
l t o

t i g a t i o n  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  c o l a v i t a  h a s  w o r k e d  h i m s e l f  i n t o  t h e
p r o c e s s e s  o f  b o t h  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a n d  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h e s  o f
t h e  e o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  a n  e x t e n t  t h a t  m a k e s  h i m  a  d e  f a c t o
o f f i c i a l  o f  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t .

c o m m i s s i o n  i n q u i r i e s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  t h , o  a n d  a  h a l f
y e a r s  h a v e  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e

s t a t e  a r e  o f t e n  d o m i n a t e d  b y  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  w h o  a r e  n o t

e l e c t e d  b y  o r  a e c o u n t a b l e  t o  t h e  v o t e r s .  I n  w e s t e h e s t e r

c o u n t y ,  t h e  c o m r n i s s i o n  f o u n d  a  g r a p h i c  i l r u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h i s

r e a l i t y .  I n  m a k i n g  r e e o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  t a k e s

i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  i n h e r e n t  s y m b i o t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n

l e a d e r s  o f  g o v e r n n e n t  a n d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  f r o m  w h i c h

t h e y  e m e r g e ,  b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  s e e k s  t o  e r i m i n a t e  p r a e -

t i c e s  w h i c h  n e e d l e s s l y  f o s t e r  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  t h a t  a c c e s s  t o

g o v e r n m e n t  n a y  b e  o b t a i n e d  b y  m a k i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  p a r -

t i c u l a r  p a r t i e s .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  r e f o r m s  s o u g h t  a r e  a i m e d  a t

d r a w i n g  c l e a r e r  l i n e s  o f  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l

a n d  g o v e r n m e n t a l  s t r u c t u r e s  w h e r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  p o s s i b l e ,

a n d ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  d i v i s i o n s  a r e  n o t  f e a s i b l e ,  m a k i n g

p a r t y  l e a d e r s  m o r e  a e c o u n t a b l e  u n d e r  t h e  l a ' r  f o r  t h e  i n f l u -

e n c e  t h e y  e x e r c i s e .

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  r e v e l a t i o n s  m a d e

s i o n ' s  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  i n  N o v e f n b e r ,  1 9 g 9 ,

A n d r e w  O ' R o u r k e  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  w i l l

a t  t h e  C o m m i s -

C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e

p r o p o s e  s e v e r a l



Ex-counW clerk tells
Tony Col-avita stories
at integrity hearing
- .  l t  wr! - i  smrl tn8,-ut tcr ly  dcl ighted George
ifotrtrrtfro rslH out oltie UuttCtnp ft i
l l r r t ine Ave.  in l lh i te p ls ins late yest j rdey
mornin[ ,  Wrs the beeming former 'Republ i i rn
county c lerk eqioyinX himsel fas much ns he
eppeared lo be?

"Yee." l{omor:rid, finnlng. 
..}res, I em.-

- George Morros. you se€. flnally got to tell his
b€st stories aboul Tony Colavit!.

. And they were wonderful storles yesterdsy,
colorful stories lhet bespoke e petty power
broker. a Republican tap on public-niLoney.

. when Colaviir _ the self_
styled "little ltelien lewyer ftom Eastchester',
-put a price on his party's nomlnetlon.

Morrow told the commission how Colavlte
once called him over to Republican
Headquerters at 214 Mamdroneck Ave. in White
Plains. Testiging under oath, Morrow reealled
how-the chairman said the party'! nomination
would be his. but llrst they had .,loose ends to tie
up."

-- The nomlnatlon, in other words, would cost
{9..9* mmethlng. Flrst, eccordlnj to Morrow,
Colevlt! seld tlle eounty elerk .'and-my deputles"
weren't contributlng enough money td the
Republlean Perty. Buy more dinnei tiekets,
Col-avltr seid, write more ehecks, fork over more
cash. It -wer r rheledown. a holdup, jobr bought
and sold.

politicel extortlon - stories
that to8ether spoke volumes
rbout Colavita. the eounty
Republ iean chairman. and
the Republicen Perty;s way
ofdoing business in
Westehester County. Morrow
was witness No. I in Day No.
I of hearings by the state
Commission on Government
lnteBrity.

He mentioned. for
inslance. the time just
before the 1982 elections

Seeond, Morrow seid Colavite informed him
dhet, henceforth, his deputy clerks would be

approved by 21,[ MamaionLek Ave. No more
Independent hires. Colavlte would control all

appolntments. Did Morrow,
en elected public oflicial,
agree to this arrengement?

"With Tony,"  he to ld the
eommission. "there was no
aBre€ing or disagreelng."
Later. Morrow edded, "l
don't recall Mr. Colavita
ever making a request  -  he
gave orders.  He, in ef fect .
had the power to contro l
nominet ions.  "

C)fcourse Morrow, by
this t ime, was a vctcren of
Colavi ta s demands.  Morrow

et lc r  a l l ,  was  sahd led  w i th  E  R ichard  Keo lc r .
the  lonSt ime Repub l ican  func t ionar '  and thc
now'conv ic ted  fo rmer  d i rec to r  o f  I ' l ay land
Amusemeni  Park .

Goor6 lorror

Ar{lront Colrvftr
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lii ihi ctrly l08Os, Keeler worked In
Mortow'r ofllce. And, accordin3 to Morrow,
Kceler hrd to be promoled twlce rt the direct
order of Tony Colsvlte. Thore promotlon! come
desplte the fhct thst Keeler, accordln3 to
ifortow, war an unproductive, ollen rblent end
widely hated member of hls stalT. Morrow told
Colevlte thir.

"ll mernl nothinl to him," Morrow said of
Colavita, addinS: "lt wag demorallzinS to oihers
In the olllce. . . . lt lr!! obvlou3 he (Keel€r) owed
hir alleglence to 2la Mrmrronecl Ave."

Ah.2ll Memaronecl Ave. - the Republican
County Committee of Westchester!

"One time." Morrow remembered yesterday.
laughlnS, "Colavita complalned thrt I didn't
hang eround Rcpublican heedquarters enough."

llorrow - unllke, aey, Andrew O'Rourke or
Edwrrd Brady - wasn'l goin8 to be one ofTony
Colevlta's boyr. One of Colevlte's boyr s'ou[dn't
hevc done whet Morrow did when he saw Keeler
doing ro mueh Republlcen burlness on couniy
tlme. Morrow - in an lnsplrcd move - begen
eher3ing r day of vacatlon for every dey Keeler
rpent on prrty work. some ofwhieh Included
ehaulTeurlng Tony Colavitr'r cer.

Tony Colavite, eecordlng to llorrow. wes not
emuced.

"He reld Keeler rhouldn't be charged for the
tlme." llorrow rec-elled yerterdey. "We had some
sarlour rords ebout it."

Or how ebout the tlme Colavltr wanted
f,forrow to hlrc rom€ Conservetive Party
omcerE, slSht (rnd rerume!) unseen. Thc unlccn
Con3ervrtive Perty people. Morrow reid, sented
'Jobr of mraegemcnt rtrture."

Or hoa ebout the tlme Morrow hired en
cnlry-level olllce clcrl sithout consulting Tony
C,olrvlte. The chrinnrn objected leter, Morrow
eaid, not to the perlon, but the wry the p€Bon
was hlred. The new clerk. 0o Colevita'r shoch.
wes hired wlthout beln3 beholden to the
Republicrn Party.

"H€ (Colevite) vanted the perion to thlnk the
rppolntment ers eoming throuSh 2ll
fmrtonect Ave.." XotToo rrld, "not ny
olllce."

But llorrow, bven wlth Colevlte'r erl*nrlve'
cndorrement, lort the'82 electlon to Demoerrt
Andrew Sprno. llomow found hlmrelf rlthout e
lob end nine monthr rhort of20 yern ofrervlc.c
towerd hk Clvll Sewlce penrlon. So he recdled
yerterdey how he rpproechcd thcn-County
Erecutlvc-ln-welting Andrcs O'Rourka Morrow
arkcd ebout e lob.

. !t reemed thrt O'Rourlc, tm, knew ho* the
ryrtem worfed."Jobr rt thet stature," Morrow grld O'Routke
told hln, "hrv€ to be$eered through Tony."

Tony Brcwn's o.lumn tppctns Nondry,
WL4nadry tnd Frld.y.
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