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Hon. Howard D. Stave
Chair, Judicial Selection Committee,
New York State Bar Assn.
108-18 Queens Blvd.
Queens, NY 11375

Dear Mr. Stave:

Per our telephone conversation yesterday, I am tansmitting to you herewith a copy of the
transmittal made to the Association of the Bar of the City of New york, as well as the other
recipients indicated therein. The cover letter is self-explanatory. However, I will add a few
comments which I believe of special interest to your Committee in evaluating the information
and materials I am supplying to you.

As indicated in our phone conversation, I myself served as a member of the committee, of which
you are now Chairman, and served for eight years, froml972to 1980, the first woman, as I was
then advised, appointed to the Committee. Such appointrnent was made following publication of
my article "Judicial Selection Panels: An Exercise in Futility?", which was published on the frontpage of the New York Law Journal on Octob er 22, 1971. Acopy of the article is enclosed foryour convenience. I believe you will agree that my comments are:N timely today as they were
when they were first published more thm25 years ago.

On a personal level, it is also of note that my appointrnent to the Committee came after my ownnomination as a candidate for a vacancy on the New York Court of Appeals in l972and myselfhaving been interviewed by the State Bar's Judiciary Committee fo. tilut position . The then
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Chairman, Earl Evans, later informed me that the change in the Committee nirme was a
recognition of the importance it attached to my Law Joumal article, and marked a change in
emphasis with respect to the Committee's important functions.

The carefully compiled, extremely serious and shocking documentary transmittal now sent to
you is consistent with that intended new direction for the State Bar's Judicial Selection
Committee, so that it can be more than a "rubber-stamp" for the Governor in choosing the one
candidate out of the seven recommended by the Commission on Judicial Nomination, who will
soon be appointed to serve on our state's highest court.

A copy ofmyMartindale-Hubbell's credentials as theywere last listed in the l9g9 edition and a
few other personal items are also enclosed, indicative of the unique work being done by the
Center in its ongoing, arduous pro bono efforts to uplift our justice system.

Needless to say, I would be available for telephone or personal interrogation by your Committee
about any aspect of the transmitted materials.

Very truly yours,

Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc.
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