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NEW YORK STATE BAR ASSOCIATION
Profestlonnl Bthies Cosamitted Opinlon

LAl

Opinicen #11 - h/23/65 (11-64)) Topie: Endorsement of Judivial candidatesd

Digest! Lawyérs may endorse Judicial
candidates, and suéh candidateés
may anhounce thé Support of cer-
tain attorneys so long As there
is no appearance of inpropriety.

canons: Former Canons 2, 3,
Judicial Canons 30, 32

QUESTION

You inquire as to the propriety of

1. 1lawyers endorsing judieial candidates;

2., a judicial esndidate announsding that he has thé support of
a number of former presidents of bar hssooiations or of & specified
number of attorneys; and

3. a judicial candidaté soliolting a lawyer for hisg support and
endorsement.

OPINION

1. It would normally be proper for lawysrs to endorse Judiolal ¢
candidates. Members of thé bar béar A spacisl rasponsivility for thé s
selection of qualified oc&ndidatés for judiocial offiees It is "thé b
duty of the Bar to entdeavor to prevent political considérations from
outweighing Jjudicial fitnese in thé selections of Judgéd: It should
protest earnastly and sctively Against the appointment and élection
of thogse who are unsuitable for the Banch . . " (canon 2 of the
Canons of Frofessional Ethies of thde Amerisan Bar Association.)

. M

P

Opinion 189 of the Committee on Professional Ethloes 6f thé
American Bar Association, with whieh this Committee conéurs, oon-
eluded thati

"Lawyers are better able than laymen to appraise
accurately the qualificatione of ¢andidates for judieial
offica, 1t is proper that they should make that appraisal
knoun to the voters in a proper and dignified mannér,
lawyer may with propriety endorse a candidate for judioial
offioe and seek like endorsement from other lavwyers,"
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The Oommittes would also point out, however, that an attornay

has the obligation to .refrain from dorning a judicisl aandidate

where it would appear that such eéndorsément is a "devise op attompt

to gain from a Judge special personal consideration or favor,"

(0anon 3 of the Canoh# of Professiondl Ethics.) Thus, the ehdorse-

ment of a judge for reéelection Would b impropar where thé adttorney

has a matter pending befords the Judgé or has & matter Whieh hes A '
clear present probability of being subtmittead to the iudge in the

immediate foresseabls future (See Oanon 33, Cenons of Judieial Ethica),

2. The Committee seas nothing improper in a Judioial candidate
announcing that he has the support of a 8pAdified numbar of former
presidents of bar assooclations or Attorneys,

3. A Judicial oandidate, whether a sittin Judge standing for
reelaction to his prement position or for #lection t6 Another
Judicial post, or a lawyer campaigning for but not présantiy holding
Judicial office, may not properly solicit an attorneyts &ndorséemant
of his cendidacy or solieit othars to do 80 on his hehAif, A8 A
eitting judge, such solicitation would be imprdper "as conduet which

might tend to arouse reasonable pusploion that he is u!ing the povar
or prestige of his judiedal position to promote his eendi Aoy wean
(See Canon 30 of the Cdnons of Judiecial Ethies), Nor should ond

Who seeks to become a judge stand in any different position (8eo
A.B.A., Opinion 226), Each nhould obsarve the same resatraint and

for the seme reassons. Moreover, it would be unfair ind impraotical

to place a sitting Judge under a disability in thia redpeot and to

free a practicing lawyer for the waging of A more effeotive ocampaign
in this regard,

Nothing in this opinton 18 meant to encumber the funotions oy

activities of duly organized loea) bar sasSociations Wwith yrdaspact to
the selaction and endorsement of Judiocial offioers,
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i ‘oare 18 MAILING ADDRESS AMOUNT | AMOUNTS
msceweo g 5 FULL NAME ! MOUNT
187 Havilands Lani L :
; WFa anklin | whbite Plaina, NY 10605 _ 00.00]|-
7112139 1 ﬁa{ Egg L. 595 Madison Avenue
?/12/89 Lifflander, Esq. New York, NY 10022 100,00
1 , 25 pPlatt Place
'}%’/21/89 Rosalind Riegelman |White Plaing, NY 10605 | 100.00{
¢~ | | |rRobert s. . 21 E. A0th Street:
7/13/89| | _|starr, Esqg. New York. NY_ _ ____ |- lo00.00|
T 319 Woodmere Blvd.
7/13/89| | |Eugene Stern Yoodmere, NY_ 11598 | 100.00
) T 925 Westcheater Ave.
:1/13/89]| | _|Lowell M, Schulman_|White Plainsg, NY 10604 | 500.00
‘ 4 Cromwell Place
7/14/89 Myron Marcus, Esq. |White Plains, NY 10601 100,00
|7 | |richard p. 339 No. Maln Street
,7/17/89 ] Neimark' Esg- New City’ NY 10956 AOOOQOO
T Bennett, Kielson 317 North Ave.
7/17/89] | Xland Co. New _Rochelle, NY 10801 | 25a.00} |
T 344 S. Linden Dr.
7/17/89| | _|paula Walzer Beyenlg _Hills, cA | _1o00.00}
- Kenneth D. 9th St.
7/17/89 __|Kemper, Esq. New York, NY 10128 - 100.00]__
' o 110 E. 59th St.
1/17/89 ] | [|Robert S, Cohen New _York, NY 10022 ____ p,000.00§_ __
- Gubman S{tomer Gold}230 Park Ave.
7/18/89| | X|stein & Edlitz, PC |New York, NY 10169 200,00
r_— ] K {10 Antony Road
:1/19/89 | | |bean G. Braslow White Plains, NY 10605 | 100.00) .
i - Alan D. 3 Barker Ave,
l]/19/89 . Scheinkman, Esq. Whiti Plains, NY 10601} _500.00| ___
' Box 428
1/20/89 | | |[Dennis Mehiel , Pleasantville, NY 10570_1 _s500.00]
. 1} Mart} i Av
1/20/89 Bender & Bodner White Plains, i 10505 _500.00_ .
' 1T 508 Joel €. Bender
50% Peter O. Bodnerj| _
A R P.O. Box600550 3
17/20/89 | | x|Young, Stern_ & _¢ North Mjami, FL 33360 | 100,00}
1_"~'”“_' Tannenbaum, P.A.
‘i . }Eiﬁ,Ziieﬂiﬁi
1 TorAL {5,450 |l
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SUMMARY (7o be completed on last page of schadule 2A)
Tolal unitemized contributions this perlod

¥ Total temlzed contributions this parlod — all pages

Tolaf contribulions recelvad this parlod
DO NOYT COMPLETE UNLESS THIS 1S LAST CONTRINUTION PAGE
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