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June  L2 ,  1990

Michael Finnegran,
Executive Chamber,
Room 241
Albany, New york

Box 69, Gedney Station

While Plains, New York 10605

Counsel to the Governor
The Capitol

L2224

Dear Mr. Finnegan:

Yesterday, in connection with the senate.r s .on-gqlng rubber-starnpconf irmation of Governor pataki r s zo- :udiciai 
, '  

n6*r-rr"es__amongthem Judge i luanita Bing Newton__we trana_delivered. a June 11, 1996retter to the senators, urging thern- noi to do so;.

We also hand-delivered a copy
Chamber for transnittal to you.

of that letter to the Executive

we invite your cornment--on beharf of the Governor--to the seriousissues therein presented, ueiring-;;;" the public,s right tobasic infornation about, how the edveiior chooses our state courtj udges.

The information to which we berieve the pubric is entitred isdetaired in ogr Apr i r  18,  1996 ana apr i r_ ig,  
- iggo 

ret ters,annexed as Exhibits rrAn and rrBtr, r"=p""Li.r"fy-r-io-Lrr June 11,L996 let ter  to the Senators.

we arso, specificarry, dr-aw your attention to the forrowingparagraph of our June lLth lettlr:

r .  . .  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  G o v e r n o r r s  M a y  3 O t hannouncement of hi.s 26 judiciat nornina'ti"""__
incruding his norninatid. oJTuage Newton--wetelephoned the Governorrs orficd; ;;q";;t i;;infornation about the remporary IJudiciars c r e . e n i n g r  c o m m i t t e e ' s , h i g h l y  q i u i i i i " a ,
r a t i n g s - ,  i n c l u d i . n g  a o c r i m e n t a t i o n  t osubstantiate the nominees, credentiars, 

- 
Noneof our repeated calrs have been returned.r l( a t  p a g e . 3 )

we hereby reiterate our unresponded-to recent terephone reguestsfor such documentation as wourd substantiate ih" TemporaryJudic ia l  screening comnit teers ,n ighiy 
-qual i f iear 

r . i inq= or theGovernorrs 26 judic ia l  nominees.

4< ' J -2 * -
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For your infomation, both before and after the seiate Judiciarycommittee I s confirrnation trearingrr-'Javia cr"""u"iq, counser tochairman r,ackr. re-fus.ed to provide'u= riin ;l;';":',r";"= of any ofthe norninees--including the resurne of Judge Newton.
We do not kn9w,"!?t .Judge Newtonrs resume.says abrout her tenureon the New York state c6rnrnissi"r "r-Jiai"i i i 'E"r,I iIt. However,when Judge Newton presented- herselr tL-the members of the senateJudiciarv conmi*eL, she git"eii=-";t"g nefseii-;, hav,_ns beena p p o i n t e d t o t h e C o r n m i s s i f f i " r J u d g e | | i n D e c e m b e r o f
I a s t  y e a r l l  

Y " 4 v '  v q u Y E  - - r l t

By such nisrepresen_t_ationr_Judge- Newton--to whon we gave a copyof our June 11, L996 l-etter- u"iqr"' ttr" senate confirmatj-onhearing began--effectivery pretEnffi (a) that she was notinvorved in the disnissaG .ig uv or- tn" 
' 
tacii iry:neritorious,documented complaints, annexed t"--tn" p"Iitf",iri'J,r" Artj.cre 7gproceeding against the commissior, 

--.r,a- 
(b.) thag she hras not amember of the cornmission when it defendea' itseri-tr"rn our Articre78 charlenge by l it igation nisconauci- ana was rlrira"a with afraudurent judgenent or aismissar-uy-I,t" srrpr"r. court.

This is not true. Judge Newton has been a menber of thecornmission on Judiciar coriduct t"i- z]l)2 years, having begun hertenure in January l_994.

unfortunately, the senate-Judicl_a.ry comnltfee wourd not permitus to testify and the senators, uit_ri""gh .possessing copies of ourJune rr,th retter, chose not to ask i- singre question about ourserious ar-legatr.ons agai;;t, ruag"- Newton, stemming from hertenure as a member as the corftnission on Judicial conduct.rnstead, they. congraturated the c".r"rr,", for having presented

;Hlrlrt:l,,judiciar 
nominees, alt ;i ;h;r had been iared "hishry

ltthough we asked the senate judi^clary comnittee what nateriarsi t  receives f rom the Governorrs otr iJe ' to sppport  the Governorrsjudiciar noninatlons, Ite have been tord that such information is,conf ident iarr .  we do not understana-wnv thls should be so.
w€, therefore, reguest to know whether the Governor wirr informus as to the nature of  the_mater lars,  i t . r ,y,  that  he provides tothe  senate  i lud ic rary  courmi t tee '  ; ;  suppor t  h is  jud ic ia lnorninations. sp"cii ica[y, does tn" Governor provide theComrnittee with copies of ttri 'gue=tionnair"s which his nomineescompleted for his Temporary Judicl; i-;;;""nihg Ct-rritt""r
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Yours for a quality judiciary,

of eourse, because of thg stonewarl silence on your end, ascomplained of in our aprir l 'ah-;a-Ap;ir- ' ; ; t i ' .rJiters, vre donot even know if the 
'cove-1n-or 

I s rernforary Judiciar screenincr
ffyll:= ;I;l"resuires 

cinaiaales io-"'5o'prlte qol=tiornaires i;

June  L2 ,  L996

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER,
Center for Judicial

Coordinator
Accountabil i ty, fnc.

x

cc: Senate Judiciary Comrnittee
Att: David Gruenberg, counsel to chairman LackJudge ,fuanita Bing Newton

New york state colnrnissign on Judiciar. conductAssenbly Judiciary Cornrnittee 
-
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