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Elena Ruth Sassower, CoordLnator
FROM:

Dear M s .  D o l g o f f :

As discussed, encrosed is page_9 of  people for  the Amerlcan !{ayrsnewly-rereased report rAsslurt on i iuertyrr, 
-- 

,ni"n nentionssenator Movnihan. Also encrosed 
- i ; -  

inJ ; ; ; "  wrth thecorresponding footnote.

Based upon our. fulry documented. crit l_que, there can be no doubtbut that senator .ubynihan must withdraw the approvar of Mr.orRourkefs nominat ionl-represented by the rbrue =i l ! i , .
The peopre of this state are entltted to at reast one senatorchampioning the cause of 1 q";ri ly i"Ji"r"rv", r*hlch onryr lgorous pre-nominat ion screening-wi l r  Lnsure.

rn view of the opposition to the carnes nonl-natl-on, the issuesprsented by our crit ique offer an "i l i .o.oi;;;;-"pp"rtunity forSenator Moynihan to demonstrate leadership.

Do you think we should expect less?
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'"'' and Reqponsibilities' I-acovara wrote a bitter opinion piece that appearcd n The New yorkTimts, in which he observed that in the past, 
-'

political affiliation has provided a source of recognition, not a linnus test forphilosophical orthodoxy. over time, this pattern has created a Federal judiciaryrich.in diversity and perspe.tin.. i-o.fuy the message is quite different:ideology is rhe ld..ry qualification, *d it is a candidate,s demonshatedorthodoxy that brings his name before the hesident and uliimarely beforc thesenate' unique in our nation's hisrory, the current Justice Department hasbeen processing any judiciat candidate ihrough a series of officials whoseprimary dury is ro assess the candidare's ideJrogicar puriryL;'

william Hellerstein's 1984-candidacy was derailed by no less than Roy cohn, formercounsel to sen' Joseph Mccanhy. (R-wI). iruiecting to a passing criticism in an article oncourt congestion about the courts' willingness io imprison titirrn", convictea of minor drugpossession offenses, cohn called Hellerst-ein "ultraliLral." 
rne itmination was withdra*r, )prompting New York senator Daniel Patrick trloynitran (D-NiJ io'ri""t the white HJ:J' l*screcning prcrcess as an example of "comtption."ir---' \v .. ' ' rv drr'rL^ ulc wnlte tlol 

)

Bush in the Reagan MoId

Reagan did better in judicial-personnel selection than in any other area
ff.'i"1f;"ernment.... 

It's juit going to r.t r rnoiter eighr y..rriil ."r"plJr'

ffg'J.H:J' E#u 
nd a ti on,,

- wirh respecl to judicial selection, the Bush preside-ncy has been largely a nerun of hispredecessor's' As in 1980 and 1984, standard-bearer Bush ran in lggg on'a ptatformpromising judges opposed to Roe v. wadg...Hi;;;o;;" rheroric ""tJ Ronard Reagan,s;he promised to appoinr iuoge;*h;;ould "int.rpr.t 
rii'law, nor legislare from the bench.,,r6

once elected' Bush officials made clear that the new president woutd foilow in thefootsteps of his predecessor. Bush "wit .ontinu.io-rppoin, judges in the Reaganmanner"'r7 declared whire House counsel c. Boyden-b'iry just four days afrer rhePresidcnt's inauguration' Indeed, in some areas,_most panlcutarly wiit" H"use involvementin the process, the Bush moder appears to have fine-tuned the Reagan approach.

Gray took charge of judge-picking from inside thelilhire House, and among his firstofficial actions was the hiring oi k. Liberman ,o rrriri'r,ir ii ,iJi'g-t.ii'ou., the process.Liberman' a Federalist socieiy co-founder (cray, ,*-ii'r membcr) promptry began to inserrherself in the Justice Departnenr's setection procesrin , *ry even no Reagan white House
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