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l -6  Lake  S t ree t ,  Ap t .  2C
W h i t e  P l a i n s ,  N . Y .  L 0 6 0 3
January  31 ,  L994

E d w a r d  I I .  O r C o n n e l l ,  J r .
Ass i s tan t  Counse l
Subcommit tee on In te l lectual  Proper ty

and  Jud ic ia l  Admin i s t ra t i on
2138  Rayburn  l l ouse  o f f i ce  Bu i l d ing
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  2 0 5 1 5 - 6 2 1 6

Re:  Judic ia l  Disc lp l ine and Renoval

D e a r  M r .  O f C o n n e I I :

Referenee is  made to your  le t ter  o f  January 4 |  l -994

You state that you were lnf ormed by rrCongressman Lowey I s of f  lcerr
tha t  we  had  reques ted  a  r r f o rma l  aeknow ledgmen t r r  o f  ou r
t ransrn i t ta l  to  the Subcomnl t tee on In te l lectual  Proper ty  and
Judic ia l  Admin ls t rat ion of  what  you refer  to  as r rcer ta in

in forrnat ion in  regard to  Dls t r lc t  Cour t  Judge Goet te l  and Ci rcu i t
Judge Jon O.  Newmanrr . To the extent that such statement is
correct ,  i t  dramat ica l ly  understates what  we have been request ing
throughout  these many months.

As  re f l ee ted  by  my  le t te r  t o  yo r l  da ted  Augus t  26 ,  1993 ,  w€  have
i d e n t i f i e d  w h a t  a p p e a r  t o  b e  s e r l - o u e  d l s c r e p a n e L e s  a n d
inaccurac ies ln  the nepor t  o f  the Nat ional  CommLsslon on Judic ia l
Disc ip l ine and Removal r  ds htghl lghted by your  candid cornment ,  to
me  on  Augus t  L2 ,  1993  tha t :

r fThere has never  been an lnvest lgat ion of  an
ind l v idua l  comp la in t  l n  t he  h l s to ry  o f  t he
House Judic iary  Commit tee.  r f

A l though f ive months have nol r  e lapsed sLnee you s igned the U.S.
Pos ta l  Se rv i ce fs  re tu rn - rece ip t  f o r  t he  Augus t  26 ,  l - 993  l e t te r
(copy enclosed) ,  v /e have recelved no response f rom you or  f rom
anyone e lse on behal f  o f  the l louse Judic iary  Commlt tee to  the
speei f ic  quest ions posed by that  le t ter  and no denia l  o f  the
c r i t i ca l  i naecu rac ies  we  have  i den t i f l ed  i n  t he  Na t iona l
C o m m i s s i o n ' s  R e p o r t .
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fn discussions wlth Congresswoman Lowey's off lce about such
inaccuracies, r  noted a further inaccuracy therein, to wit . ,  the
Commiss ionrs s tatement  that :

f r . , . the Conmit tee responds to  every compla int
wi th  a le t ter  acknowledging recelpt  o f  the
conpla int  and d i rect ing the conpla lnantrs
a t ten t i on  to  the  L9B0  Ac t . t t  ( a t  p .  35  o f  t he'F ina l  Repor t ,  emphasls  added)

f  po inted out  to  Jordan Frankl ,  the Congressvromanrs Legis la t ive
Assis tant  for  Judic ia l  Af fa l rs ,  that  vre had received-  no such
a c k n o w l e d g m e n t  f r o m  t h e  H o u s e  J u d i c l a r y  c o m m i t t e e - -
notwi thstanding our  June g |  1993 for rnal  compta int  o f  jud ic ia l
misconduct  $ras received by the commlt tee on June L2,  rggr- -as
ref lected by the date s tanped on a return-receipt  o f  the u.s .
Pos ta l  Se rv i ce  ( copy  enc losed ) .

Mr.  Frankl  assured me that  he wourd speak wl th  you about
responding to  my August  26,  l -993 le t ter ,  ds wel r  as about
a c k n o w l e d g i n g  o u r  J u n e  9 ,  1 9 9 3  c o m p l a i n t .  r t  $ r a s  n y
understanding that he had done so as to both matters on more than
one occasion.

Beratedly  and af ter  prodding,  you have non acknowredged our
compla int - -a l though you cur ious ly  do not  use the word r rcompla int r r
in  your  January 4,  L994 le t ter ,  re ferr lng lnstead to  t rdocumentst t ,
r r in format ionrr  and r rconcernsrr .  And you do not  d i rect  our
at tent ion to  the 1980 Act ,  whlch the Repor t  o f  the Nat ionar
Comrnission states is what you do when you acknowledge rrevery
compraint r r .  Do we in fer  f rom such omiss ion that  you do nol
bel ieve our  comp)-a int  to  be just ic iab le under  the Act? I f  t t ra t
is  the case,  what  avenue of  redress is  there l f ,  as you to ld  me
J,ast  August ,  the House Judic iary  Conmit tee does not  invest igate
ind iv idual  compla l -nts? 

r
Indeed, are vte to al-so infer fron the fact that your January 4th
Iet ter  does not  s tate what  the l louse Judic iary  Commit tee has been
doing these many months wi th  our  fu l ly -documented formal
compla int - -or  what  i t  is  in tending to  do wi th  i t - - that ,  just  as
my August  26th le t ter  surmised,  the l louse Judic iary  Commit tee
does  no th ing  w i th  comp la in t s  ra l s ing  se r ious  t rd i sc ip r i ne  Iand ]
impeachment  issuesrr  except  tabulate them for  pubr ica[ lon i ;  i t ;r rSummary  o f  Ac t i v i t i es t t?
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In keeping wl th  the Nat lonal  ComrnLssionrs recommendatLon that :

I t W i t h  a  f  e w  c h a n g e s ,  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t  s
responses to  Judlc la l  compla ints  could be
even more Lnforrnative. The acknowledgment
Iet ter  should te l l  conpla lnants that  the l -980
Act  does not  contemplate sanct lons for
judgest  dec is ions or  issues re la t ing to  the
m e r i t s  o f  I i t i g a t i o n .  ,  . r r  ( a t  p .  3 6  o f  t h e
F ina l  Repor t ) ,  I

$re request  e laborat ion of  your  January 4th le t ter r  ds wel l  as
your  long-awal ted response to ny August  26th le t ter ,  a  copy of
which is  enc losed for  your  convenlence.

Yours for  a  qual i ty  jud ic iary ,

Xeru<
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER

Enclosures:
(a )  U .S .  Pos ta l  Se rv i ce  re tu rn - rece ip t  f o r  8 /26 /93  l t r
(b )  U .S .  Pos ta l  Se rv l ce  re tu rn - rece ip t  f o r  6 /9 /93  l t r
( c )  8 / 2 6 / e 3  I t r

cc :  Jo rdan  F rank l ,  Leg is la t l ve  Ass l s tan t  f o r  Jud i c ia l  A f fa i r s
Of f ice of  Congresssroman Ni ta  Lowey

Franc i s  J .  Lo rson ,  Ch ie f  Depu ty  C le rk ,  U .S .  Supreme Cour t
Cynth ia Gray,  Dl rector

Cen te r  f o r  Jud i c ia l  Conduc t  o rgan iza t i ons
Amer ican Judicature Society

Char les Stephen Rals ton,  Esq.
NAACP Legal  Defense and Educat lonal  Fund
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