
Summarv of Budset requests made bv the District Attornevs
Association ol'thc Stirtc ol'Ncw York (DAASNY) to Govcrnor

Andrew M. Cuorno for Fiscal Year 2018- l9

'fhc' arcrulu.r' x'ar* rl'prosccttlors is un integrul purt ol'nruintuitritrq4 und intprutvirtg thc
quulitv ol'litt,,lir ull New Yorkers und visitors. M,u' York Stult't'ttntinuc's lo l>e d lcuder in
public su.li'tt'.Thc per4tle't1l'New York dtsarv u.lhir, e.llicit'trt tuule.llr'<'tivt'rriminul
.justi<'c.\'1'.r/('rn. 

'l'hcrc urc cnu'iul('(.,.r/.r (r.r.\'(r('iulcd fith keepirtg tlrc pulilic x4lc und
tttttirrtttittirtu publit' trust irt tltc crintinttl.justice.r'l',rr('rr,. 7'1rc ultuclrcd lcttcr a.vpluins in
detuil tlre,budgtt prioritie,s of-tltc'Distrid Attonu'ys Associtttion of'tlla,Stute'of'Nex'Yrtrk.

Ke1" itcrns of DAASNYos budgot requcsts for F'iscal 1'car 20ltl-2019 includc:

o $,2.75 nrillion to maintain serr,ices providc'd hy the Nelv York Statc Prosccutor's
'fraining Institute (NYI'TI). This includcs assistancc and training. a casc

nlanagcnlL.nt systcnr lo track casL's. producc'grant reports ancl lacilitate electronic
discove'ry. Therc is an additional requc'st lor $27.5.(XX) to corttinue NYPTI's
lVitness Protection Program.

. Increase lunding tirrState Aid to Prosecution to Sl5 rnillion to support tlte
enhanccd pnlscctrtion ol'rcpcat violcnt and scriorrs l'clony ol'll'ndcrs.

. An additiorral S 1.7 rnillion lilr rcirnburscnrcnt to countics tilr l)istrict Attornev
Salaries already votcd lor in 2015 hy the New York State Conuttission on

l.cgislative Judicial and Ilxccutivc (bntpcnsatiort.

Grants to c<lunties in the anrount ol' S15.-5 nrillion as part ol' (iun lnvolvcd
Violence Fllimination ((iIVE) to assist in thc rcduction ol'fircantt rclatctl
honticide's and shootings.

An additional $5(X).(XX) lirr policc departnrcnts to hclp nraintain and dcvclop
locations tilr Videotaping Interrogations and S 1.5 ntillion to equip ol'llcers
statcwidc with llrdl' Worn Cameras. as rvcll as nroney lilr prosecutors to access.

transcrihc. translatc. and discklsc rccordccl ntatcrial.

Appropriation of Crimes Against Rcvenue (CARP) firnds in tlte arnount of S l7
nrillion to rccovcr l'rrnds l'ronr thosc who dclibcratcly liril tu pay taxcs <lr cortrttil
Mcdicaid. wcllurc. unenrploynrent ancl worker's corttpcnsation liaud.
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October 16. 2017

Il<lnorable Andrcw M. (luonro
Govcrnor 0f Ncw York Statc
Executive Chanrbe'r
Albany. NY I 1224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

I anr writing to highlight I)AASNY's budgct prioritics lirr llscal ycar 20lli-201t). As you
know. thc District Attorncys Assrrciation of the Statc of Ncw York (DAASNY)
represents the c.lected and appointed pnrsecutors of the sixty-two (62) New York Stute
District Attorney's Ol'llces. New York State Attorncy General's Ol'llce. the Justice
(lcntcr lirr thc Pr<ltcction ol' People with Special Nccds and thc Ol'llcc ol' Spccial
Narcotics. Our rcsponsibilitics arc constantly increasing and kecping up with thc latcst
technology is essential.

I stxrngly helicvc the pnrsccut<lrs in Ncw York Stal.c havc a lot to hc proud ol'. It is truly
an honor and a privilcgc to servc as a prosccutor in this grcat Statc. My collcagucs and I

all approach this rolc with thc utnrost rcspcct fbr thc trust placcd in us hy thc puhlic. You
have denronstratL'd through your leadership that you belicve that the pL'ople ol New York
deserve a lair. el'llcient and ell'ective crinrinal.iustice system. This includes holding
thosc accountablc who comnrit crinrcs. cxonerating thosc whtt arc lalsely accused and
engaging in trainin-r and initiativcs that cnhancc puhlic trust in thc crinrinaljusticc
systenl.

Wc as prosccutors havc hccn consistcntly doing nr<lre with lcss rnoncy. In rcccnt ycars

District Attomcy's officcs all ovcr the statc havc cxpandcd our functions to incrcasc our
work within our ccrnrnrunities. We lrave spearheaded educational initiatives tbr crinre
reduction. We have created nunrerous diversion progranls including those lor veterans
and youthlirl ol'l'cndcrs. Wc continuc to devclop initiativcs and su'arch lirr bettcr ways to
addrcss thc nccds of thosc sutfbring tiom drug addiction. thc cldcrly. the ntcntally ill and
victims of domestic violence'.

Ncw York Statc continucs to hc a lcader in puhlic sal'ety and that intprovcs thc quality rtl'
lit-c frlr all Ncw Yorkcrs and thosc who visit our grcat statc. Adcquatc rcsor.trces ntust bc

providc'd to nrake sure that prosecutors can pertbrnl,our responsibilities at the highest
prot'essional level. We acknowledge the goal of liscal responsihility and the challenges o[
balancing a budgct as wc submit our rcqucst. [Jnlortunatcly. nrany l)istrict Attorncys'
oflrccs are undcrlirndcd and undcrstaf'lbd. I want to highlight DAASNY's prioritics tor
the upconring year. Many of these itenrs are cost-neutrirl or even revenue generating. We
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Drs'rntct Arronxnt-s AssocIA'rIoN oI; T'tIIi SrnTr oI; NEv,Yonx

State Aid to Prosecution

DAASNY cornnrencls the work New York Statc. Division of Crirninal Justice Services
(DCJS) Conrnrissiruer Michael Green has donc to nrake the distribution ol'this grant
nrorc lair ancl cc;uitable. 'l'his cssential aid is onc ol-thc rnost inrportant c(xrponcnts ol'
thc lirnding ol'District Attorncy's ofticcs. Howevcr. thc tirnding of thc grant has bccn
reduced signiticantly over the past l0 years. The reductions in Aid tt"r Prosecutiort have
conre at a tinre when lhc' responsihilities ol'prosecutors have systetnatically increased.
Pnrsccutors arc incrcasingly cxpanding thc duties ol'thcir stal'|. utilizirrg rrcu,
tcchnologics and adapting to ncw crinrc trends.

Funding lirr Aid to Pnrsecution nrust he restored to a morc reasonahle level. The 2017-ltt
budgct hill appropriatcd S 1 2.5 to Aid to l)rosccution. We stn)ngly urgc that l'unding lirr
2017-2018 bc incrcascd to $ l5 nrillion.

, ,/ I)istrict Attornev Salarv Reimbursement ProgranrV
In Dcccrrrhcr 2015. thc Ncw York Statc C<lnunission on l-cgislativc. Juclicial and

Execulive Cclntpensation votecl to incrc'ase thc'salaric's olNe'w York Stute.iudges. State

Judicial [-aw ltl3-a requires that a District Attrlrney's salary nratch the County Court
Jud{e or Suprcnre (lourt Judge in a county dcpcnding on thc population ol'that county.
ln thc last two Statc huclgcts. the lcgislaturc did not allocatc funding to hclp countics
nreet thc'District Attorney salary increases that wc'rc'tied hy statutL'to.iudicial salary
increases. Cash-strapped counties were reluctant to pay lilr that unllnded mandate. As a
rcsult. not all I)istrict Attorncys are bcing paid what tlre larw rcquires thcrn to hc paid lor
thcir scrviccs and thcy arc in a political quandary il'thcy dcnrand what is rightlully uwcd
to thcnl hy stattrte. With duc considcration to this ncw ancl ongoing l'inancial obligation.
it is c'ssential that the budget be nrodillecl to provide this support.

ln 2017-20ltt. $4.2 million was app()priatcd to salary rcinrhurscnrcnt. ltrrthc 20ltt-2019
bud_nct ycars wc strongly rcqucst incrcasing thc tLnding by $ I .7 rtrillion to covcr thc
salary increasr-. This woulcl bring total tlnding to 55.9 rnillion.

Ourr Invoh'cd Violcncc lilimination ((iIVE)

The Cun Involved Violencc Elintination (GIVE) initiative liruses on lhc reduction ol'
llrcarnr-rclatcd honricidcs and shrxrtings in cornnrLrnitics in l7 countics ttutsidc ol'New
York City that collcctivcly reportS6(/( of violcnt crirnc. This pro-urartt undcr thc
leadersltip of DCJS Conrrnissioner Michael Green has bec'n very successlirl in both
reducing gun violence in rnany counties and enlrancing gun involveclcrinre reductiort
stratcgics. I)cspitc the prograrn's succcss and Now York's lcadcrship in gun sal'cty. this
progran) has. untbrtunatcly. sccn rcpeatcd cuts in funding. Fronr a high of S15.6 rttillion
in 2010-201 l. GIVE received S 14.39 rnillion in last year's budget. Tltis shorttitll will
continue lo inrpact the success ol'GIVE. DAASNY recontn:ends an appropriation ol'
S15.5 nrillion lirr (llVIi.


