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October 18.2000
The Honorable George Pataki
Executrve Charnbet
State Capitol
Albany. New York 12224

Dear Governor Pataj<i:

I arn pleased to report to you that thc Association of the Bar of the city of New
has cotnpleted its evaluation process for the seven candidates fot the pr"Ji'g {,rl;., .,;;t;New York Court of Appeals. whose narnes werc forwarded to you Uy tne C-ommission )n the
Judicial Nomination on Ocmber 4, 20m. The Erecutivs Committee of the Associatron 6as
rated all the candidates in time to announce its ratings in advance of your appoiffment, which.we understand, may come as early as October 19. 2000.

The Association's evaluation process $'as conducted. in the first instance. by aSubcommiftee of three Association members, one each from the Executrve Commrttee. the
Judiciary Cotntnittee. and the Cornmiftce on State Couns of Superior -luridttion. Eaclr
Subcomrninee conducted a comprehensive revrew of a candidate.s qualifi.rrionr. inclurling
interviews with the candidate and those familiar wittr the candidate, and an eramrnatiorr of arrymatcrials writtctt by the cardidate. A tepon of the Subcommittee rr.as made to the full 

r

Execuilve Comrnittee. which ratcd each candidate as "qualifred' or .not qualified. - Thg
Asociation's rules prcvide that for the putpose of dercrmining ratings, each candidate rnust
make an afftrmative showing that he or she is qualified to serve in the position sought.

I arn pleased to report that the Executive Committee concluded that all seven carrdidatesare 'qualified- to fill a position as Associate Judge of the New york C-oun of Appeals.

- We are fully 3urtrl€ of ttre dernands placed on you to choose tle best possible ca:tdidate
for New York's highest court. We are hgReful that, especially in light of trre'nssociati'n.s long
and reqpected history of pcrforming cvahrations rn an independent.-non-partisan manrrer., the
Association's ratings tn this instance will prove helpful to you in teaching adecision.

Enclosed is a copy of a press release we will be issuing describing the Associati.rn.s
ratrngs.
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Thilk you for giving the Association the opportunity to panicipate in the ludicirlselection process.

Enclozure
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For lmrttedlate Relerse
October 1E.2000

Contart: Andrew J. Mrnin
Communlcotions Director
(2121 382-67t3

Evaluations to b-e s-e\t.to Governor Pataki

f{ew York city Brr Issues Evalunfions of candldete s
for New York Court of Appeals

New York - The Association of the Bar of the Cig of New York announced today ttrat it
has found all seven candidates recotnmended by the New york State Cornrnissionon
Judicial Nomination to bc qualified for appointrnent to the State's highest court. thc t iew
York Court of Appeals. Gov. George Patalci has until Novernber j, Z"OOO to select onc of
the candidates to be a judge of ttre Court of Appeals as a replacernent for Judge Joseph
Bellacosa, who rehred from the Court thts summer. The Governof's rromination is sutlject
to State Senate confirmation.

The seven candidates nominated by the cotntnission are: Rtchrrd T. Andr6l, Justicr: of
the Supreme Court, Appellate Diviston, First Department; Stephen G. Crrne. Justicr,of
the Supreme Court and Administrative Judge of the Civil Branch of the Supreme Courl
First Judicial Distnct; Stcven W. Flsher, Justice of the Supretne Cout and
Adminishative Judge fot the Eleventh Judicial District of the Supreme Court: Vlctorta
A. Gnlreo, Additional Justice, Appellatc Division. Third Depatfirent: Jamer c. Moore,
pattter, Hartcr, Secrest & Ernery. LLP; Juettlte Blng Nervtorr. Judge of the Coutt of
Claims and Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for Justice InitiativJs and Sumn p. Fead,
Presiding Judg. of the New Yotk State Court of Clairns.

The Association's Executive Committee extensively reviews the background and
qualifications of thc candidates. Additionally, representativs5 of the Aisociation,s
Executive, Judiciary and State Couns of Superior Jurisdicrion Comrnrnees interview:d
cach candidate. reviewed his or ber writings. investigated the candidate's background.
and interviewed judges and lawyers fatniliar with the candidate- The full Etecutive
Committee then considercd whethet to rate each candidate either " qualified" or..not
qualified" for the position of Associate Judge of the Court of Appea-ls after consrdenrrg
thc candidate's intellectual ability.lqlowledge of the law, integtity, impartrality.iudir:ilal
demeanor and temperament.

The Association of the Bar of the City of Nav Yorkwasfounded ia 1670, and k dedicated to
maintaining the high ethical standards of the profession. promoting reform of the law, and
prpviding senice to the profession and the public. For more iafontation onlh* release or t,:.,
arrattgs fgr intentirlls, pledse conmct Andrew J, Martin, ComntunfcatiOnS Direcfor, at (21 2,1
382-6713 or ananin@nhcnv,or& 
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