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November 6,2A14

Charles [i. Diamond, Chief Clerk
Albany County Supreme and County Courts
Albany County Courthouse, Room 102

l6 Eagle Street
Albany, NY 12207

Re; CenterforJudicial AccauntabiliW, Inc. el al v. Cuamo, et ol
Supreme Court, Albany County
lndex No. 1788-14

Dear Mr. Diamond:

DIvlstoH $r 5 f.{ rE C0tiNstir
l.l] tc ! r,-iN l]t,'ltiAU

[nclosed for liling with the Coufi is the Verilled Answer on behalf oi' Defendants
Andrew M. Cuomo, Dean Skelos, NYS Senate, Sheldon Silver, NY$ Assembly, F-ric 'l'.

Schneiderman, and Thomas DiNapoli in the above-referenced proceeding, together with proof of
service.

'fhank you for your attention to this matter. l
',, 

I

Very rrply rour{
,i tl ,1I ,l,'| ' \-I r ./ \.-,'

l.+lrlennYl. Kerwin
Xssistant A ttorney General

AJl(ss
Enclosure
cc: Elena Ruth Sassower

l0 Stewart Place
Apt.2D-E
White Plains. New York 10603
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SUPRIME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COLINTY OF ALBi\NY

CENTER FOR JUDICI,\L ACCOLNTABILiTY,
INC.. urd ELEN;\ RUTH SASSOWER, individually
and as Director of the Center tbr Judicial
r\ccountability, Inc.. acting on their own behalf and on
behalf of the Peopie of the State ol Nerv York & the
Public Interest,

P lainri/Js,,

-against-

I\NDREW lvI. CUOMO, in his otficial capacity as
Governor of the State of New York, DEAN SKELOS
in his official capacity as 'Iemporary Senate President,
THE NEW YORK ,SIATE SENATE, STIELDON
SILVER, in his otllcial capacity as Assembly Speaker,-fHE NEW YORK S'fT\'fE ASSEMBLY. ERIC 'f.
SCHNEIDERMAN, in his olficial capacity as Aftorney
Ceneral of the State of Nerv York. and THOIv{AS
IIiNAPOLI" in his official capacity as Comprroller of
the State of'Nerv York.

VERITIED ,TI{SW}ifi

Inder No. I 7,q8- I .t

Delendants

Defendants Cuomo, Skelos, the Nerv York State Senate, Silver, and rhe New York State

Assembly, by their attorney, Eric T. Schncrderman, Attomey Ccneral ot the Srate of lierv York.

Adrienne J. Kenvin, r\ssistant Attomey General, of counsel, ansrver the complaint as lbl|:rvs:

i. Deny that paragraphs I and 2 of the complaint make thctual assertions that need

be admirted or denied and therefore do not respond to same, but to the extent that sarne are

deemed to make factual assertions, deny that plaintiffs are entitled to any relief herein.

l. r\s to the allegations contained in paragraph 3 of the complaint, respe ctfull',. reter

all issues of larv to the court.



l. .,\dmit the allegatircns contained in paragraphs 8, l0 and l3 of the complainr.

'1. Deny knowledge or information sufficient to lbrm a basis of belief to edmit or

deny the assertions in paragraphs J,6,76,32r 3.1,39, {0r.ll, 42.,.13r 45, {6, JE, {9r 50,6J,6{,

65, 56, 73 and 7,{ of the complaint.

5. Deny the allegations contained in paragraphs 5, [5, 18, 19, ll4, lld, lt7, lt8,

l19, 120, l2l,lZS and 126 of the complarnt.

6. I)eny knorvleclge or inlbrmation sulHcient to form a basis of belief to admit or

deny the assertions in paragraphs 9 and I I of the complaint, except to respectfully refer lhe court

to the document cited as the best evidence of rvhat is stated and contained therein.

7 . As to the aliegations contained in paragraphs 1.1, 17, 27r 31,35, 36, 31, 47,5d, 58,

59' 6E, 69,75,115 and 123 of the complainl, respectfully ret'er the court to the larv, docurnenr or

exhibit cited as the best evidence of what is stated or contained therein, and deny rhe allegations

to the extent that they are inconsistent with said law, document or exhibit.

8. Deny the allegations contained in paragraphs 16, Z0, Zl, ZZ,2J,2l, ZEr 29, 30,

33, 38, ,14, 51, 52, 53, 55, 56, 57, 60, 61, 62, 67,70,71, 72, 122 and 12{ of the cornplaint, except

Io refer the court to the exhibit or document cited as the best evidence of what is stared and

contained therein.

9. ,,\s to the allegations contained in paragraph 7 of the complaint, admit that

Defendant Cuomo is the Governorof the State of ).lew York and deny the remaining alleg:rions

except to respectfuliy ret'er the cow to the documents cited as the best evidence of what is srated

and contained therein



t0. As to the aliegations contained in paragraph l2 of rhe complaint, arimit that Eric

T. Schneiderman is the Attomey Ceneral of the State of New York and deny the remeining

allegations of the p;uagraph except to respectfully ret'er the court to the law or docurnent cireri as

the best evidence ol rvhat is stated and conlained therein.

ll. Deny knorviedge or infbrmation sutllcient to tbrm a basis of belief ro admir or

<leny the assertions in paragraph 25 of the complaint, except to deny that there was no response

liom Budget Director Megna.

12. As to the allegations contained in paragraphs 76 through l12 of thecompiainr, no

response is required in light of the court's October 9,2014 Decision and Orcjer. To rhe extenr

that a response is deemed required, the allegations are denied.

13 ,'\s to the allegations containect in paragraph l13 of the complaint, repcat and

restate all previous responses herein.

14. Deny that plaintiffs are entrtled to any of the relief soughr in the complainr uncler

the heading "Prayer tbr Reliel-."

15. Deny each anil every allegation of the complaint not speci{icallv responded to

ahove.

DEFENSES

16. A def'ense is founded upon documentary evidence. cpLR 321 I (a)( 1).

17 . fhe court lacks subjecr mauer junsdiction. CPLR lZ l t (a)(2).

18. Plaintiffs lack standing to challenge the matters that he is attempting to challenge.

CPLR l2l l(aX3).



19. Plaintiffs have raised these same cleims in enorher pending court pru,..er:r|ng.

CPI"R 33111.r)(4r,

20' This proceeding is barred, in whole o. in prrt, by the principles of res lutlicsta

and collateral estoppel. CPLR 321l(aX5).

:1. Plaintiffs'ciaims are moot. CPLR l2l l(rli7).

i2' The claims that plaintifts make in this proceeding are not justiciabie" ilplg

l2l l(a;(7).

ll. fhe petition fails to srore a cause of action. CpLR 321 lia)(7).

24. The issue raised by the petitioners-plaintiffs is not ripe forjudicial review.

WI{EREFORE, defendants Cuomo, Skelos, the iderv York State Senate, $ilver, a.nd the

New York State Assembiy, and respectfully request that the relief requesred in the compla:1t be

denied, that the complaint and this proceeding be dismissed an4 rhat defentiants be awarde,1 costs

and disbursem€nts, together with such other relief as may be just.

Dated: Albany, fuew York
l.lovember 5,2A14

ERIC T. SCT{NEIDERMAN
Attorney General of the State of New york
Attomey for Defendants Andrew M. Cuorno, l)ean

Skelos, New Yc'rb State Senare. Sheldon
Silver. and Nerv York Srare ,4,ssembiy

The Capitol
Albany, New Yost{ t2ZZ+,0341
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fC: Elrrra Ruth Sasso"xer ivia LI,S. nrai!l
l'l*in:iif, pro se

10 Sierva"rr Illace
Apt.2D-E
White Plains" Nerv York 10603



Verification

Adrienne J. Kerwin, an atiorney admined to practice in the State of New York, affirms

the following under penalty of perjury pursuant to CPLR 2106:

I am an Assistant Attorney Ceneral of counsel in this maner to Eric T. Schneiderman,

r\ttomey General of the State of New York, attomey for Defendants Covernor Aniirew lvI.

Cuomo, Dean Skelos, the New York State Senate, Sheldon Silver and the Nerv York State

Assembly. I have been assigned to defend this action and I am acquainted rvith the pl*ariings,

papers, and proceedings to date. I have read the foregoing ansrver. -fhe 
same is true to my

knowledge, except as to trhose mafters alleged upon information and belief, and as to those

rnaners, I believe them to be true.

I malce this veritication pursuant to CPLR Section 1020(d)(2), because the an:;rrcring

Defendants are officials and entities of the State of New York, and I am acquainted with the facts

r:f this proceeding.

Dated: Albany, New York
November 5,2014

,\dritr{ne J. Kerwin



SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF ALBANY
CEiITER FOR JUDICIAL ACCOUNTABILITY. INC,, iNd
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER. individually and as Direcror of'
the Ce nter lor Judicial Accountabiliry. lnc., ecting orr their own
behalf and on behall of rhe People of the State of r\ew ycrk &
the Public lnterest.

2I 'i^Ti':'" ATFIDAVIT OT SERVICE
-rgai nst-

inriex No. i788- i*
ANDREW to|. CUOtulO, in his officialcapacity as Oovemor of
the State of New Yorlq DEAN SKELOS in his olficial capaciry
as 'l'emporary Senare Presideng TFIE NEW YORK STA'IE
SENATE. SHELDON, in his oilcial capacity as Assembly
Speaker. 'rHE NE$/ YORK STAfE ASSEMBLy. ERIC .f.

SCHNEIDERtut4N, in his official capaciry as Attom*y Ceneral
of the Srate ol New York. and THON{AS OiNApOLl. in his
r.:tflcial capacity ;l,s Comprroller oi rhe Stere of Nxw york,

"s'iALrol,NBw-?ar{K- - -- - ;;* -P-:!t-*o'ry

) r,;s.:

COUI{TY OF ALBANY }
SANDRA M. SCHNAPP, being duly srvorn. deposes and says:

I am over eighteen years of age and an employee in the oflice olEric'f. Schneidermar. Afrcrfli:v

Ceneral olthe State of New York, attorney lbr Defenrlanrs. he rein,

On l'lovembEr 6,2014. I served the annexed Veritied Answer upon the lollowing individual, .by

depositing a rrue copy thereai properly enclosed in ase*led, posrpaid wrapper, in a Ll.S Mailbox in i!rr:,.,'it!

olAlbany, a depository un<Jer the *rclusive care and cusrodr olrhc Uniretj Srates postal Servi;e, rJireite,-i to

rhc said plaintifTpro se, ar rhe address designare*i by her tbr thar purpsse, as tbllows:

Elena Ruth Sassower
l0 Stewart Place
A5rt.ZD-E
White Plrins. New York 10601
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