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A L B A N Y  c r i t i . c s  T u e s d a y  w r a p p e d  a  g t a t e  S e n a L e  p a n e l , s  d e c j . s i o n  t o  a l t o wo n l y ' L h o s e  w h o  h a v o  b e e n  i . n v i t e i  t o  t e s t i f y  a t  a  c o n f i r m a t l o n  h e a r . l n g  f o r  aw o m a n  n o n r n a t e d  t o  s r t  o n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  h i g h e 5 t  c o u r t ,The  sena te  Jud l c i a r y  co rnm i t t ee  r s  " *p "c tea  l r r ednesday  morn 'ng  to  ] : econ*endt h e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  V i c t o r i a  G r a f f e o ,  4 8 ' ,  a n  a p f e r r a , u e - i i v r s i o n  l u d g e  i . n  A l b a n ys i n c e  1 9 9 8  a n d  f o r m e r  s t a t e  s o l i c i t o r  g e n e r a - l ,  t o  a  1 4 _ y e a r  t e r m  o n  t h e  C o u r t  o f

t8 f f : t r '  
She was a-r -so the ch ief  rawyer- for  Assernblv  Repubrxcans f rom 1gg4 to

t ake  up  the  nomina t i on  Wednosday  a f t e rnoon ,  when  shermed .  She  was  nomrna ,Led  fo r  t he  pos t  by  Gov .  George
" w h y  s t r f r e  t h e  d e b a t e ? "  a s k e d  s e n .  R i c h a r d  D o l r i n g e r ,  D _ B r i g h t o n ,  M o n r o eCoun ty ,  a  mernbe r  o f  t he  Juc i i c ra ry  Co run l t t ee .  , ,The  Sen j t e  cou ld  c l ea r l y  f r ee  up

; ; : :31 , i 'H . i : . i " : :T : t  
see  whv wc shour ,d  cuc  o t r  resc ' .mony anour  her  r r tness  or

" r t r l 3  a n  a f f r g q l ' t r  s a l d  R o b e r t  s c h u l z ,  a  f r e g u e n t  s t a t e - g o v e r n m e n t  c r : - t i c  w h oasked  to  t es { : i f y  and  was  tu ; rned  down  ov  , t r . , "  " o^ * i . , , " " .  , ,No t  t o  be  ab re  , t o

: : : : i l t '  
h a v i n g  i t  c L o s e d . , , r h i s  . r s  c r e a r r - v  w r o n g .  , I , h e  p r o c e s s  r s  a  c o r . r : r p t

Bu ' t  t he  commi t t ee  cha i lmgn , . sen .  J ' ames  Lack ,  R -su f fo ] k  coun ry ,  sa id  anyone
: i l1 i " : "  

f ree to  resrr fv  -  as lons as rh;y- ; ;J  somerhins ro contr ibute ro the
"Any l>ody  who  has  any fh j . ng  pos : . , L1ve  to  con t r i bu te  t o  t he  p roceed ings  i sa b s o l ' u 1 ' e L y  ' i ' n v i t e d  t o  s p e a f  ,  

' '  
'  h e  s a i d .  B u t  n e  c a u t r o n e o ,  , , T h i s  1 s  s u p p o s e d  t ob e  a  p o s i t i v o  e x p e r j . e n c l  a n d  n o L  a  c i r c u s . r l

L a c l <  s a i d  S c h u l z  a n d  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  w h o  a s k e d  t o  t e s t r f y  a n d  w a s  t u r n e d  d o w n ,
: : :H " ; : . sow€) i ,  

we re  no t  t i . ke l y  ro  add  to  t he  comrn . r , r - t ee , s  know ledge  abou ,L
" T h t ) y ' r e  

n o t  t h e r e  t o  c o n s t r u c L i v e l y  a d d  t o  c o n f i r r n s f i o n  p r o c e e d i n g s ,  a so P p o s e ( i  t o ' [ u r n i n g  i t  i n t o  a  c j . r c u s  f o r  w h a t e v e r  c a u s e  t h e y , r e  a d v o c a t i n g ,  r r  h es a i d .

" n " : : : . S c h u l z  
a n d  S a s s o w e r  s a i d  r i r e y  w a n r e d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  w a y  G r a f f e o  r ^ , a s

" T h e  t h r u s t  o f  m y  p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  , ,  s a i d  S a s s o w e r ,who  i s  a f f i ' l - i a ted  w i th  a  t r { h i I e ]PLu in r - ru "ea -q rJup  ca t ted  the  cen te r  f o r  Jud i c i a lA c c o u n t a b i l i t y .
" B ' u L  t h a t ' s  n o t .  t h e  p o i n t ,  '  '  s h e  a d d e d .  , , T h e r ,

c o m m j - t t - e e  a b o u t  t h r .  a | e a d  o f  t r m e . , ,  
e  w a s  n o  i n q u i r y  b y  t h e  J u d i c j - a r y

S c h u J . z ,  a  n o n - l a w y e r  w h o  h a s  s u e d  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  w o n  s e v e r a L  c a s e s ,  s a r d  h ew a n t e d  ' 8 o  t a l k  a b o u t  w h a , E  h e  s e e s  a s  a  ^ l a c k  o f  i n f  o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  G r a f  f e o ."We  wou ld  a rgue  Lha t  t hey  shou fd  noL  app rove  the  nomj -na t j . on ,  t ha t  t hey  shou lds e n d  t f r e  r e p o r t  b a c k  t o  t h e ' r a " " " " n r n g )  c o m m i s s i o n  a n d  a s k  t h e  c o r u n l s s i o n  t o
;::*:3:,:::, ': i: i;3:".::5 :: '::::;::,;; i":nl'o..n", "r,".""f",, ,emperamenL,

B u r :  L a c k  s a r d  G r a f f e o  h a s  a l r o a d y  b e e n  t h o r o u g h l y  v e t t o d ."AJ . . l ,  t ha t  s ta f f  wo rk  done  by  my  s ta f f  and  Jud i c i a r y  Comrpa t tee  fo r  anyn o m i n e e r  w a s  o n , t o n  o f  e v e r y t h i . n g  t h e  g o v e r n o r r s  o f f i c e  d r d ,  o n  L o p  o fe v e r y t h i - n g  d o n e  O t  
: n :  

. " r " l n r n g  c o m m i t t e e ,  r ,  h e  s a r d ." B y  t h e ' L i m e  s o m e b o d y  r s  s : _ t t . i n g  b e f o r e  m e  i n

:':l; " T:r :';::.i : r 
;;. ":"1"""' i' q" .,. on on li,;'d"i:l"::i::i"i" ?;::':ffi31u' n"'"

c o u ' L  o f  A p p e a l ' s  ; u d g e s ,  w h o  a r e  p a i d  $ 1 s 1 , 2 0 0  a  y e a r ,  w e r e  e l e c t e d  s t a t e w i d eu n t 1 . l "  1 ' 9 1  8 ,  w h e n  t h e  = y " t " *  w a s  c h a n g e d  t o  a  s o l c a l l e d  , , m e r i t  s e l _ e c t i o n ,  ,  b a s e d

T h e  S e n a t e  r s  s l a L e d  t o
i s  a l m o s t  s u r e  t o  b e  c o n f i
P a t a k r  e a r L r e r  , E h r s  m o n t h .



on a  rev i 'ew by  a  Pane l  o f  the  qua l l f rcaL ions  o f  appr ican ts .  The governor  thenPrcKs f , rom a  group found quar i f red  by  the  screen ing  commi t tee .The deputy  d i rec to r  o f  the  Fund fo r  Modern  cour ,Ls ,  a  Manhat tan-based non-
; : : : : : . t i 3 ' : r i : ; : - : o : I '  

t "  i m p r o v e ,  r h e  s r a L e ' s  j u d i c r a r y ,  s a r d  r h e  . s h t  w a y  t o

-, ,we rhink "r. l : i : :"1:";": : , : l ' ." j , :" :r : . : ; ; : :  5:H.i l* i l : ; , ,rhe morern f  o rma t ron  the  pub l re  i r a i  t t r e  be t te r .  ?he  pub t . i c  has  a  r i gh t  t o  know wha t  , sg o L n g  o n  i n  t h e s e  k i n d s  o f  h e a r l n g s .  ,  ,
on  t he  oLhe r  hand ,  she  sa id ,  "Anybody  

tha t  i s  conduc t i ng  hea r i ngs  o f  t h : - s  so r lh a s  e v e : l y  r j . g h L  b o  p u t  c e r t a i . n  r e a s o n a b l e  t i m e  l i m i t s  o n  t e s t i m o n y . , ,


