
JosEp, R BroEN. Jn.  DEtAwAnE, c 
' . ron ?* rz

: .qYrlq M KENNEDY. MAssAcHrJsErTs
H O W N R D  M  M E I Z F N E A U M  O I I I O
D E N N I S  D T C O N C I N I ,  A R I Z O N A
PAI I I ICK J  L IA I IY ,  VERMONT
HOWELL HEFLIN,  ALABAMA
PAUt  SIMON,  ILL INOIS
HERBERT KOHL,  WISCONSIN

STROM THTTxMOND,  SOUTH CAROt . tNA
O N R I N  G  H A I C H ,  U I A H
AIAN (  S IMPSON,  WYOMING
C H A R L E S  E .  G R A S S t E Y .  I O W A
ARLEN SPECIER,  PENNSYLVANIA
HANK BROWN, COLORADO

RONAI,O A XLAIN CHIEF COUNSET
J E F F R E Y  J  P € C K  S T A F f  D I R E C T O N'Tl; 

: tlr".""t':?.T;l"nr r Y c rrt F couNs Et

lf,nited Statsg Senute
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDTCIARY
WASHINGTON,  DC 205  10_6275

A p r i l  2 0 ,  1 9 9 2

Ms .  E lena  Sassower
N in th  Jud ic ia l  Commi t tee
B o x  7 0 ,  G e d n e y  S t a t i o n
W h i t e  p l a i n s ,  N e w  y o r k  1 0 6 0 5 - 0 0 7 0

Dear i , Is . Sassower:

Th i s  l e t t e r  responds^ to  you r  reques t  f o r  ( r )  i n fo rma t ionabout  whether  the Asioc iat ion of  the 
"Bar  

of  the c i ty  o f  New york(c i t y  Ba r )  has  ra ted  Mr .  Andrew o ,Rourke ,  who  has  been  nomina tedto be a uni ted s tates Dis t r ic t  cour t  Juage for  the southernD is t r i c t  o f  New yo rk ;  and  ( z )  i n ro ima l i on  abou t  semina rsconduc ted  f  o r  new o r  p rospec t i ve  f  ede ra r  Ju r i s t " .  
- - . ' -

As we prev iousry d iscussed,  r  am unabre to  prov ide you wi thin format ion concern i ig  what-  act ion ,  i r f  any,  the c i ty  Bar  hastaken  conce rn ing  Mr .  6 ,Ro , r r ke ,s  nomin i t i o i .  t ns tea& ,  r  encourageyou  to  ta rk  w i th  the  c i t v .Ba r  d i . rec t r y  shou l . c l  y " " - i i " a  i t s  v j -ewso n  M r '  o ' R o u r k e ' s  n o m i n a l i o n  t o  b e  h e r p f u l  i n  y o u r  o w n  e v a l u a t i o no f  t h i s  nominee .

As  r  exp ra ined ,  t he  c i t y  Ba r  has  a  d i f f e ren t  re ra t i onsh ip  tothe  nomina t i ons  p rocess  than  does  the  Amer i can  Bar  Assoe ia t i on .wh i l e  t he  Jud ic i i r y  commi t tee  encourages  a l l  i n te res ted  c i t i zensand  o rgan iza t i ons  to  sha re  the i r  v i ewJ  on  nominees  w i th  thecommi t tee ,  i t  i s  o l r y  t he  Amer i can  Bar  Assoc ia t i on  tha t  haschosen to rate each iominee that  .o*""  before the commit tee andto  have  tha t  ra t i ng  become pa r t  o f  t he  pub l i c  reco rd .

. r ! "  c i t y  Ba r ,  i n  con t ras t ,  sends  i n fo rma t ion  to  thecommit tee on se lect  nominees o l ly  and,  to  my knowledge,  has notd i rec ted  tha t  ra t i ng  to  the  pub r l - c ,  r " t  on ry  to  the  commi t tee .The  c i t y  Ba r ' s  des i i e  t o  commun ica i .e  w i th  the  commi t tee  a lone  i sfur ther  ev idenced pv lzour  s tatement  to  me that  the Ci ty  Bar  atth is  po int  has a6ci ined to  of fer  you in format ion about  whatra t i ng ,  i f  a t rY ,  t hey  have  g i ven  to  M i .  o ,Rourke .  o f  cou rse ,should the c i ty  Bar  choose in  the fu ture to  prov ide the commit teew i th  i n fo rma t ion  abou t  Mr .  o ,Ro ' r ke ,s  nomina t i on  and  to  reques tthat  i ts  v iews be made parr .o f  the pubi i ;^ ; ; ; ; ; i ,= f i r r "  commir teewould honor  that  req, r "s i  . t rg  ngt i ry 'y""  - -  and other  in terestedi n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  g r o , i p s  o f  t t "  c i t i - e " r , "  v i e w s .

You  a l so  have  men t ioned  tha t  t he  c i t y  Ba r  has  to rd  you  tha twhen  i t  p rov ides  the  commi t tee  w i th  a  ra t i ng  o f  ce r i a in  nominees ,i t  does  so  w i thou t  any  expos i to ry  s ta temen t .  rn  response  to  you r
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request  for  conf i rmat ion of  th is  s tatement ,  r  have checked ourf i les on pr ior  nominees and r  can conf i rm that  when tne commi i t " "has received rat ings f rom the c i ty-  Bar ,  those rat ings were (asthe_ci ty  Bar  s tated)  communicated by ret ter  - -  wi thout
explanatory s tatements and expre-ssed the unanimous v iew of  theCi ty  Bar  regard ing a g iven candi la te.

wi th  respect  to  your  request  for  in format ion about  geminars
conducted for_new or  prospecdive federar  judges,  r  suggest  thatyou  ca r l  t he  Federa r  , : ud i l i a r  cen te r  l oca ied  i n  wash ing ton ,  D .c .The^ center  sponsors such seminars,  and i t  is  my understand_i -n9that  many nominees for  federa l  luage-n ip pos i t ions take advantageof  th is  educat ionar  oppor tuni ty-ev6n ueio ie a hear ing on the i rnomina t i on  has  been  sLhedu led . -  :

.  onge  aga in ,  t hank  you  fo r  you r  r . n te res t  i n  Mr .  o ,Rourke ,snominat ion.  As we have d iscuss ld,  r  look forward to  receiv ingyour  s ta temen t  de ta i l i ng  the  N in th  Jud ic ia l  Commi t tee ,s  pos i t i ono n  M r .  O , R o u r k e .

r r iet  Grant
Ch ie f  Nomina t i ons  Counse l


