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FOIL/RECORDS REQI.IES TS
(1) Assembly Rule IV, $2(a; --"*"eklytime and day scheduled" forthe
meetings of each of the Assembly standing committees;
(2) The MISSING 38th Assembly standing committee: referred-to in
the Legislature's proposed budget, but not among the 37 enumerated by

Assembly Rule, IV, $1(a) or listed on the Assembly website

E-Mail: mail@judgewatch. ore

ll/ebsite : www. i u dsew at c h. or g

Following up our phone conversation earlier this aftemoon, it appears that the Assembly's website is

in violation of Assembly Rule tV, $2 entitled "Meetings of standing committees". Its paragraph a,

also entitled "Meetings of standing committees", begins as follows:

"standing committees shall hold meetings at a regular weekly time and day as

scheduled by the committee chairperson in consultation with the committee

coordinators, as designated by the Speaker, and such set time shall be posted on the

Assembly committee board and Assembly Intemet site. ..."

As discussed, I could not find on the Assembly's website any posting of the "set time" that has been

fixed for the meetings of the 37 standing committees enumerated by Assembly Rule IV, $1(a) and

listed on the Assembly's website - and you were unable to show me where it might be.

Therefore, pursuant to Assembly Rule VIII ("Public Access to Information"), please furnish me with
records showing:

(1) that each of the Assembly's standing committees, by its chairperson, has -"in
consultation with the committee coordinators, as designated by the Speaker" - fixed a

"regular weekly time and day" for its meetings; and
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(2) the name(s) of the "committee coordinators, as designated by the Speaker".

Please note that I am especially interested in the following Assembly standing committees - and

records as to the "regular weekly time and day" for their meetings:

(1) Committee on Governmental Operations;
(2) Committee on Oversight, Analysis, and Investigation;
(3) Ethics and Guidance;
(4) Judiciary;
(5) Codes;
(6) Local Governments;
(7) Ways and Means.

Also, as discussed, the only meeting agendas for the Assembly's standing committees posted on the

Assembly website - pursuant to Assembly Rule IV, $2(b) - are for the Assembly's current week.

There is no archive of committee meeting agenda from previous weeks. These disappear from the

Assembly website - and are not accessible from it - once the current week is past. Presumably this is

to conceal the infrequency with which so many Assembly standing committees actually meet -
which is certainly NOT "weekly", as Assembly Rule IV, $2(a) misleadingly implies.

Finally, inasmuch as page 2 of the Legislature's uncertified proposed budget for fiscal year 2017-
2018 describes the Assembly as "conducting its legislative business through the operation of 38

standing committees" - and there are only 37 standing committees enumerated by Assembly Rule

IV, $ I and listed on the Assembly's website - please fumish records as to the identity and operations

of the additional Assembly standine committee purported by the Leqislature's proposed budeet.

Thank you.

&aq%
Ne*4

Enclosures: pertinent pages from Assembly Rule IV, Assembly website, & Legislative budget



RULE IV { COMMITTEES

Sectlon L Standlng Gommittees.

a. The standing committees shall be as follows:
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b. The number of majority members of each standing commitlee shall be in the same ratio as the majority members oJ the
House are to the ehtire membership of the House, with all lractional members being credited to the majority; provided,

however that there shall be at least one minority member on each standing committee; and further provided that the
Standing Committee on Ethics and Guidance shall consist of an egual number of maiority and minority members. A member
who in alny calendar year has three or more unexcused absences, as determined by the chairperson or ranking minority
member, is appropriite, from any regularly scheduled meeting of a standing committee at which bills are scheduled to be

consideied sfiatt Ob removed frorir on-e or more of the standing committees to which he or she is assigned. The standing
committee shall notify the member upon each unexcused absence and shall notify the Committee on Committees upon the
second and any subsequent unexcused absences. The Committee on Gommittees shall notify the member of any resulting
reduction in his or her committee assignments.
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LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

The Lieulenant Governor sarves as the Senote's President and has a casting vote. The Lieutenant Governor's
salary of $ l5 t ,Sfi) and also a portion of the operations of the Lieutenant Governor's Office appear within the
Legislative Budget.

Budget Highlights - Ueutenant Governor

The recomnrcnded appropriation of 5282,874 for FY 2017-18 for thc Lieutenant Govemor represents an

increase of 3% or $8,239 from the amount appropriated for FY 2016- 17.

SENATE

The Senate is composed of 63 Members elected for two-year terms from districts around the state. Each
Senator rcpresents approximately 308,000 constituenl.s. The Senate conducts its legislative business
through the operation of 34 Standing Committees.

The Senate elects from anxtng its Members for a two-year term a Temporary Pre.sident and Majority
Leader who directs and guides the bu.siness of the Senate, appoints Members to Senate Standing
Committees, and appoints the Senate's staff. The Temporary President and Majority Leader s€rves as the
presiding ofFrcer in the absence of the Lieutenant Governor or may delegate this duty to another Member.
Each Conference of the Senate chooses a Leader from among is membership.

Budget Highlighls - Senate

The recomrnended appropriation for the Senate of $94,660,764 for FY 201 7- l 8 represents an increase of
3?a or i7157,1 l0 from the amount appropriated in FY 2016-17. This modest appropriation increase is the
first time in nine years that the Senate has incrersed is' budget. Since January of 2Ol I the Senate has
achieved cost savings by reducing staff levels by over 300 employees, consolidated certain administrative
functions and departments, restricted staff travel and created other operational efficiencies. Furtherrnore,
the increased costs associated with the creation of a 63d Senatorial Seat in 2013 have been absorbed
within existing appropriation authority the last four years. After nine years of either zero or reduced
growth in the Senate's appropriation, this increase is necessary to support the opcrations of the Senate.
Even with the recommended increase for FY 2017-18, the Senate appropriation will be less than the

$95,520,921 that was appropriated back in FY 2008-09.

ASSEMBLY

The Assembly is composed of 150 rnembers, from districts around the state, who are elected for two-year
terrns. Each Member of the Assembly represents approximately 129,000 constituenls. The Assembly
conducLs its legislative business through the operation of 38 standing committees.

The Assembly nrembers elect a Spealier who directs and guides the business of the Assembly, and appoins
rnembers to Assembly Standing Committees and Assembly leadership positions. The Speaker serves as the
prcsiding officer of the Assembly. The minority pany of the Assembly chooses a Minority Leader from their
membenhip.


