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Dear  Ms .  Sassower :

_ Thank you for_ the copy of your recent let.ter to senator
Hatch concerning the American Bar Associat, ion, " .oi" in
eva.luacing juci icial nomj-nees .

The President and t,he Congrress have adequate resources toproperly and thoroughly investigate the backjrouna oi inaiviauars
nominated to t.he federal judiciary. Neither the Constitut ion-;;;
federal statute provide a formal role for the ABA, s standing
committee to evaluate choices made by the president, to serve inthe. federa l -  jud ic iary .  o f  course,  these nominees " r .  carefu l ly
reviewed by the senate, and we give due considerati_on to the
views of others prior to a vote on confirmation. As some have
stated,  r lo  other  pr ivate associat ion is  g iven the in f luence overn o m i n e e s n o m i n e e s w h o m a y u 1 t i m a t e 1 y i m p a c t t h e i r b u s i n e s s � �
as currently given the ABA.

The Amerlean Banking Association does not enjoy a speciar
status to evaluate nominees t.o t,he Federal Reserve board.
Addit, ionally, the Senate does not grant the American Association
of Retired Persons special st.atus to evaluate a nominee to serve
as Adminis t rator  o f  the soc ia l  secur i ty  Admin is t rat ion.
s imi lar ly ,  the Amer ican Medica l  associ l t ion does t to i -h"r r "  the
comparative st.rength of the ABA in evaluating a nominee to serve
as surgeon Genera l .  These are a few example i  to  i l lus t rate theinfluentiar role adopted by the ABA in th6 nominatin! process -

rt is my belief that we should continue to receive testimony
and give consideration to the views of the ABA, but. we shourd
t reat  t l1em equal ly  wi th  other  groups and pr ivate associat ions in
the nominating process. The ABA should not, continue to be
accorded i ts  preeminent  ro le  and speciar  s t .a t .us in  the jud ic iar
se lect ion process which goes beyond that  accorded any other
pr ivate group or  organizat ion

The ABA has adopted policy statements and f i led amicus
br ie fs  on controvers iar  issues such as abor t . ion,  capi tar
punishment ,  a f f i rmat ive act ion,  d iscr iminat ion on t 'he basis  of
sexual -  or ientat ion,  gun contro l ,  habeas corpus,  pr ison
adminis t rat ion,  cr iminal  for fe i ture,  exc lus ion" . l r  r . r l_ . ,
red is t r ic t ing,  vot ing r ights ,  and others.  r  am concerned that
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Since re l y ,

fu
Strom Thurmond
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rhere is a pe::epr ion of  F3g.rrr ia l .conf l ic t  i f  rhe ABA is a110wedto cont inue i ts quasi-puni ic rore i " -"r"rrrat ing candidates forjudic ia l  of  f  ice,  

-whi le ' " i - t r r .  
*r* . - i i i . - .arrrrr" : rg publ ic pol icyposi t ions and certain r i i i -gat 'on poJi t iorr"  in rhe federar courrs -

please be assured that r _appreciate your providing me withyour views on this mat,ter, and i '*i i i-r.J"p rhem in mind as rhei:3::i#I";"Hi'liE, lill'ml": ; = 
-;i 
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With kindest regrards and best wishes,
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