SECTIONS OF THE NEW YORK STATE CONSTITUTION VIOLATED BY THE “FORCE OF LAW”
PROVISION OF CHAPTER 60, PART E OF THE LAWS OF 2015
(as particularized by Introducers’ Memorandum to A.7997)

Article lll, §6

Each member of the legislature shall receive for his or her services a like annual salary, to
be fixed by law. He or she shall also be reimbursed for his or her actual traveling expenses in going
to and returning from the place in which the legislature meets, not more than once each week
while the legislature is in session. Senators, when the senate alone is convened in extraordinary
session, or when serving as members of the court for the trial of impeachments, and such
members of the assembly, not exceeding nine in number, as shall be appointed managers of an
impeachment, shall receive an additional per diem allowance, to be fixed by law. Any member,
while serving as an officer of his or her house or in any other special capacity therein or directly
connected therewith not hereinbefore in this section specified, may also be paid and receive, in
addition, any allowance which may be fixed by law for the particular and additional services
appertaining to or entailed by such office or special capacity. Neither the salary of any member nor
any other allowance so fixed may be increased or diminished during, and with respect to, the term
for which he or she shall have been elected, nor shall he or she be paid or receive any other extra
compensation. The provisions of this section and laws enacted in compliance therewith shall
govern and be exclusively controlling, according to their terms. Members shall continue to receive
such salary and additional allowance as heretofore fixed and provided in this section, until changed
by law pursuant to this section.

Article lll, §1

The legislative power of this state shall be vested in the senate and assembly.

Article lll, §13

The enacting clause of all bills shall be "The People of the State of New York, represented in
Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows," and no law shall be enacted except by bill.

Article 1ll, §14

No bill shall be passed or become a law unless it shall have been printed and upon the
desks of the members, in its final form, at least three calendar legislative days prior to its final
passage, unless the governor, or the acting governor, shall have certified, under his or her hand
and the seal of the state, the facts which in his or her opinion necessitate an immediate vote
thereon, in which case it must nevertheless be upon the desks of the members in final form,
not necessarily printed, before its final passage; nor shall any bill be passed or become a law,
except by the assent of a majority of the members elected to each branch of the legislature; and
upon the last reading of a bill, no amendment thereof shall be allowed, and the question
upon its final passage shall be taken immediately thereafter, and the ayes and nays entered on
the journal.

For purposes of this section, a bill shall be deemed to be printed and upon the desks of the
members if: it is set forth in a legible electronic format by electronic means, and it is available for
review in such format at the desks of the members. For purposes of this section "electronic
means" means any method of transmission of information between computers or other machines




designed for the purpose of sending and receiving such transmissions and which: allows the
recipient to reproduce the information transmitted in a tangible medium of expression; and does
not permit additions, deletions or other changes to be made without leaving an adequate record
thereof.

Article 1V, §7

Every bill which shall have passed the senate and assembly shall, before it becomes a law,
be presented to the governor; if the governor approve, he or she shall sign it; but if not, he or she
shall return it with his or her objections to the house in which it shall have originated, which shall
enter the objections at large on the journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such
reconsideration, two-thirds of the members elected to that house shall agree to pass the bill, it
shall be sent together with the objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be
reconsidered; and if approved by two-thirds of the members elected to that house, it shall become
a law notwithstanding the objections of the governor. In all such cases the votes in both houses
shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the members voting shall be entered on
the journal of each house respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the governor within ten
days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him or her, the same shall be a law
in like manner as if he or she had signed it, unless the legislature shall, by their adjournment,
prevent its return, in which case it shall not become a law without the approval of the governor.
No bill shall become a law after the final adjournment of the legislature, unless approved by the
governor within thirty days after such adjournment. If any bill presented to the governor contain
several items of appropriation of money, the governor may object to one or more of such items
while approving of the other portion of the bill. In such case the governor shall append to the bill,
at the time of signing it, a statement of the items to which he or she objects; and the appropriation
so objected to shall not take effect. If the legislature be in session, he or she shall transmit to the
house in which the bill originated a copy of such statement, and the items objected to shall be
separately reconsidered. If on reconsideration one or more of such items be approved by two-
thirds of the members elected to each house, the same shall be part of the law, notwithstanding
the objections of the governor. All the provisions of this section, in relation to bills not approved by
the governor, shall apply in cases in which he or she shall withhold approval from any item or
items contained in a bill appropriating money.

PLUS FURTHER CONSTITUTIONAL VIOLATION BY INCLUSION
OF THE COMMISSION LEGISLATION IN APPROPRIATION BILL
(identified by Introducers’ Memorandum to A.7997 as “unconstitutional rider to a budget bill”)

Article VII, §6

Except for appropriations contained in the bills submitted by the governor and in a
supplemental appropriation bill for the support of government, no appropriations shall be made
except by separate bills each for a single object or purpose. All such bills and such supplemental
appropriation bill shall be subject to the governor's approval as provided in section 7 of article IV.
No provision shall be embraced in any appropriation bill submitted by the governor or in such
supplemental appropriation bill unless it relates specifically to some particular appropriation in
the bill, and any such provision shall be limited in its operation to such appropriation.




