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Bar Group

By NEIL A. LEWIS

Speciulio The New York Pimes

WASHINGTON, .Jype 3 — The Jus-
tice Department has told the City.Bar
Association in New York that it should
get out of the business of evaluating
who becomes.a Federal judge in New
‘York, something it has.done since at
least 1920. T e,
" Underlying the dispute is a long €f-
‘HHort by President Bush™and President
Reagan before him to push the Federal

‘New—York-association-ha

Tive'lacatbar groups in the nation, has
long taken a formal interest in evaluat-
ing prospective judges. - .

“In “evalnating ‘Federal” 'jhdéeé,"ihé

been slightly more liberal than the na-
lional assoclation. ‘

Mr. Harper said that in a meeilng
last yearwith-Justice'Departmentoffi
cials, his_group was asked ta submit |

TcourlsTin a more conservative direc;
ton, an effort occasionally hampered
by outside groups passing on candi-
dates’ qualifications. .

The department said it is telling pro-
spective Federal judges 1o cooperate
only with the ‘American Bar Associa-
tion, which two years ago agreed to
change the standards by which it
evaluates fjudicial nominees under
pressure from the Administration.

have been told to avoid submitting to
evaluation by the New York group, offi-
cials have acknowledged. Fifteen Fed-
eral judgeships are vacant in New
York now.

. ‘Policy Seeking to Intimidate’

The American Bar Assoclation was
heavily criticized by conservatives a
few years ago for its negative reviews
of some candidaltes, and Attorney Gen-
eral Dick Thornburgh threatened to gx-
clude the association from the process.
" But assoclatlon offi¢ials agreed tore-
vamp thelr evaluation procedures and
standards and have been allowed to re-
{lainaroleintheprocess, =

Conrad K. Harper, the president of
the New York association, said that the
Justice: Department under Mr. Thorn-
burgh has **adopted a policy seeking to
intimidate candidates who wish to par-
ticipate in evaluations by local bar as:
sociations.”” Mr. Harper said that can-
didates.have been told their nomina.
tions would not he put forward if they
agreed (o an evaluation by the New
York group. - :

He cited a letter *from Murray G.
Dickman, who oversees judicial nomi-
nations for Mr. Thornburgh, warning
the New York group that the national
assoclation *has sole responsibility for
evaluating Federal judicial candi-
dates.”” Mr. Dickman told the New
York assoclation: ‘Your interference
in the constitutional process of select-
ing and appointing Federal judges
must end.”

Slightly More Liberal

Mr. Dickman today acknowledged
having told candidates to avold cooper-
ating with the New York association.
He said that the department has an
agreement with the national associa-
tion and does not want (o complicate
matters by having local bar groups
provide additional formal evaluations
of the Administration’s choices. N

He said that many bar groups longto
have a say on who gets 1o be a Federal
Judge and that it wbuld be wrong to
make an exception for the Assoclation

tion's ovér the last 15years.

data comparing its judgments on
nominieeg, y2i*-. the national associa-
l id the-
two associations offered similar judg,
ments except on some recent nomineeg|
who declined to submit to evaluation by
the' New York group.

Told to'Stop Rating ] udges

| New York group, among the most ac-

Staff n;em‘beﬁ Em the Senate Judici-

ary Committee and others have said
that- the national association has“be- .
| come more amenable to the Adminis-
wration's chdices since’ being threat-
-ened with being removed from the pro-_
cess. Sheldon Goldman, a political sci-
ence professor- at the ‘University aof
Massaehuseus—a»lx; has- studied judi-
cial nomination patterns, offered a

'statistical “ analysis in the magazine

ational_as-._
sociation's “evaluations have been
higher' for President Bush's choices
than for-any of his recent predecessors.
Ralgh~1._Lancaster, who heads the
national ass ion's evaluation com-

"Mittee, has denied being intimidated by
-1 the Administra(lon.

Candidates for the Federal bench |-

of the Bar of the City of New York. The
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