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2 1-3

CHAIRMAN SAMPSON: All- right, we ' re

gc t t ing ready t.o s tart .

Ruth Po1lack, Ms. Pollack, go right

ahead.

MS. POLLACK: Good afternoon,

SenaLor, and thank you very much. My name

is Ruth Poll-ack. Irm an attorney in the

east end of Long Island Riverhead, New

York. Practiced 26, going on 27 years.

I love my .career, and I have had a

wonderful career. Itve practiced in just

about every court that you can practice in.

Irve tried cases in Surrogate's Court and

took a verdict at 2 o'clock in the morning

and won. I have been in the state and

federal courts and agencies, and I'm a

former prosecutor for the Nassau DA about

26,2'7 years ago. There's not much I

haven't seen and done. And for the most

part I tove what r do, and I Look forward to

any new attorney or judge that f meet -

I'm here today, however, because of the

breakdown of the system and my brief

suggestions for what I think, ds a member of



the brothers and sisters in l_aw in the
trenches, w€ can do to fix it.

f got ovari-an cancer in .Jnne of 20 03 .

f went through the ful1 monty, and f
survived that. frm now considered cured.,
even though r still suffer from lymphodema
in both my legs. That means I carry 60
pounds of extra fluid in my legs every d_y,
so I 'm partially physically disabt-ed. And
of course, as a survivor, we don,t seek
sympathy, we j ust want understand j_ng and
some accommodation. I,m just happy to be
here and happy to be al_ive.

But f tried a case in EasLern District
federal court against the US government, and
many of my cases, despite my stature. r go
up against some big_league people. I go up
against the federal government, T rve gone up
against banking institutions, many school
districts and so forth. I have an asbestos
case involving a school_ district on Long
fsland right now. My cases are
conLroversial, and rrm not afraid to go
after anyone, incl_ud.ing an attorney, if the
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attorney is doing something that is

improper.

When I returned back into active duty,

so to speak, ds an attorney, the case that I

l"d against the f ederal- government was,

partly on account of my disabilj-ty,

dismissed in the middle of my direct

examination of I must have been through

about eight to 10 witnesses at that point -

And that was on June 5, 2007 .

That 1ed Eo a contemPt hearing, and I

was held in contempt of court, and I ' 11 move

on from there.

The very next day I walked j-nto an

ongoing Famity Court case in Manhattan

Family Court, the 'Jubb case, 'J-U-B-8,

representing a father and his infant son

or actually I represented the father on

behalf of him and his son. And I'd been

there many times before - I'd obj ected to

what I saw was tampering of witnesses by

Child Protective Services, tampering with

records, the general poorly run courtroom

and poorly run Proceedings -
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And at 9:30 in the mornirg, in Family

Court at 50 Lafayette, and at the beginning

of a hearing bef ore ,Iudge Susan Knipps, a

male court of f icer proceeded t.o come toward

me wj-thout provocation. He placed me in a

forward in a front headlock before I was

able t.o sit down. And the ten or so court

of f icers that were already 'in the. courtreom

when I walked in, of that group, about five

of them came around me from behind and put

me j-n a full bodylock, lifted me from tkre

fIoor, dragged me out, crashed me against

the walI, and then threw me out into the

court 1obby, physically, bodily.

Everyone I have lay witnesses and I

have my client and other witnesses to this

oecurrence. Everyone in t.ha courtroom, the

judge and everyone, denied that it happened

I had done nothing. The judge said, "C1ear

the courtroom now, r' when I had simply said

to the court officer: I'I have two

witnesses, they're not t.estif ying. "

that's all I said.

As a result, I suffered tremendous

And



2L7

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

L2

13

L4

15

t_6

l7

18

L9

20

27

22

23

24

posttraumatic stress syndrome. I never

walked into a courtroom again feeling the

same safety and security that I had for 26

)'ears.

I filed a case against the State of

New York which is pending with the Attorney

' General's office. I had hoped and I am

hoping that the Attorney General will

investigate this.

But then it continued. Because

thereafter, on September 28th of 2007, when

I went back t.o that court to t.he financial

judicial hearing officer for the monetary

portion of the case, the record was shut, off

by theJHO and the court officers slammed my

desk against the waII and told me to get up,

and my client, and get out. And they

surrounded us, but they didn't touch us. f

took the badge numbers as weII. So it was

more internal terrorism, so to speak.

I have never before been attacked by

anyone in my lifetlme. So this was, again,

more of a messagre of some sort; f 'm noL sure

what .
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Since that time, I've been menaced by

court officers on behalf of two judges in

d.istrict court in Hempstead in a criminal

case, because I do a lot of criminal defense

work, and that has caused me great

consternation. I've had witnesses to that

occurrence as well I have witnesses.

I'm here because while I could go on

and on about mY long career and mY

curriculum vitae is up there for you and for

the panel the system is breaking down.

We need to fix it. It's worthy of that.

You know, ilY father was a top gun in the

Second World War, and I still have him

today. And it's because of him and our

foremothers and forefathers that werre here

today able to speak out about how we feel

about this country and our state.

And I'm here to be Part of the

solution, not part of the problem' And I

wilt do everything that I can to be part of

the solution, which is a huge, hugTe in

need of huge he1P.

I personallY am now I've been
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suspended for two years. It started out

with a 45-day suspension with a threat of

six months' incarceration. And I served my

45 days of suspension in the Eastern

District of New York because I disagreed

with a judge and because I missed a day of

court due to my 1egs. I went to two f ederal-

courthouses in the Eastern Di strict, n€ j-ther

of which are ADA-compl-iant. I have

complained about it. i not.hing's been done .

So that my disabled.clients who are also

whistleblowers and I have difficulty

parking to get to those courthouses.

I'm moving rather rapidly because I

just want to hit on certain points that I

think people should know.

Since that time, f have had since

the federal suspension which I served, I was

advised rather cryptically that they thought

that I had violated my 45-day suspension by

using my former 1aw partner to cover my

cases for m€, one case for me. And so Lhey

just sent me a letter saying, You haven't

responded in 20 days, so we're going to
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suspend you for two years

CHAIRMAN SAMPSON:

MS. POLLACK: OnIy

now .

Who is this?

in Eastern

District . That was 'Judge Cogan. They claim

that there is an Eastern District of New

York grievance committee, but I have never

seen any such thing.

CHAIRMAN SAMPSON: So you were

in the Easternsuspended from practicing

District ?

MS. POLLACK: OnlY. For two more

years. That's where almost al-1 of my. cases

are. one of my clients is here in the

audience todaY, Mr. Kevin ChesneY.

Again, that was to Put me out of

business. That was to get rid of me. My

own appointed attorney told me to give up

all my cases in the Eastern District, submj-t

to ur j-ne tests or else I would go to j ai I .

And that would be the best thing, You know,

sh.e could do. She accused me of being

mentally i11, something I am clearly not.

So I was essentially put in a position

where they were going to have me suspended
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to get me out of the Eastern District come

heI1 or high water. And that's where I am

today , fighting a1t the way to come back.

And that is a fight' for another day.

But the point is that now the Eastern

District has sent paperwork behind the

scenes, without my knowing what it is, to

the l-0th .TudiciaI District wkrere I reside,

and Rita Ad1er, who is the chief counsel

there, has bombarded me with letter after

letter after letter after letter, day after

day after day, relating to that case in

which I was held in contempt in 2007, saying

t,hat she thinks I'm a criminal and I shoul-d

be treaEed as a criminal- and I shouldn't be

allowed to practice and we should do

somet.hing about this. woman

CHAIRMAN SAMPSON: I mean, when You

say she didn't write you a l-etter to that

extent.

MS . POLI,ACK: She wroLe a fetter to

Mr. Pel-zer to that effect-

CHAIRMAN SAMPSON: Not calling You a

c riminal
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MS . POLLACK : I' What she did was

criminalrr essentially is what she says in

her letter. And that..'s part of my packet.

Basically saying, yeah, her actions are

c.riminal, they're you know, quite strong,

actually citing to sections of the Penal

Law. And as a crimlnal def ense at.torney and

former prosecutor, I'm very well acquainted

with the Penal Law.

So part of her approach, if we may look

at how rules are to be f ol- lowed, is she

pretended, Ers did a member of the 10 th, that

she couldnlt reach me- or serve me.

So an investigator came to my home,

left a busj-ness card in my door which

could have floated off into the atmosphere.

My 85-year-old father saw that, saw orders

slipped under the door.

And one day when r walked into my

of f j-ce in 2008, I was met with an order that

was taped to my door with red masking t.ape

I'm holding it up now which I took a

picture of and blew up so that you could see

the door of my office. Everybody in. my
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office building saw this, ffiy suite with this

red masking tape I don't know where you

get it taped to my door.

So again, these terror tactj-cs or

whatever you want to call them have been

used to intimidate me and to make me go

away. I may just be a country girl from the

east end, buE I do not go away. I have

always fought for the underd.og my whole

life. Irve seen injustices since I was'a

kid. And I do discriminate; I represent

everybod.y. I don't care who or what t.he

person is about, I represent them all.

Mr. Ke1ly, in Rockland, is mY newest

cl-ient.

Irm an outsider. I'm a new kid on the

bl-ock. I've seen what he .has described. rt

is a fact. I have never had any problems in

my life of any kind, ctiminal or otherwise,

other than one incident with the grievance

committee b'ack 1n the l-ate '90s involving a

mairimonial which was clearly a political

way of getting a case, a very interesting

case involving the Manuses, Morton Manus, a
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matrimonial, away from me when it was going

rather well and given to another attorney.

And because I stood up for my retaining lien

and I was in the middle of a retaining lien

hearirg, I had charges brought up against

me. But my case was transferred to the

' 9th District that didn't know me at all. So

that was my first foray into the 9th.

CHAIRMAN SAMPSON: So if You want to

sum it up, Ms. Pollack.

MS. POLLACK: Yeah. MY summary is

that the.solution t.o these many things that

you've heard today, without my repeating the

many t'hings that werve heard as a group

here, is that we need transparency, and the

transparency must look Iike this.

We need transparency in terms of judges

and all public officials that serve in our

system and on these committees should

disclose what insurance companies insure

them, what financial institutj-ons they have

their pensions or finances in through the

system, what banks are involved, what

disability insurance companies are involved
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because when I've sued these various

types of compan j-es, I 've never known i f

there was a conflict of interesL between

those people that I was working in front of

as judges or against as litigants, if there

was a conflict. of interest.

So I highly, highly support f u1l-

disclosure of any and al-I of those types of

things on t.he docket , inc luding al l

committee members on alL of the committees

werve discussed today. Who they are, where

they're from, all of their affiliations,

what their trainings are. I can't find any

of it, and Irve looked aII over the place.

Who are the people on the committee, where

d j-d they come f rom, €t cetera .

And I don't think I need to go ofl, I

think it's a point that 's been taken.

CHAIRMAN SAMPSON: Thank You very

much.

MS. POLLACK: And I j ust. wanted to

thank you sincerely for Your time.

CHAIRMAN SAMPSON: Thank You very

much, Ms . Pol l-ack . Thank you very much -


