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The New York Times/Letters to the Editor

NorE: sroely *FDilNG ALBANP bannot be done without
publication of relevant letters to the editor. As the Times t ", y.ito
print any letters in response to Eleanor Randolph,s *Th, New york
Process: How Not to Get Heard at a Legistativi Hearing!' (Editorial
observer, 217103), I have revised for clarity my proporid l.tt r,
submitted yesterday.

The factual paniculars substantiating this proposed letter tre
contained" inter alia, in cJA's December rc, iooi leffer to senate
Majority Leader Bruno, et al. - fured and e-mailed to you on
December 26, _2002 in support of my proposed letter of that date,
ryspgnding to JanT_s McKinley's news feature about senate Majority
Leader Bruno, "The odd Man out in Atbany's Triumvirite if
Powef'(12126/02).

A "hard copy" of that December 16, zoozleffer to rhe senate
Leadership, both Republican and Democratic, is in the possession of
James McKinley, Gail collins, and now Eleanor Randolph - annexed
as 4-12-33 to cJA's January 22, 2003 statement in opposition to
senate confirmation of Judge susan Read to the court of Appeals.

To the Editor:

RE: "The New York process: How Not to Get Heard at a Legislative
Hearing!' (2/7/03). The situation is even worse than your editorial so
graphically describes. 

:
over the past eight years, the "hearings" of the state senate Judiciary

Committee to confirm hundreds of GovernoiPataki's judicial nominees have
been held with little or no notice to the public, without investigation Uy tne
cornmittee of citizen opposition of which it is apprised in "drrao". or tn"hearing", and without permitting such citizen opporition to be presented at the"hearing". The "hearings" -- brief and perfirnctory -- end with the nominees
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b"rtgunmimously apprwed and ften rushedto the Senate floor for unmimous
confirmcion. This, amidst such claims from the Committee's Chairman frat all
speakers at the "hearing" had been "glowing" in their praise -J-trrut"exhaustive" inquiry was conducted. Toiover up this frau4 the co--ittee
secrsEs' if not destr.oys, fte paper-trail of uninvestigated citizen opporiti-,"a
requests to testi$, in its possession.

The siturmionis equally dire in mafiers ofjudicial discipline. The Senate
gd Asserybly Judiciary Committees have not hhd - owrriiht nearing of the
New York State commission on Judicial conduct in o:ver rs yian --
notwithstanding a 1989 report of the State Comptoller that the Cornnnission
was operating "'t"i{* 

fPPropnate oversighf' and that legislative change rras
required. No such legislative change was made.

*[T]he entire cotnnittee stnrcture in Albany is notoriously fraudulent',
presisely because minority and majority legislators have colludedio make it so."Fixing Albany''requires the power of the press to expose this.

8&.1a €,32%*-dZt*.<
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc.

cc: BY E-MAIL
Eleanor RandolptL Editorial Board
Gail Collins, Editorial page Editor
Janes McKinley, Albany Bureau Chief
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The New York Times/Lstters to the Editor

.. NorE:. stre'v 'FlxtNG ALfV|NY @nrct P 9y wmo! euupfuot rc,evaft rafrws to tE ed,tw. Asffie rmes iias,€f fo ptfr any tdterc in reqponse to ehaw Rdtcb,tptr's "De ttew yortcpocess: How htot toGet Head d a leorffiP Hoa.�tng' EMat ooserwi,-iiS,, hiro rcvlsea- t;;;*fty my p,o,',sed btter,submifted yederday.
The ftdualprtbulus substantiatirrythis ptopsed letter are arrtgine4, inter alia, in GlA,s Deember 16,2ao2 btter to senafe Maiu'tty Leadrlr Bruno, et at. - faxed aN e+naited to wu on Deember 26, 2002 ins-ypry! of my popsed ldter ot that dde, rys1rlutry fo James Mcxintefi 7p.,ii r.i,* aturtsenareMajorlu Letu Bnrn, TI'o w Man out tn'Nbanfs Trtumvirae or niveiftn'6/d4.
A T,ard apf of trd Deember 16, 2Cf,l2 btter t6 ffre senafal eaercnip,'ooli niiuo6"", aN Demomtic,is in ttp possessbn of Jame.s McKnley, Gait cottins, ana ii-Cpanor niit661tpi - ii,pxeo as A-12-33 tocJAs Januaty 22, 2@3 *ilement in opsition fo Senafe connrmatnn ot,tt@sr"", Read tothe court ofAppals.

To the Editon

RE: 'Ilp t'lewYorl< Pooess tlow Notto Get.lleard at a Legistafive Heqin{ (a7rc3). The situetion ls evenworse than your editorial so graphically describes

overthe q$ gigttt y98.9 the'hearings'of the state senate Judldary commlttee to confirm hundreds ofGovemor Pataki's judicial nominees h-eve been held with littlqoi no nbtrcero ne puorL, without invest(;ationby the Committee of citizen oPPosition of wtrictr it is apprised in advance ortne ;rr-earing", and withoutpermitting such citizen opposltion to be presented at tirb.'trearingl rF Earing;'-'uner and perfunctory -end with the nominees.FjrE unanimously approved and then ruineo to hsseiat" n*, for unanimousconfirmation. This, amldst such claims rromihe Committee's chairman nat arr sp"atenr at the 'hearing" hadbeen 'glowing' in their praise and that 'exhaustive" inquiry wai conducted. To "dveiup this fraud, theCommittee secretes, if not destroys, the paper-trailof irninvist-Uated citizen opposition and requests totestiff, in its possession.

The situation is equally dlrc In matters of Judicial disclpline. The senate and Assembty Judiciarycommittees have not.held an oversight hea-ring of the NbwYori'state CorrGion on uuoi.i"tconduct inover 15 yeers - notwithstanding a 1989 t"ryl.9f the state comptroller that the bommtssion was operating\rithout appmfiate oversight' end that Ielistative ctrange wii riquireo:- Nj||1; dn;sta1ve change wasmade.

"lflhe entire committee strudure in Albany is noloriously fraudulent'precisely because minority andmajority legislators have colluded to make itio. 'Fixing ru6ani;iequirei the poir"ioitn" press to exposethis.

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Genter for Judicial Accountability, Inc.

(s11) 421-1200



cc: BY E-MAIL
Eleanor Randolph, Editorial Board

Gail Collins, Editoriat Page Editor
James Mc*(nley, Albany Bureau Chief
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