anywhere, ih" appointm"n. 

- ' j i l

J
e

e- B2-



I

I

Nat iona l  Commlss ion Page Three J u I y  2 2 ,  1 9 9 3

branch  and  the  Sena te . ' r  ( a t  p .  66 )  (enphas ls
added)

As doeumented by the Nlnth i rud lc la l  CommLtteeIs  cr i t ique,  sueh
inf  or lnat to t t  t tas,  lndeed,  been r r  Lgnored by both the execut ive
b ranch  and  t t re  Sena te r r .  I n  t ha t  respec t r  ds  we l l  as  o the rs  no t
l nc luded  l n  the  Dra f t  Repor t '  ou r  c r l t l que  p resen ts  the
Cornmlss l -on wl th  the k lnd of  ernpl r lc  research whlch Is  not  on ly
r rhelpfu l  to  know'r  ,  but  absoLute ly  essent ia l  '

None the less ,  no  one  f rom the  Commiss ion fs  s ta f f  has  as  ye t

communicated wi th  us e i ther  about  the cr i t ique or  about  the

add l t i ona l  l n fo rna t i on ,  subsequen t l y  ob ta lned ,  wh lch  ou r  Ju l y  14 ,

l -993  l e t te r  i c l en t i f i ec l  (a t  p .  7 )  as  I ' i nva luab le  to  you r

Commission prlor to rendfl l--oX--gdL-q Filral Reportrr '

In  v iew of  the eommiss ion meet lng scheduled for  tomorrow,  .w€
iespect fu l ly  ask that  each of  the Commlss ioners be prov ided wi th

a cbpy of  i t re  cr l t lque and the correspondence to senate Major i ty

ieaal i  Mi tchel l  re la t lng t t rereto.  on ly  in  that  way can the F inal

Report ref lect the extiaordinary dqgl4enlely evide-nce which you

noi l  h .0, "  in  hand,  but  have not  lncorporated for  evaluat ion by the

conmiss ioners

We unders tand  tha t  t he  Commlss lon  w l l l '  be  ho ld lng  a  pub l l c

meet ing on wednesday,  Ju ly  28th--but  that  no test imony wi l l  be

taken  a t  t ha t  t ime .

Because,  ds here inabove set  for th ,  the Draf t  Repor t  express ly

ident i f ies that  a  rconvinc lng demonstrat lon i l  o f  the J-nadequacy of

the  L980  Ac t  wou ld  be  c r i t t e i r  t o  l t s  recommendad lons  and  because

! , re  bel leve that  Sassower v .  FLeld serves such cata ly t ic  purpose '

we are prepared to  make the t r ip  to  Washington to  answer any

quest ion l  the Commiss ioners may have.  on that  case.  That  we can '

i n  aaa i t l - on ,  dLscuss  the  N tn th  Jud lc la l  Comml t tee Is .  c r i t i que - -
rno=.  shocking f ind lngs mandate dramat lc  recommendat ions in  the

f inaf  Repor t - - -must  b ;  seen as a unique oppor tunl ty  for  the

commiss io-n ln  i ts  t re leventh-hour  del iberaLl -onsrr '

We respect fu l ly  request  that  copies of  th is  le t ter  be d is t r ibuted

to Coirmission- rnenbers at tomorrow I s meeting and that same,

l i kew ise ,  be  made  pa r t  o f  t he  o f f i c i a l  reco rd  o f  t he  Commiss ion .

Very t ru ly yours,

DORIS IJ.  SASSOWER

ELBNA RUTTI SASSOWER

(ernphasls

A^s3
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Fund

ee:  Congresswoman Ni ta  Lowey
Edward  OrConne l l ,  Counse l

House Subcornrn i t tee on fn te l lectual
and  Jud ic ia l  Admln i s t ra t l on

Char les  S tephen  Ra ls ton ,  Esq .
NAACP Legal  Defense C nducat lonal


