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TO ALL SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Today's Committee Meeting; 5.7408-

A -- state reimbursement of district attorney salary increases

Cc:

Subject:

TO ALL SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS -
TABLING, IF NOT VOTING DOWN, S.7408-A - STATE REIMBURSEMENT OF DISTRICT ATTORNEY SALARY INCREASES

S.7408-A - on the calendar of today's 11:00 a.m. meeting of the Senate Finance Committee -- must be tabled,
pending legislative oversight hearings - if not voted down, summarily.

The sole basis for the raise in district attorney salaries - for which S.7408-A would have the state pick up the tab from

the counties - is the statutory link between district attorney salaries and judicial salaries set forth in Judiciary Law 5183-

a.

It is because of this statutory link that district attorney in each of the 57 counties outside of New York City have risen by

approximately $30,000 since 2012 - making them the hishest-paid elected officials in those counties, exceptins

iudses. S.6408-A will now facilitate yet another increase of approximately S30,000, with district attorney salaries

becoming even more grossly disproportionate and out-of-wack with county salary levels.

There is NO evidence that district attorney salary levels, raised by reason of the statutory-link as recently as2OL4,2013,

and 2012, are inadequate - or that they became inadequate at any time in the L2 year span from 1999 through

2A1L. Did any of the counties suffer from an insufficient pool of qualified districl attorney candidates because of

salary? lndeed, didn't incumbent district attorneys repetitivelv seek re-election, as for instance, current incumbents

Onondaga County District Attorney William J. Fitzpatrick; Warren County District Attorney Kate Hogan; Orleans County

District Attorney Joseph V. Cardone; Schnectady County District Attorney Robert Carney; Dutchess County District

William Grady?

imburse



Center for Judicial Accountabi

From:
Sent:
lo:
Subject:

Center for Judicial,Accountability < elena@judgewatch.org >

Tuesday, June 07, 2016 9:41AM
jperalta@nysenate.gov';'seward @ nysenate.gov'
TO ALL SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Today's Committee Meeting: S.74AB-

A -- state reimbursement of district attorney salary increases

lnadvertently misaddressed. See below e-mail -

From r Center for Judicia I Accountability [mailto :elena@i udgewatch.org]
Sent: Tuesday, June 07, 2016 9:35 AM

To: 'breslin@nysenate.gov'; 'diaz@nysenate.gov'; 'dilan@nysenate.gov'; 'espailla@nysenate'gov';
'gallivan6unysenate,gov'; 'golden@nysenate.gov'; 'griffo@nysenate.gov'; 'hannon@nysenate.gov';
'hassellt@senate.state,ny,us'; 'kennedy@nysenate.gol'; Andrew J. Lanza (lanza@senate'state'ny.us);
'larkin@nysenate.gov'; 'lavalle@nysenate.gov'; 'little@nysenate.gov'; 'marcelli@nysenate.gov'; 'martins@nysenate.gov';

'montgome@nysenate.gov'; 'nozzolio@nysenate.gov'; 'omara@nysenate.gov'; parker@nysenate.gov;

'peralta@nysenate.govi 'perkins@nysenate.gov'; ranz@nysenate.gov; 'rivera@nysenate.gov'; 'robach@nysenate.gov';

'savino@nysenate.gov'; 'steward@nysenate.gov'; 'squadron@nysenate.gov'; 'stavisky@nysenate.gov'

Cc: 'flanagan@nysenate.gov'; scousins@nysenate.gov; cyoung@nysenate.gov; 'lkrueger@senate.state.ny.us'1
'marchione@nysenate.gov'; kaminsky@nysenate.gov; 'bonacic@nysenate,gov'; 'pboyle@nysenate.gov';

'ritchie@nysenate.gov'; 'valesky@nysenate.gov'; garvey@nysenate.gov; glavin@nysenate.gov; grelick@nysenate.gov;

'cburke@nysenate.gov'; sacquario@nysac.org; cherryb@co.schoharie.ny.us; zugibet@co'rockland.ny.us;

gmccaffrey@co.livingston.ny.us; Districtattorney@co.genesee,ny.us; 'lfriedman@co.genesee.ny.us'; 'Jessica Cherry';

latimer@nysenate.gov; loughran@nysenate.gov; mallison@nysenate.gov; wmurphy@nvsenate.gov

Subject: TO ALL SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Today's Committee Meeting: S.74O8-A -- state
reimburcement of district attorney salaly increases

TO ALL SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS -
TABL|NG, tF NOT VOTTNG DOWN, S.7408-A - STATE RETMBURSEMENT OF DISTRICT ATTORNEY SAIARY INCREASES

S.7408-A - on the calendar of today's 11:00 a.m. meeting of the Senate Finance Committee -- must be tabled,

pending legislative oversight hearings - if not voted down, summarily.

The sole basis for the raise in district attorney salaries - for which S.7408-A would have the state pick up the tab from

the counties - is the statutory link between district attorney salaries and judicial salaries set forth in Judiciary Law 5183-

a.

It is because of this statutory link that district attorney in each of the 57 counties outside of New York City have risen by

approximately 530,000 since 2012 - making them the hishest-paid elected officials in those counties, excePtinP

iudFes. S.6408-A will now facilitate yet another increase of approximately 530,000, with district attorney salaries

becoming even more grossly disproportionate and out-of-wack with county salary levels.

There is No evidence that district attorney salary levels, raised by reason of the statutory-link as recently as 20L4,20L3'

and 2O!2, are inadequate - or that they became inadequate at any time in the 12 year span from 1999 through

2011. Did any of the counties suffer from an insufficient pool of qualified district attorney candidates because of

salary? lndeed, didn't incumbent district attorneys repetitivelv seek re-election, as for instance, current incumbents

Onondaga County District Attorney William J, Fitzpatrick; Warren County District Attorney Kate Hogan; Orleans County

District Attorney Joseph V. Cardone; Schnectady County District Attorney Robert Carney; Dutchess County District

William Grady?



Center for Judicial Accountability

From: Center for Judicial Accountability <elena@judgewatch.org>
Sent: Tuesday, June 07, 2016 9:38 AM
To: jordan@nysenate.gov; gemellar@nysenate.gov; casale@nysenate.gov;

alewis@ nysenate.gov; mcurley@ nysenate.gov
Subiect FW: FOR DISTRIBUTION TO ALL SENATE FINANCE COMMTTTEE MEMBERS: Today's

Committee Meeting: S.7408-A -- state reimbursement of district attorney salary
increases

From : Center for J udicia I Accountability [mailto :elena@j udgewatch. org]
Sent: Tuesday, June 07, 2016 9:17 AM
To: cyoung@nysenate.gov; 'lkrueger@senate.state.ny.us'; 'flanagan@nysenate.gov'; scousins@nysenate.govl
'marchione@nysenate.gov'; kaminsky@nysenate.gov; 'valesky@nysenate.gov'; 'pboyle@nysenate.gov';
' ritch ie@ nysenate.gov';'bonacic@nysenate.gov'
Cc: 'garuey@nysenate.gov'; 'glavin@nysenate.gov'; grelick@nysenate.gov; 'cburke@nysenate.gov'; sacquario@nysac.org;
cherryb@co.schoharie.ny.us; zugibet@co.rockland.ny.us; gmccaffrey@co.livingston.ny.us;
Districtattorney@co.genesee.ny.us; lfriedman@co.genesee.ny.us; 'Jessica Cherry'; latimer@nysenate.gov;
loughran@nysenate.gov; mallison@nysenate.gov;'wmurphy@nysenate.gov'

Subjech FOR DISTRIBUTION TO ALL SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Today's Committee
Meeting: S.7408-A -- state reimbursement of district attorney salary increases

FOR DISTRIBUTION TO ALL SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS -
TABLING, IF NOT VOTING DOWN, S.7408.A - STATE REIMBURSEMENT OF DISTRICT ATTORNEY SALARY INCREASES

S.7408-A - on the calendar of today's 11:00 a.m. meeting of the Senate Finance Committee -- must be tabled,
pending legislative oversight hearings - if not voted down, summarily.

The sole basis for the raise in district attorney salaries - for which S.7408-A would have the state pick up the tab from
the counties - is the statutory link between district attorney salaries and judicial salaries set forth in Judiciary Law 5183-
a.

It is because of this statutory link that district attorney in each of the 57 counties outside of New York City have risen by
approximately $30,000 since 2012 - making them the hishest-paid elected officials in those counties, exceptins
iudges. S.6408-A will now facilitate yet another increase of approximately $30,000, with district attorney salaries
becoming even more grossly disproportionate and out-of-wack with county salary levels.

There is NO evidence that district attorney salary levels, raised by reason of the statutory-link as recently as 2OL4,20L3,
and 2072, are inadequate - or that they became inadequate at any time in the 12 year span from 1999 through
2011. Did any of the counties suffer from an insufficient pool of qualified district attorney candidates because of
salary? lndeed, didn't incumbent district attorneys repetitivelv seek re-election, as for instance, current incumbents
Onondaga County District Attorney William J. Fitzpatrick; Warren County District Attorney Kate Hogan; Orleans County
District Attorney Joseph V. Cardone; Schnectady County District Attorney Robert Carney; Dutchess County District
William Grady?

The solution is to rereal Judiciarv Law S183-a. effective April 1. 2016. This would obviate the need for the state to
reimburse the counties for the district attornev salarv increases resulting from the December 24, 20L5 report of the
Commission on Lesislative. Judicial and Executive Compensation - the first of whose iudicial salarv increase
recommendations, having the "force of law", took effect April 1, 2016.


