
October  6,  1-992

President  J .  Mlehael  MeWi l l iams
Amer i can  Bar  Assoc ia t i on
75O North Lake Shore Dr ive
C h i c a g o ,  I l l i n o i s  6 O 6 1 1

RE: Our Cr i t ique of  the Nominat ion ofAndrew orRourke to the pi=l i ic l

Dear  Pres ident  McWl l l ians :

This let ter  
. fo l rows up our september 

11, .  rgg2 ret ter  to yourerat ive to lhS cr i t ique we submtt ted to '  the- lenate Jurt lc lary
:; l l :::ff-;;"*! oJf. 

ctnprarn"d-";;; not ueln!-"approprratery

we speci f icar ly requested. that  lou obtaln a dupl leate of  ourc r i t ique  f rom wi r r i im w i r r i s ,  c r t . i r . " r i  o t  the  s ta ia ing  commi t teeon Federal  Judic iary-- in the " . r"r i  
-  

that  tne 
-- i l ree 

of  yourpredecessor,  Talbot D-rAremberte,  dre ' i rot  contain "  l lopy.
t ' Je  have now rece ived Mr .  * l t l i s . r . response 

!o  "  separa te  re t te r  o f
i l:":":;":i: i" ' l i::.I:.::;t to hirn. ' inat 

re*er-lsrea ur. wiiris

Box 7O, Gedney Stat ion
Wh i te  p la ins ,  New to rk  10605-0070

T e l e :  ( e 1 4 )  s 9 7 - B L o S  /  F a x :  ( 9 1 4 )  6 s 4 _ 6 s 5 4

(1) whether the members of  the standrng eonmrttee onFedera l  i lud ic ia ry  had rev ,  ewea l t re  c r i t ique  wesubmit ted to the senate 
_.rud- ictary i lnmit tee on thenominat ion of  Andrew b-tRourke to '  "  

-  
a i=t . i " t  courtj  udgesh ip ;

(2 ' � )  whether 
- t l t "  st_anding commrttee pranned to retracti ts endorsement of  ur .  o inourke based-tn"r"orr i  and

(3) whether !h" ABA rras taking steps to address thedef ic iencies in i ts iuai- iar  screening procedures whichour cr i t ique document.ed.

5< 
"C f,



President Mct{l l l iams

,,

M r .  W i l l i s t  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 ,
recipient--states in pert inent

t992. response-- l ls t lng
p a r t :
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you as a

-  -  .  
t rAs you know, we are not  f ree to  d iscusspubr icry act ions hre are taklnq -rr th i i lp"" tto  spec i f i c  jud ic ia l  canataa te j .  

- - - r
I  again assure you that the mater ia l  yousent to Mr.  D,Alemb6rte , i in youi  GtC;,  ofMay 19, 1992 vras received and has beenc a r e f  u l l y  s t u d L e d .  r  r ' q e

such statement  has necessi ta ted our  lnstant  communLcat l -on s l_nceMr '  wi t l is  does not  nake c lear  wnei t r " i  our  cr l t ique vras rev iewedbv the members of  the s tandlng. ; ; i l i ; i " "  on Fedefat  i rud ic iary  oronrv bv hrn.  wr thout  tn tendln;  ; ' ; ; "speet  to  Mr.  w ' ' t ls ,  webet ieve he is rn a "ott t t ict  6e 
-r i i "r--=t 

posJ-tron. As thestanding comnittee r s f orrner member for !h" s."Lr.,a: circuit, Mr.wi l l is  was responsib le  r l r  tne agn- tnvest lgat lon of  Mr .  orRourke--fol lowins which ,a substantf " i  ; ; i ; i iar, ,  i r  
- [n. 

dornmlttee rated
UI;"f" i" i*1.'quariried'f ror a aiirri"t court Judeeshlp rn the

s  ince  1 t  q r?s  the  comnr t tee- -o r  a t  reas t  f f  a  subs tan t la lnajor i tyr ' - -which was responsirre f ;  put t t .ng the iga imprimaturon the o 'Rourke nomlnatJ-6n, l t  ie 
- t ] . , i  teo.mrt tee-m".u"""  

who mustreview the serious--ir not- r.,pi*"d"-r.,t"a--evtaenle presented byour crit lque and evaruate ttr" 
-i"""l-Jii i  

or corrective action
we, therefore,  respectfur ly-  request that  you eonfrrn for  uswhether each nemb6r or tne btunarng coirnt t tee on Federal' tudic iary vras provlded r t tn q.  :* ,  o?- '_tn".  crr t ique and was madeaware of our correspondence wlth [it" nga since ui-v 1n , Lgg2_lrrhenL/e f i rst  brought th is r" t t . r  to the " t t ;n; i ; i -o i ' io i rn",  presidentD I  A lember te .

At though hte underetand the ABl . t i  pos l t lo^n 
_on 

,confLdent ia l l_ tvr f - -which hras dr-scussed in  oui .  cr t t id" : ;  berreve .L" t  rn  the i rvemonths since the ABA has 
-_had 

""i- ".r l lq,r l-,--thiJ*' i iu. been morethan ample t i rne for "onira.nt lar-,"" i lor ard del iberatron. suehreview should have -nr"uqfi forth "or" pubrtc ;;;;;;;ement by nob,3 ;" " Jlrl: u, 
t 
i. . i,,, i.r. i?: 

.5 
*."J,;i i il .,1" a . a u nE 

- - 
ii . p p . o p i i a r e
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rn the event you do not share our vlew that the ABA has an on-
going obl igat lon to  the publ lc  to  ret ract  a  rat lng wtren
documentary ev idence of  a  nomlneefs f raudulent  conduct  ls
presented to  l t ,  we wish a wr l t ten s tatement  to  that  e f fect .

Yours  fo r  a  qua l i t y  Jud lc la ry ,

CbrA €aKNa-srs61y\f
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER
Coordlnator ,  Ninth Judic ia l  Cornml t tee

cc :  W i l l i am E .  W i l l i s ,  Cha i rman
Standing Cornmi t tee on Federa l  Judic lary

I rene  R .  Emse l l en ,  S ta f f  L la l son
Ta lbo t  D fA lember te ,  Board  o f  Governo rs  L ia l son
chai rman Joseph Biden,  senate Judlc iary  comrni t tee


