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WHITE PLAINS — A city
woman once jailed by Con-
gress for interrupting a judi-
cial confirmation took on the
Common Council and a city
judge this week, when she
talked through Mayor Joseph
Delfino’s requests to take a
seat, heckled the judge dur-
ing his confirmation by the
council, then pursued him out
of City Hall.

The fireworks began even
before Judge Brian Hansbury
arrived in the council cham-
bers Monday when Elena
Sassower asked the council to
reject Hansbhury’s renomina-
tion and instead turn him over
to prosecutors for the corrup-

tion and conflict of interest
she alleges he demonstrated
in his 2007 decision to evict
her and her mother from
their Lake Street apartment of
21 years.

Sassower disregarded
Councilman Rita Malmud’s
protest that council rules do
not allow for personal attacks
and City Clerk Anne McPher-
son’s reminder that her three
minutes of speaking time
were up. She then handed the
microphone to her mother,
who continued with the slings
and arrows.

The two eventually re-
turned to their seats, where
they carried on their protest.
When Hansbury arrived in
the council chambers, Elena
Sassower greeted him by

to

shouting, “He’s a corrupt
judge!” prompting Delfino to
steer Hansbury to the council
side of a rail that separates
the council from the audi-
ence. During an invocation by
the Rev. Carol Huston, Sas-
sower interrupted Huston’s
observation that “White
Plains is a city that cares for
all its people” with a loud
“Hummph!”

The protests were in vain.
The council confirmed Hans-
bury in a 7-0 vote. He thanked
the council and walked from
the chambers, accompanied
by his wife and followed by
the Sassowers and two cops.

As the Sassowers stepped
up their pursuit, the officers
blocked them from descend-
ing a staircase to the first floor

rail new ci

until the Hansburys were out .

of the building. That prompt-
ed another protest.

“I'll go when I'm good and
ready,” Doris Sassower told
the officers. “I don’t need to
be escorted out. This is a pub-
lic building. I came here to
perform a public service.”

City Court clerks yesterday
responded to a request for
records in the eviction case
by providing a related .deci-
sion signed by another City
Court judge, Jo Ann Friia, on
July 3, 2008.

In it, Friia noted that the
eviction proceedings began in
1988 when the condominium
board at 16 Lake St. rejected
the Sassowers’ application to
buy a unit they were renting
from John McFadden. The

women responded to the evic-

-tion by suing McFadden, a

suit a federal appeals court
dismissed in 1993.

They appealed to the U.S.
Supreme Court, which re-
fused to hear their case. In
2004, Elena Sassower served
a six-month sentence for “dis-
ruption of Congress” during
the confirmation hearing of
Judge Richard Wesley, a
nominee for the federal ap-
peals circuit. Wesley’s con-
nection to her case could not
be determined yesterday.

In his chambers yesterday,
Hansbury shrugged off the in-
cident with the Sassowers the
night before.

“It would be inappropriate
for me to comment on her or
her case,” he said.
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WHITE PLAINS - A city woman once jailed by C: “ for interrupting a judicial confirmation took on the
Common Council and a city judge this week, when she talked through Mayor Joseph Delfino's requests to
take a seat, heckled the judge during his confirmation by the council, then pursued him out of City Hall.
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The fireworks began even before Judge Brian

Hansbury arrived in the counci! chambers Monday
when Elena Sassower asked the council to reject
Hansbury's renomination and instead turn him
over to prosecutors for the corruption and conflict
of interest she alleges he demonstrated in his
2007 decision to evict her and her mother from

| their Lake Street apartment of 21 years.

Sassower disregarded Councilman Rita Malmud's
protest that council rules do not aliow for personal
attacks and City Cierk Anne McPherson's
reminder that her three minutes of speaking time
were up. She then handed the microphone to her
mother, who continued with the slings and arrows.
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The two eventually returned to their seats, where
they carried on their protest. When Hansbury arrived in the council chambers, Elena Sassower greeted him
by shouting, "He's a corrupt judge!" prompting Delfino to steer Hansbury to the council side of a rail that
separates the council from the audience. During an invocation by the Rev. Carol Huston, Sassower
interrupted Huston's observation that "White Plains is a city that cares for all its people" with a loud
"Hummph!"

The protests were in vain. The council confirmed Hansbury in a 7-0 vote. He thanked the council and walked
from the chambers, accompanied by his wife and followed by the Sassowers and two cops.

As the Sassowers stepped up their pursuit, the officers blocked them from descending a staircase to the first
floor until the Hansburys were out of the building. That prompted another protest.

"I'll go when I'm good and ready," Doris Sassower told the officers. "l don't need to be escorted out. This is a
public building. | came here to perform a public service."

City Court clerks yesterday responded to a request for records in the eviction case by providing a related
decision signed by another City Court judge, Jo Ann Friia, on July 3, 2008.

In it, Friia noted that the eviction proceedings began in 1988 when the condominium board at 16 Lake St.
rejected the Sassowers' application to buy a unit they were renting from John McFadden. The women
responded to the eviction by suing McFadden, a suit a federal appeals court dismissed in 1993.

They appealed to the U.S. ¢
served a six-month sentence for
Wesley, a nominee for the federal appeals circuit. Wesley's connection to her case could not be determined
yesterday.

“, which refused to hear their case. In 2004, Elena Sassower
isruption of Congress" during the confirmation hearing of Judge Richard

In his chambers yesterday, Hansbury shrugged off the incident with the Sassowers the night before.

"It would be inappropriate for me to comment on her or her case," he said.

In Your Voice| READ REACTIONS TO THIS STORY Hide CoimmenE

Newest first

TheShaneKnows wrote:

| This nut belongs in the loony bin, plain and simple.
R 5/6/2009 11:45:52 AM
Recommend

New post Reply to this Post Report Abuse

The Journal News

LoHud.Com Text Alerts

Get breaking iocal news f \

as it happens from
LoHud.com. Enter your ;
phone number below:

LoHud News Alerts:

Tappan Zee closed
Reply A to set alert

» Modify existing alerts

» 4INFO | Get this tool

f BecomeaFan
88 Send To Friends

Make a Flavor
sy Get Our News

More News Headlines
DiFiore, county cops seek dismissal of suit in Ridley death
(1

Mamaroneck sets permit rates for new parking deck

Kat-Lew challengers urge more scrutiny of district,
incumbents cite administrative cuts

Four vie for two seats on Somers school board  (3)

3 in{%xmbents, challenger offer views for Lakeiand board
Latest Headlines

Ramapo has public hearings on Patrick Farm

Hughes, Yankees awful in loss to Orioles  (3)

Mets' Alomar manages just fine

New venue, same finish for Greany

Yorktown goes OT te beat Chaminade

Featured Video

Ly Lokud.com careerbuilder

Find More
Videos!

ADS BY PULSE 360

e A2

Get Listed Here

http://www lohud.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090506/NEWS02/905060337&s=d&...  5/10/2009



White Plains woman heckles city judge during confirmation

Page 1 of 1

e
4.

Archives
Home
Saved Search
Login
Search Tips
FAQ
Pricing
My Account
Help
About the Archive
Terms

Copyright © 2009 The Journal News. All rights reserved. Users of this site agree to the T

Document

Start a New Search | Previous Results

Y =
Buy Complete Document: F%EAbstract Bs Full Text $ Page Print

White Plains woman heckles city judge during confirmation
The Journal News - White Plains, N.Y.

Author: Keith Eddings
Date: May 6, 2009
Start Page: A3

Section: NEWS

Text Word Count: 496

Abstract (Document Summary)

WHITE PLAINS - A city woman once jailed by Congress for interrupting a judicial confirmation took on the Common
Council and a city judge this week, when she talked through Mayor Joseph Delfino's requests to take a seat,
heckled the judge during his confirmation by the council, then pursued him out of City Hall.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reg without p

or distribution is pi

® =
Buy Complete Document:  FiF=Abstract 1% Fui Text B race prin

Most Viewed Articles (Updated Daily)
« Police blotter: Westchester-Putnam
+ Violations found at Westchester med center's psych unit
« Southem Westchester hail storm: 'Like a freight train’
« Spring Valley police arrest 16 men in prostitution sting
* JCC Maccabi Games coming to Westchester

Find it: Jobs | Cars | Real Estate | Apartments | Shopping | Classifieds

Newspaper Archives
Historic Newspaper
Archives. Search By
Date, Topic or Name.

Free Trial!
Footnote com/NewspaperArchives

Crushing Blow to MLM
Find Out Why The
Doors Are Closing On
The MLM Industry...For
Good

www.MLMExposedHere.com

Local Newspapers
Find Local Newspapers
& News Stands - dailies,

weeklies, tabloids.
News YellowPages.com

Newspaper Archives
Search multiple engines
at once for newspaper

archives
www.webcrawler.com

Newspaper Archives
Archived newspapers
for sale. Call us today

for more information!
originalseattienewspapers.com

Leg In

Home | News | Weather | Obituaries | Things To Do | Photos & Vi

cy/You

SR A3

208 | Buy, Sell & Shc Customer Service | Site Ma
0s | Buy, Sell & Shop stomer S Site Map

= (Terms updated March 2009)

http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/lohud/access/1703305271.html?dids=1703305271:170330527... 7/13/2009



